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Sir GEoROE HEN DON to Lord CLER AGE; 


| Am glad, my Lord, to find that 
1 your ſoul is not ſo uniformly. baſe, 
as I began to believe it was. Tour 
love for Miſs Le Fever, your little arti- 
fices to recommend yourſelf to her fa- 
vor, and your mortification at your ill- 
ſucceſs, were all natural to your youth, 
Vol. II. B and 
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and the ſanguine diſpoſition you are poſ- 
ſelled of. But to overwhelm her with 
affliction, to hurry a young fellow into 
deſpair, and tranfgrefs the laws both of 
humanity and your country, can never be 
pargonedby either your friend, or ur 
own heart, but upon ample compenſation. 

To bring back the injured fugitive, is 

a duty you owe yourſelf, to wipe out the 
remembrance of the horror and miſery he 
muſt have endured, (by providing him a 
good living) eſſential to your future repu- 
tation with me: but in order to atone for 


your glaring, your almoſt unequalled and 


actually capital offence, it is incumbent 
upon you to promote that union, you 
have hitherto laboured to retard. That 
ſpark of benevolence that ſtill ſubſiſts i in 
pour breaſt will prove the bane of all 
your enjoyments, unleſs you ſatisfy its 
_ guſt Snag Oy the wou | now pre. 
ſeribe. 1 ; 
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| torious and callous-hearted a villain to 


your aſliſtance as Johnſon, had he not 
ſufficiently eviaced the corruption and 


cruelty of his nature on a late black oc ö 


caſion. | Ss 1 45 is o 
1 hope your repentance is ſinceres 
and. will be found permanent -I would 


therefore ſpare you as much as poſſible, 
but I muſt forget I am a man, before 1 
can reflect upon ſo atrocious an action 


with temper, and ceaſe to be your friend, 
when I can forbear condemning and la- 


menting your ſhare in it. Was it for this 


purpoſe, my Lord, that heaven called 
you to the poſſeſſion of a plentiful for- 


tune—<can you conceive that your iatel- 


lectual faculties were beſtowed upon you, 
only to enable you to demonſtrate, that 
there is no monſter like a human one ? 

Do but once think upon the horror, 
the anguiſh, you have prepared for your- 
ſelf, if you have put it beyond your 
power, to ſpeak peace where you alone 
have been the. cruel ſpoiler of it. To ſee 
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the object of your tendereſt affection 
(whoſe principles might charm even devils 
into admiration) blaſted at this blooming 
period by an unmerited calamity, which 
you are conſcious was derived merely 
from yourſelf could it be endured? do 
you imagine, as ſhe ſtrongly aſked' you, 
that the cry of the widow will not prevail 
againſt you; chat your proceedings againſt 
the innocent will fail to call down ven- 
gence upon your head? 
l! fly to ſave yourſelf from ſuch deep | 
perdition, and plead the impetuoſity of 
youth; the fatal influence of power, and 
the dire eſſects of paſſion and immorality 
when let looſe but for a moment, if poſ- 
ſible to regain, and by degrees re-eſtabliſh 
yourſelf in my late good opinion. 
As to the hireling, the executioner of 
your unworthy wiſhes, he fhould moſt aſ- 
ſutedly be given up to public juſtice, if 
your fate was not ſo irrevocably con- 
nected. This is the ſecond time he has 
forfeited his neck — ſum of money re- 
deemed 
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deemed it before - but at what a price is 
he now ſecured Lord Clerage's tainted 
bonour is his happy protection. 

Indeed, I am obliged to labour hard for 
you upon this occaſion. Raſhneſs, inhu- 
manity, and villainy, are a horrid com- 
pound yet all theſe have predominated 
in a ſoul, that I believed replete with va- 
luable inclinations; and daſhed with the 
lighteſt tincture only of human frailty. 
J own, the education of young noblemen 
contributes largely to inſpire them wich 
tyranny and preſumption: flattered for 
practices they ought to be aſhamed of, 
and extolled for ſentiments that are utter- 
ly unworthy of them, they at length con- 
ceive they are to bear all before them. 
To be refuſed by an humble female, or 
rivaled by the man of limited expecta- 
tions, is, perhaps, the laſt mortification 
they can ſuſtain: they will ſubdue the 
poor creature, they fancy they love, to 
evince their arrogance, diſdains all bounds, 
and ruin the being they affe& to deſpiſe 
"OO B 3 to 
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to gratify their revenge: and having per- 
formed actions, for which a leſs v 
lain would have ſuffered the moſt igno- 
minious puniſhment, meanly hide behind 
their title, and by a —— mann 


of their fortune reſt ſecure. 


I hall be impatient to tar! the ſoceeſa 
af what you promiſe to undertake, it is a 
nice and dangerous: affair, and mult not 
tratifpire—-and ſhouꝰ d you be enabled 
to ſhake off the weight of your iniquity 
by Leiceſter's redemption, compleat the 


work, by ſeeing them bappily united. 


Tou have given me a right to be as ſe- 
vere, or, what is equally as unpleaſant 
to you; as ſerious, as I pleaſe: and I will 
admoniſh you, that there is an hour ap- 
proaching, in which you will find more 
felicity in i the bare recollection of having 
ated worthily, than all your idle purſuits 


could beſtow; even in the inſtant of * 


greateſt enjoyment. 

I ſhall not no ſpeak to many Santis 
lars that are yet ne in your let- 
ter— 


Q] 


we 
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ter but if by accomplithing, what I truſt 
is the wiſh of your heart, you Sacks your-. 
ſelf the inftrument of returning happineſs, 
to this deſerving family; I wall make you, 
ſenſible of tuch enormities in your inten- 
tions as well as actual practice, as hall 
make yd Hudder at the rettoſpect of 
your danger, and inexpreſſibly | rejoice in 
your great dehiverance. 

„ 

O cin, dol live to Helitate, 

in ſubſcribing myſelf, 


Tour friend, | 
G. Hnvon, 


Y | 4 | 
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LzrtrTEeR II. 
Lord CLERAGE 70 Sir GrORGE HEnpon. 


E Catisfied, Sir George Hendon, my 
- puniſhment, my ſufferings, will not 
be inadequate to my crimes, however 
enormous in your ſight. 

B 4 Leiceſter 


* 
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Leiceſter — the late formidable and 


| happy Leiceſter—how ſhall I dare to tell 


it—but he is my worthy friend, far, far 
beyond all human relief, or rather has at- 


| tained a moſt glorious deliverance from 


injuries and perſecutions. 

The 1nftant I had diſpatched my laſt 
letter, 1 flung, myſelf into a chaiſe, and 
was conveyed with all poſſible expedition 
to Johnſon's brothers in Kent. He had 
called there that very morning, and left 
them with a reſolution to take a wp to 
France. 

Remorſe affliction, in conjunction with 
this mortifying piece of information, quite 
overcame me; and I could only intreat 
them to ſend a meſſenger expreſs after 
him, to recall him on the moſt 1 important 


of occaſions. 


He vas found at an inn in Dover, from 
whence I received the unexpected and 
heart- wounding intelligence that the poor 
fellow 1 is no more. 


And 
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And is this the conſequenee of all my 
flattering ſchemes the injured Leiceſter 
has indeed moſt effectually eſcaped the 
toils of villainy and injuſtice but tell me 
George, if innocence and virtue are the 
peculiar care of heaven: why was my Le 
Fever permitted to incur this moſt trying 
of calamities? 
I can never behold her more — O, let 
not death be hereafter eſteemed a misfor- 
tune; ſince it would prove the everlaſt- 
ing ſhelterer of the villain, as well as 
the mighty deliverer of the perſecuted 
and oppreſſed. —Ta blow out my wretch-- 
ed brains would be an eaſy, practicable, 

_ tho? deſperate action: but to ſuſtain the 
complicated evils I have incurred is the 
maſter- ſtroke of courage, and the ſubli- 
mity of reſolution. + 

Yet-I will hive — difficult as whe taſk 
may be, I will encounter the tender ſor- 
row, the deep ſearching reproaches of 
the ſweet ruined girl—l will ſupport her 
worthy mother—and if my whole fortune 

(ae B 5 could 
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could atone cha come of my ua, how 


gladly would 1 relign it all, 
To attempt to give you an . — 


I ſuffer would be the height of abſurdi- 
ty nor is your juſt reſentment, your bit- 


een nofek n the undone 
9 "Crrnace. 
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: N the Same to the Same. 


ENNY his juſt left me in tears of dic 
appointment and apprehenſion, tho? 
I have. concealed the fatal news in part 
9 HOHAS © 

O, Sir, cried ſhe, miſs Le Fever will 
<« never ſutvive his loſs ] I could almoſt 
c break my heart to ſee her fo wretched.” 
Had there been a means of recovering 
him I would have given ſuch proofs of 
my contrition and generofity, as muſt 
have ſilenced not only the moſt rigid 


_ of juſtice, but induced you unre-. 
| 8 8 * 5 


2 


- 


Miss LE FEVER az © 


luctantly to have received me to my Wants 
ed place in your eſteem of friendſſip 
for I would have vanquiſhed yes, George 
—your arguments ſhould have had due 
weight—l would have vanquiſhed even 
my own corrupt heart. Their union 
ſhould have been the darling object vi;my, 
attention their comfortable proviſion my 
whole care, and, to compleat the affair, 1 
would have beſtowed, the precious girk 
according to her wiſhes with my, on 
hand and a perpetual amity ſhould have 
ſubſiſted amongit us. But now, what is in 
my power but n * and end- 
leſs confuſion! E | +1 by 
RNeſtored to newikfes-Ealetlbet is not 
only in fafe, but recoverable eiteum- 
ſtances the wreteh that tranſacted the 
infamous buſineſs, had the cruelty to im- 
poſe the falſehood of his death upon me, 
in order to prevent my generous purpoſe 
of giving him back to min _ bis 
HoFewn'=: 252. 0 beg 
How will you ddder, * you hear 

B 6 where 
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where he has lodged him? a receptacle for 
the inſane, muſt bea dreadful fituation to 
a rational and human being but he tells 
me there was no other remedy, and that, 
if I am ſo extravagant as to procure his 

enlargement, I ſhall expoſe both him and 
myſelf to a ſcandalous proſecution. But 
ſhall I fuffer him to languiſh out his 
days in ſuch inconceivable miſery, from 
ſo paultry a conſideration ? no, if redrefs- 
ing the injury, cannot obliterate the ſenſe 


bf ill in his breaſt — I will welcome the 


ignominy J have incurred, as a bleſſed ex- 
change for guilt and anguiſn.— If he lov- 
ed like me, could he once entertain the 
contemptible expectation, that ſelf would 
be capable of ſubduing every other feel- 
ing what, ſhould the tears of my Le 
Fever continue to flow, to ſecure me from 
cenſure, in convenience or ſuffering?— 
mould her ſoft boſom be for ever deprived 
of hope and conſolation, to ſave a whole 
herd of villains from the ſevereſt tor- 
ture —1 ſcorn the 1 and therefore, 
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Sir George, you muſt not be ſurpriſed, 
if the world ſhould pick a leſſon of in- 
ſtruction, and be furniſhed with a tale of 
wretchedneſs, at the 2 of emis once 
happy friend. | F 

Let ! will bebe with the utmoſt cau- 
tion, and, if it be poſſible, avoid every 
other condemnation than thoſe of friend- 
ſhip and conſcience. 

How ſhall I get him conveyed from 
Hogſden ? I believe. 1 myſelf muſt go 
down, I ſhould not wonder if deſpair 
and il} treatment ſhould have rendered 
him as frantic, as the worſt 3 in the 
houſe. 

Adieu, George, and allow me, in re- 

ſpect of my repentance for this 


time, to add my uſual concluſion 
of, 


4 


Your's, &c. 


CLERAGE., 


LETTER 
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* L av. 
Anvaon Joh to Lord Euanon. | 


10, my Lord, I find tharkhe very: 2 
vice I have rendered you, at the ha- 
now of my. neck, has excluded me from 
your favor: : but however you may feel 
yourſelf diſpoſed towards me in your pre- 
ſeat penitential fit let me conjure you to 
pay proper attention to yourſelff. 
Was ever ſuch romantic nonſenſe heard 
alata Lady has offered herſelf to your 
acceptance, you ſay, (the very purpoſe 
for which you incited me to turn knave,) 
and yet, hike a whining ſehool- boy, you 
will part with your ſweet-meats to patch 
up your reputation, and cry for them all 
the reſt of your days. * 
Beſides, what opinion do you think the 
Lady muſt entertain of both your gallantry 
and love? Refuſe her caſt her off force 
her upon another — and in the very mo- 


ment too, when ſne has an opportunity 
band 


— 
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(and is moſt ſenſibly diſpoſed to embrace 
it,) to become Lady Clerage and ſecure 
her ſelf from all blame.—-It js to purchaſe 
his liberty that ſhe now conſents— not to 
gratify any little vanity, ambition, or 
fickle inclination, that will be Sd: in a 
human heart. 

Not to dwell, ck upon * 
you may call conjectural magiv EG. let us 
return to your own feelings. 
Remember, my Lord, nee 18 700 
late, that Sir George Hendon, with all 
his heroics, could but poorly ſupport 
your languiſhment when ſhe is irretriev- 
ably loſt. Have you once conſidered, what 
it is to know the object of your deareſt 
affections in the poſſeſſion of your riwal, 
and ſuch a rival. -O dignity, O reſolu- 
lution, where are ye fled ! 

Have I not frequently heard you prove, 
that your heroes, of every denomination, 
are but a tame kind of madmen.— Ge- 
neroſity, compaſſion, benevolence, are 


very pretty expreſſions, and without doubt 
e tickle 
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tickle the ear, but how far would they go 
towards healing a wounded heart. 

Tou cannot upon this occaſion ſuſpect - 
me of intereſtedneſs what advantage 
mould I derive from your happineſs 
taking me in my villainous, my unſocial 
character: but how far ſoever I may have 
been drawn from the letter of integrity 
love, was my firſt ſeducer, (a paſſion 
whoſe influence you are no ſtranger to,) 
my ſecond, friendſhip—and n e 


rage, the object of it. | 

I do not meanly ſue for a Wb 
tion it is for obliging, not offending, 
that J am caſt out—I can patiently en- 
dure. But beware n arg overcharge 
er own foul.  — 


& 


1 am, &c. 


| H. Jonxs ox. 
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LETTER. V. 6 ; 


| Lord CIxR AOR to AxTuun Jonxson, 
; E ; 


Ex $, - Jolanda, you well know the 


way to my heart, and I take ſhame 


to myſelf, for having divided a fault with 
you, that was wholly my own. You have, 


my friend, awakened me to a due ſenſe 


of that happineſs that now awaits my ac- 
ceptance, and Sir George's pen is exer- 


ciſed in vain. 


A letter, I ſuppoſe of honeſt exhorta- 


tion, lies at this moment on the table be- 
fore me unopened.—I will not be warped 


from my purpoſe, I will not be deluded 
from the delightful path I have attained.— 
My Le Fever's lips have pronounced the 
happy invitation, nor will I fail to make 
one more grand puſh, to accompliſh what. | 


I have ſo long ſighed for. 

But, Arthur, you ought not to N 
„ ſuch cruel ſteps with reſpect to poor 
Leiceſter. 


a. E 


CCC ˙—ꝛ' ²˙¹—1;ꝛʃ]ͤ te ß 
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Leiceſter. I will only call on my Le Fe- 


ver, and inform her of all have done for 


her ſweet ſake, or, in other words, com- 
municate the fond hope of beholding her 
lover once again, before I reſtore — to 
ene ene 2 7 

Le Fever, Arthur, Lal. are pr not 
my witneſs, that I have 110 the er 
ed price. 

Deliver, Mr. e WS aid the, from 
< the, miſerable, ſtate to which he is now 
reduced: and if you ean accept ot me, 
(charming creature, my own ſoul is not a 
more valuable poſſeſſion) ** I will marry 
you, live with you, love and blefs you., 

That I was ſurpriſed by an ugly con- 
catenation of circumſtances at that period, 
into ſuch over-{trained generoſity, that I 
declined what I would almoſt die to ob- 
tain, I cannot deny; nay, I madly pro- 
miſed to promote, what I beyond mea- 
ſure abhor.— But when I recollect how 
deſperate an appearance matters bore 
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when the raſh vo. eſcaped me, I ceaſe to 
wonder at it. 

My amiable girl half KERR the 
prieſt out of my reach, it was my inte- 
reſt to ſooth, to flotter, to cohſole her 
but as the ſcene is ſo happily changed, 
and the propoſed terms ſo perfectly com- 
plied with—it is impoſſible to adhere 
in ſhort, Arthur, we wall ne no more 
of it. 8 a 
I this miſerable Wü of 1 heh 
veſtment of Aaaa had never fallen in 
my Le Fever's way, I had now been in 
poſſeſſion of the higheſt bliſs, and. the 
approved friend of Sir George Hendon, 
Inftead of which, I am involved in an 
ocean of mortification and perplexty. 


1 am, Sc. Abt 
WITLESON 


D 


4 


1 121 | 

i." [ 
7. N h "ETTER 
a ! a | 


| herprogerly acquainted with it—ſuſpicious 
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Lire VI. 
From the Same to the Same. 


ARE an account of my viſit to my 
beloved Le Fever. 

Miuffled up in my great coat, I enquired 

for Mrs. Stubs, and was ſhewn into her 


apartment agreeable to my wiſhes. 
Madam, ſaid I, to. the forbiding coun- 


tenanced (tho? truly good-natured woman). 


I would ſpeak with Miſs Ee Fever in your 


parlor, if you will pleaſe to permit me 
J have news for her that will be highly 


| grateful, but. mut be eammuryegted in 


n . 0 | 

It is not for me, my Sond: 8 
e, to comment either upon your pre- 
ſent requeſt, or late behaviour: my par- 
lor, I do aſſure you, is much at your ſer- 
vice, if the young Lady has no objection 


to your propoſal. 


She will not —ſhe cannot, Madam, cri- | 
ed I a little impatiently, if you only make 


and 
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and officious fool, added I, when ſhe had 
ſhut the door after her; what bright ap- 
prehenſion can now have ſeized there? 

The dear creature gueſſed my buſineſs, 
rd flew down in an inſtant. 4 

Have my prayers been heard, my Lord, 4 
cried ſhe, the moment ſhe beheld me, is 
my moſt anxious wiſh accompliſhed ? 

Mr. Leiceſter, Madam, returned J, is 
both ſafe and well (in theſe caſes, Arthur, 
it is not neceſſary to keep ſtrictly to the 
ttuth) and will be in town this very even- 
ing. 

Her joy well Leiteſter, was the ob- 
Jett of that you know. But I cannot ſay 
her gratitude quite anſwered my expecta- 
tions—ſhe ſeemed to regard my conduct, 
as mere matter of atonement. 

I faid a vaſt deal, in order to convince - 
her that Thad no hand in his kidnapping= 
but in ſpite of all my rhetoric, I could 
perceive ſtrong traces of intredulity in 
her countenance, She was however ſo 
gracious, as to yield to my intretaies, to 

conceal 
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conceal the cruel fuſpicions ſhe was | pleaſ- 
ed to entertain of me from her favourite 
tho', Tam, afraid, there was much more 
conſideration for 1 5 than your humble 
ſervant, even in that conceſſion. | 
J was, you may be ſure, very impatient 
to know what I had to depend upon 
but to introduce the important ſubject, 
required much addreſs and delicacy. 
I think, Madam, faid I, I have heard 
you ſay Mr. Leiceſter i is uoprovided for, 
I am ſorry, it is not at preſent in my 
power to evince the ſincerity of my incli- 
nation to ſerve him. A friend of mine 
indeed is lately dead, who poſſeſſed the 
perpetual advowſon of a living, ſomewhat 
about three hundered pounds a year. I 
know the family have not yet intruſted. 
the temporary poſſeſſion of it to any one, 
and that I could immediately procure it for 
your friend; but then it is not the certainty 
I could wiſh, as there is a ſon now almoſt 
eighteen, who will perhaps require the re- 
ſignation, ſo ſoon as he is duly qualified 
al erh unleſs 


Mise ;b & FEVER. 
unleſs he ſhould. be able to obtain {as 


3 


I find he has a ſtrong deſire) ſome other 


genteel proviſion in the intermediate time, 


you will take the trouble, however, to 


mention it to him, And: let ako his 
ſentiments. ann 

. I dare beliexe, Six; fad we Rely vis 
ble pleaſure, that Mr. Leiceſter would be 
extremely glad to accept of your Lord- 
ſhip's patronage and protection: he has 
both an honeſt, and a grateful heart—and 
As he will be. ignorant of the quarter an 

whence his injuries — 

Hold, Miſs Le Fever, ſaid I, even 
admitting that I. was ever ſo culpable 
when the wicked man turns from bis 
Twickedneſs, to talk to you in your own 
pious ſtrain, does. he not find favour 
with the moſt Supreme of Beings? What 
then, may not one mortal hope from a- 
nother? — Tou make a wide diſtinction, 


it is plain, between the hour of ſupplica- 
tion, and the attainment of your wiſhes 


but my memory is retentive, my expec- 
tations 


- > — — — — 
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tations high raiſed—T have performed the 
undertaking you incited me to, and douht 
not, but the * gratification will be 
mine. 

Lou have ſeen the faireſt ſky obſcured 
1 dark heavy clouds you have ſeen— 
but nothing can give you an idea of the 
change the ſe words produced in the moſt 

wy of features. 
I acknowledge, my Lord, faid the, you 
hes the advantage of me—that I made 
you the extravagant offer of my hand and 
perſon I will not attempt to deny, nor, 
if yon can ſubmit to demand them, ſhall 
they be withheld. It would be to very 
 httle purpoſe I am convinced, to remind 
you of your. profeſſions upon that ſhock- 
ing occaſion—how you diſclaimed the 
ſacrifice, the—but I have done, and will 
abide by your determination—as I fore- 
lee it is the only means of ſecuring that 
worthy, unfortunate, young gentleman, 
from farther violence - and henceforth—_ 
her ſweet mouth, Arthur was a little con- 
vulſed 
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vulſed from the ſtubbornneſs of her bad 0 
Ii be on Pom enen | 
I kiſſed her hand, and e a ent ö 
land rapturous pranks which { was unable | 
to reſtrain : nor did I once reſent (tho? I i 
ſenſibly felt the ungracious ſtroke) her 3 
bold acknowledgment, that it was for the | 
parſon 8 lake me the conſented to be 
mine. | 
| 


One thing nn my Lord, nal 1 
ed ſhe, I have to premiſe— I will not ab- | 
ruptly break off with my unhappy friend 1 
—he ſhall be ſettled in the country | 
weaned from me by degrees—and I will 
endeavour, in the mean time, todetatch my _ 
affections as much as poſlible from him— - 1 
to ſave myſelf . the moiſt horrid of 1 
perjuries. 0 | 

What can ſhe mean, Nee 1 
then all your convenient, your intereſted _ | 
matches preceded by ſo foul an action? — 1 
I will read the ceremony over to- morrow- 1 
morning, and make myſelf thoroughly 
acquainted with the nature of the engage- 

Vor. II. C ment 
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rent — but this, dear creature, has moſt 
ſingular notions of integrity and honour. 
And fo. ſhe hag need, my friend, when I 

ean reſolve to marry her, even without 
her own; conſent but I cannot help flat- 


0 tering my ſelf, that ſo violent a paſſion, 


on my part, muſt meet with a decent re- 
turn; when once it becomes her duty, you 
know there can be no doubt about it. 
I haye obtained leave to repeat my yi- 
ſit ſo ſoon as Lpleaſe, and we are to con- 
cert the moſt plauſible meaſures for recon- 
ciling Leiccſter to our future views = | 
Intentions. 

He much Lam Ae you.) can 
never be: expreſſed—you have given me 
more than life, conſequently my une 
ane will "wy E 8 


2911. 
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Lens _ ws 


Miſs Le Fzvzr to Mi Win xz a. 


Ip I not mention to you, my dear 
Polly, on ſome former occaſion, 
that I was not of the number of thoſe, who 
conceive themſelves marked out by pro- 
vidence for peculiar wretchedneſs - but 
alas! that confidence has nearly forſaken 


me—T am not in any degree equal to the 


trials I am called to ſuſtain, and, without 
ſupernatural aſſiſtance, muſt ſink under 


them. cet 


I concluded my laſt letter in the gelen 
of deſpair: but it was not even then, at 


its utmoſt height; for, would you believe 


it, all mild and timid as 1 am by nature- | 


I fle to the well known author of ] 


miſery, and offered to ä 
Leiceſter's redemptien . 
That villainy and humanity can exiſt in 
the ſame boſom but, however great tx 
ſeeming contradiction, in Lord Clerage's 
C 2 caſe, 


X 
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caſe, at that period it was moſt incon- 
teſtibly evident. My appearance ſtruck 


him with horror, and ay language fare 


1 him into contrition. 

He for ſome time uſed his artful as 
vours to conſole me, without mał ing the 
conceſſion my heart was ſet upon but 


finding all he ſaid only aggravated my 


ſufferings,” he was at laſt ſo intirely over · 
come, that he gave me the Rrongeſt aſſu- 
rances, that my wiſhes ſhould be accom- 
pliſhed, and has actually been indefati- 


cable in effecting this mane 2 | 


ment. = 
Hut by relieying me on the ane hand, 
he has deſtroyed me on the other.. 
His goodneſs, his mercy, his benevo- 


lence, my Dear, are merely tranſient: and 
as he no longer beholds me in the deplor- 


able agonies that ſhook his daring reſolu- 


tion—he already begins to deceive him- 

{elf with the prepoſterous expectation, that 

e will wear out on avourable im- 
| Preſſions 


0.1 © Ao 
. 1494101 


; 
; 


N 


N 


Miss LE FEVER. 29 
preſſions 1 have me of 0 r. Leiceſter's 
merit. 

On this fatal opens, on this ab- 
ſurd hope, or more properly from the ir- 
reſtrainableneſs of his own difpoſition, 
which he miſcalls love—he has had the 
meanneſs, the cruelty, to wave his own 
generous profeſſions, and demand the per- 
formance of mine - that were alone extort-· 
ed by miſery and anguiſh. 1 

But 1 will be refigned—birttp and. 
- grievous as the complinnce will prove to 
my ſoul, I am reſolved to carry it into 
execution —it is the only method, my 
dear Polly, (tho? you muſt confeſs a very 
"deſperate one,) to preſerve the man I love 
from injuſtice and perſecution. By this | 
exalted ſtroke of female heroiſm, (for ſuch 
you muſt allow me to call it,) my poor 
mother's circumſtances will be rendered 
eaſy, Lady Catherine's fickle friendſhip 
reſtored your Le Fever's head adorn- 
ed with jewels, her ſteps ſurrounded 
with — whilſt all theſe 

a G23 : externals 
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externals flatter her, beholding friends— 
may they never have one ſad idea of the 
wretchedneſs that will corrode her miſer- 
able heat. 

His want of * his roach of ge- 
nerofity, almoſt diſtracts me—is there in 
nature ſuch horrid ſelfiſnneſs . can any 
human being exult in the poſſeſſion of tlie 

mere covering of a broken and dejected 
ſpirit? Mr. Leiceſter—how will he lup- a 
port the no leſs, unexpected than unju- 
ttifiable treatment? I ſhall fee hun once 
more, however—and we will look no fur- 
ther at preſent the proſpect is abundant- 
ly too dreadful to be dwelt upon. FEY 

Neither my mother, nor Mrs. Leeſon, 
have the moſt diſtant apprehenſion of his 
Lordſhip's villainy—nor durſt I venture 
to give them any intimation of it, for 
fear of incurring the ſuſpicion of vanity 
and ingratitude, ſo that he will at this day 
great and noble deliverer. And as things 


* ee to take the melancholy turn, 
l have 
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I have deſcribed, it will be moſt prudent 
for me to remain for ever ſilent, e 
ing the whole tranſaction. 
ls there no way of eſcaping this laſt, 
this greateſt evil ? 

I have juſt communicated the good 
news, ibis Lord has brought me with re- 
gard to poor Mr. Leiceſter, to my beſt 
friends. They congratulated me with the 
utmoſt warmth - profeſſed to participate 
my returning happineſs, and I was obliged 
to ſink my depreſſion deep, to elude their 
penetration. They perfectly defied this 
ſtrange man of quality for his humanity, 
his diſintereſtedneſs, his greatneſs of ſoul — 
for was it not a rival, an approved as ſuc. 
ceſsful rival, that he had been the inſtru- 
ment of reſtoring, to the utter excluſion 
of himſelf and every ſhaddow of hope— 
but the felicity of the woman he loved, 
was apparently much dearer to him than 
his own. 

Specious, barbarous, irreſolute mor- 
tal can I deliver myſelf up yet what is 

C 4 the 
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the peace of a mere individokt to the 
convenience, the ſatisfaction of à multi- 


tude - my mother the already too much 


injured Leiceſter, are deſerving of the 
| re ſacrifice, __ 1 wil not com- 
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J muſt, my dear girl, een while I 
betfels that I believe you incapable of 
ſuch eruel inſult,) I muſt caution you 
never to mention the title, fortune, or 
other fatal acquiſuion'T may obtain, with 
the ſmalleſt degree of approbation they 
will be only ſo many ſtabs to my bleed. 
ing, ſuffering, heart from their proving 
continual mementos of that calm, that 
blefied tranquillity, Leicefter, a and a bare 
IN would have given me. 

I hope to fee him to- morrow.— Adieu, 
my good girl—Ifly the cruel recollection, 


that we are only to meet this once, to be 


for ever Teparated. | 
1 am, &c. _ 
1 Lx Fever. 5 
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OW, Johnſon,” I ſummons you to 
attend me to Hogſdon, to undo 
the infamous work qe wrought there, 1 in 
my PRE oe. 

I did not leave town till the evening 
drew in. Darkneſs is more eligible” than 
light to thoſe whoſe deeds art evil. E 
know not what kind of journey you had of 
it, but, for my part, I never was ingaged 
ſo unpleaſant a one in my whole life: for; 


ſhall I acknowledge it, I was ſo little 
minded, às to ſhrink at even the bare idea 


of appearing before a man, whoſe wrongs 
were fo clamorous againſt me: and for 
the honour of virtue I mention it, it was 
the conſciouſneſs that 1 had the grace to 
redreſs them, that alone ſupported me 


through the whole fad ſcene, 5 
C 5 ; News, | 
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Never was highwayman more artful- 
ly diſguiſed; at leaſt as far as the draw- 
up cape of my great coat and flouched 
hat would admit; for I did not think it 
ſafe to ſtrain any farther - ſo much for my 
dreſ my conveyance was a hackney 
coach—and my attendances—the pleaſing 


ſuggeſtions of a guilty conſcience. 
When arrived, I ſoon made a ſpecch to 


tze ſatisfaction of the keepers—ſfitence 


and- ſecrecy were my card - and the uſual 
perſuaſives my method of proceeding. 


It was not long before I was conducted to 


the diſmal apartment. Attend the de- 


ſeription of the deplorable condition, to 


which you and I wantonly reduced an un- 
offending fellow- creature; and if ever 


you undertake a friendly office again, 


have the humanity to ſuffer the unhappy 
object of your diſpleaſure, to put a period 
to an exiſtence, which, in the place I have 
ſo recently viſited, is beyond expreſſion a 
_— if Wa with common ſen- 

mart . * 
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ſibility. Thus the beſt inſtitutions may 
be perverted to the vileſt purpoſes. 
An ill-looking fellow, with a miferable 
taper, was my gentleman uſher to a room 
that had a gloomy appearance, which was 
unſpeakably — by the joe ft ir 
contained. 5 
Pale, faine, and with every 2 
the bittereſt deſpair, lay the poor ſuffer-- 

ing Leiceſter—ſtretched out at his length 
on an old dirty mattreſs his feet were 
faſtened down with cords, and wow n. 
ſtrongly fettere. 90 
His fixed features Ae not r 
leaſt change on my approach intirely 

hopeleſs what was worth his obſervation. 

Sir, ſaid I, with all the tender pity that 
was due to his condition, you muſt” not 
be ſurpriſed to find a friend in your extre- 
mity.— I know your ſtory, and have re- 
ceived authotity on one CoricefBion bad 1 F 
ſtore you to all you hold dear. vid 
It is too late, replied he in a Wade 16; j 
e faculties are all exhauſted— 
C 6 not 
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not even hope neee ade 
lity is needleſs... 

I am ſorry, Sir, ſaid I, pol apy — 0 
:  infrabbble-co what I conceived would have: 
been glad-tidings—who in your. ſituation, 
would not eagerly, extricate themſelves; 
eſpecially, if their ſafety and liberty were 
of the ſame importance to the 1 tovely 
woman onearth ? + 1 
Ahl cried he tte. gloomy. 
ſteadineſs inſtantly returning it is im 
poſſble, added he-—and yet pauſing a 
few. moments —- you ſeem: to mean me, 
well do you know any thing of * 
Le Fever? does the? 8 

It is by a friend of hers, ſaid I, that 1 

am ſent; it is by a friend of hers that I 

am employed. „ mob: . 

He endravoured to jump ; up at 1 in⸗ 
formation, but the cruel cords made him 1 
ſoon repent his raptures I cut them i in 
pieces and relieved him from that bond- | 
age * I ſhuddered N to behold. 


Com — | 
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Compoſe yourſelf, Sir, ſaid I, and- en- 
| courage every happy expectation, | mifs Le 
Fever will rejoice to ſee you. 

- He darted his ghaſtly eyes upon nt 
was obliged to repeat the flattering aſſu - 
rance, and as belief began to ſteal upon 
his heart, his features aſſumed a more pla- 
cid caſt. But, Sir, reſumed IJ, there 
is one condition that I am —_— to _—_ 
poſe, ; 
Make your own terms, Gied — A 
thing but Miſs Le Fever, (what will be- 
come of me, Johnſon?) who is infinitely 
dearer to me than life itſelf, ſhall be yours. 

It is not to be expected, returned J. 
that you ſhould not feel the utmoſt horror 
and reſentment at the treatment you have 
ſuſtained. But can you accept of the ſer- 
vices I mean to render you as a full com- 
penſation: and whilſt you bleſs your de- 
liverer, forbear to complain of your be- 
his 460 I have reaſons for this requeſt. 

You have moſt effectually ſecured him, 
faid the too POR ſufferer, by your 
humanity 


„ Ta Hisrokv or 


humanity and goodneſs, from all accuſa- 
tion: and I now bind myſelf, bythe moſt 
ſacred tyes, never to divulge one circum- 
ſtance of his unaccountable cruelty to a 
being that never injured any one. 
He is indeed, Arthur, an Ifaelite, and 
appears to be free from all guilz—nor 
would my ſoul refuſe acquaintance with 
him, if he was any other than the lover of 
my Le Fever. * 
We s ts dzbnden read. 
ſation on the road was ſuch as might be 
expected he is very happy in his ex- 
preſſions, tho}, at preſent, a kind of hor- 
rid ſpectacle to the ſight. I ſet him down 
at the houſe I had prepared for his recep- 
tion, and I have great reaſon to believe 
he has too confuſed an idea of all that has 
happened to him, ever to be able to put 
it together, if he was ever ſo maliciouſſy 
diſpoſed for he neither knows the part 
of the town he was carried from, nor the 


one he was fer down at this ente fe let 
| the 
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the black tranſaction ſink into total obli- 
vion. 


I chall pay my perſonal compliniens to 
him in the morning, in the new character 


of Mrs. Leeſon's friend, and will doevery 
thing but one to make him happy—if he 
has not actually loft his ſenſes, can I have 
much to fear? I ſhall ſleep better this 
night than many preceding ones, and 
let what will be the conſequence, neither 
you nor I ought to regret the juſtice we 
have done the injured and unhappy.. + 


] am, &c. 


'CLERAGE. 
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Fron the Same to the Same. 


Y viſit, Mr. Johnſon, is paid, and 
I would adviſe you to proſecute 


your Stor ſcheme: you and I are 
not ſo well calculated, as we imagined, 
| for 
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for everlaſting friends. All is at an end 
with me, I am not ſo accompliſhed a de- 


vil as I even believed myſelf to be—I 


have made the facrifice—the laſt: conflict 
is over and Hendon ſhall receive me to 


ſolitude and, if poſſible, tranquillity. 


But that you may not conclude it was 
a ſmall matter that ſubdued me; nor have 
it in your power to complain, that I 
broke hands with you abruptly, I will 
give you the particulars of yeſterday at 


large. 


1 found the young fellow very little 
improved in his looks wild and meagre, 
his very aſpect terrified me, nor could I 
ſupport the recoliection of the ſcene I 
tad been witneſs to the day before, with- 
out infinite confuſion. 

Are you, Sir, faid he, Mrs. Leeſon's 
friend, that I was taught to expect would 
call upon me; and will you convey me 
to my dear Miſs Le Fever? Has ſhe not 
been affected by my abſence, will not my 


return be grateful to r head is ra- 
; | ther 
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ther weak —recollection is painful to 
me but I ſhall recover by her converſa- 
tion, and revive by her tenderneſs. | 
You ſhall take a chair, Sir, faid I, and 
I will go before and prepare Miſs Le Fe- 
ver for your arrival, I accordingly hur- 
ried away to Mrs. Leeſon's, and begged 
to ſpeak once more With the Joung Lady 
in private. 

She appeared. 
informed her, Loeiceſter was on his 
way to Mount-ftreet, and befought her to 
conduct herſelf with her uſual reſolution. 
She trembled—ſhe was greatly agitat- 
ed. You will be preſent, Sir, ſaid ſne 
J have given you a right to requeſt what 
F thus voluntarily offer our private 
meetings muſt now terminate for ever. 
O! how was my fooliſh, fond, believ- 
ing heart tranſported by this unexpected 
piece of condeſcention but before I could 
reply Leiceſter was at the door. | 
It was torture, it was diſtraction - but 
could not be avoided he retained her 
2 band 
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hand after * moſt ** and affection- 
ate embrace, all which 1 was 2 happy v wit- 
. 

I am now . ſatisfied, ered 
he, and. Tet the memory. of what is paſt 
periſh for ever. The ruffians that be- 
trayed me, managed very dexterouſly ; 
for if 1 was diſpoſed to proclaim my 
wrongs, (there is comfort for us culprits) 
I ſhould be utterly unable to fix them 
but it was the condition on which I ob. 
tained my deliverance, never to com- 
plain; and as I have been ſo ſhort a time 
abſent, and my connexions in London ſo 
limitted, it will be no difficult matter to 
huſh up the whole affair. ä 

I hope, Sir, ſaid Miſs Le Fever, - Ba 
your ſufferings are all at an end—that 
gentleman has a propoſal to make to you, 
that cannot but be agreeable. 

The living was then brought uponthe car- 
pet —he was perfectly tranſported; .. 
O! Sir, exclaimed he - what unhoped 
for felicity have you conferred upon me 

0 | You, 
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You, Madam, will not furely; refuſe to 
augment, to participate the bleſſing. If 
you ever entertaĩned a favourable opinion 
of me, if you ever intended to honour 
me with your hand, do not now with-hold: 
it help me, Sir, aſſiſt me with your ge- 
nerous eloquence to obtain this greateſt, 
this moſt eſſential of points, and never 
was there a being more completely hap- 
Py, than I ſhould be rendered. 4 
This, you are ſenſible, muſt be a very 
delightful. turn and requeſt to me. | 
Miſs Le Fever's countenance was in- 
ſtantly over-ſpread with the deepeſt an- 
guiſh; and ſhe was ſeized with a ſtrong 
and moſt alarming fit, I think they call it 
convulſive. | 
Leiceſter, the horrid looking, i the offi-. 
cious Leiceſter, held her in his arms—T. 
fetched in Mrs. Stubbs Jenny happened 
very fortunately to be below—and we all 
at length, with great has brought 


her to herſelf. 
„8e. 
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© She deſired Leiceſter, ſo ſoon as the 
was ſomewhat recovered, to go up to her 
mother and Mrs. Leeſon, as they wanted 
much to ſee him, promiſing to follow ir 
a ſnhort time; but charged him on ne 
conſideration to alarm them with the 


mention of her diſorder. 


The moment Leicefter retired, ſhe in- 
treated to ſpeak with me alone. 


My Lord, faid ſhe, I find J have en- 
tered into an engagement, I am unable 


to perform—you have beheld the dread- 


ful effects of conſtraint upon my conſtitu- 
tion, and I would die in ſilence, if I had 
not the tendereſt of mothers to claim my 


attention. Let me beſeech you, Sir, be- 


fore it is too late, to conſider what miſe- 


ry, what wretchedneſs, you would be the 
author of, by perſiſting in your preſent 


purpoſe. My early death, (which would 
infallibly be the caſe,) would be the leaſt 
part of what you would have to anſwer 
for —My mother, Mr. Leiceſter, would 
not their unmerited ſufferings be duly 

puniſhed. 
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puniſhed. I behold you at prefent with 
Horror and deteſtation; I cannot conquer 
them, nor ſhall the acknowledgment. be 
any longer ſuppreſſed ; but you have it 
in your power to intitle your ſelf to my 
thanks, my gratitude, my beſt approba- 
tion. Only ſpare my perſon, and your 
Lordſhip ſhall be maſter of my every ac- 
tion: I will never marry the poor un. 
fortunate Mr. Leiceſter I will never take 
one ſtep without your ſanction and direc- 
tion—it is my own. life, my dear mo- 
ther's-and—! will not name him to offend 
you. Will you not then be merciful ?— 
Can yon, my Lord, reſiſt your own. natu- 

ral humanity, and the earneſt ſolicitations 
of a woman you proteſs to love. 
Live, live, my beloved Miſs Le Fe- 
yer, cried I, with the tendereſt empha- 
ſis, hve and be happy. I now abſolve 
you from every hateful tie. - The tempo- 
rary living ſhall be Mr. Leiceſter's—and 
do you fulfill (it ſtuck in my throat not- 
withſtanding all my contrition,) his ut- 
1 1 4 0 moſt 
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moſt defire—you ſhall never more receive 
any interruption from me. 80 ſaying, I 


hurried out of the houſe, leſt I ſhould a- 


gain relapſe into my odious extravagance. 
And now, Mr. Johnſon, I leave you to 
judge, if all correſpondence between you 
and me muſt not terminate. I cannot 
brook raillery, and you are incapable of 


beholding my conduct in any other than 


a a ridiculous light. | 
The remittances I promiſed you ſhall 


be duly made—it is from principle, not 
cowardice, that I forbear to reproach you 
with what is paſt—may we both live to 
repent—that tho', diſunited here, we may 
meet each other, and my ſweet, lovely 
Le Fever in that futurity, where crimes 
and criminals can have no place. 

I fancy L have given . enough of the 


| [/CLERAGE; 
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Sr TE N. 
Lord CLzRAGE Jo Sir Gzonxor Henpox, | 


St, ALBANS 
OW, now, my - worthy Hendon, 
You, may rely upon ſeeing me 
every thing is as you could wiſh the 
conflict over, and London Nen my ut- 
molt view, 
| I, have, taken my leave, perhaps for 
ever, of eyery vain purſuit : I have bid 
adien to the pleaſures of gaĩety, and the 
delights of revelling : I have waſhed: my 
hands of iniquity : I have torn myſelf from 
the ſpot I doated upon: l have reſigned 
ſuch, hopes: — I haye fore-gone ſuch ex- 
peftations-—but what is it [have not left 
behind me, except the curſe of conſciouſ- 
neſs, and the racks of ſenſibility. Well, 
well, am I not in the high road to Dun- 
ſable, and ſhall I not proceed from thence 
to Sir George Hendon's? Does not the 
moſt friendly reception the moſt humane 
attention, and every rational amuſement, 
await 
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await me? Lady Hendon—bur my wounds 


will bleed afreſh when I. behold her—her 
ſex, her perfetions—the domeſtic hap- 


pineſs ſhe communicates, are very unfit 


- encounters for a man in my circumſtan- 


ces. I nwſt have an apartment, my 
friend, that will ſeclude me from every 
female - and you, and you only, wil be 
my welcome viſitant. 

Yet I am determined if MAR to tear 


her lovely image from my heart—1 will 


enjoy the beauty, the innocence of your 
rural world; and be the Damon and Cor- 
rydon of the village. 

And can I then forget the Abbey ad- 


venturer—there, alas, is the rock on 


which my miſerable peace will be per- 
petually ſplitting. What a countenance 
how juſtly and ſtrongly was the ſoul de- 
picted in each glowing feature. Yet what 


a contemptible wretch, to be whining for 


the only woman, perhaps, that would 
have diſdained my addreſſes. Am I not 


young ? Do Of not poſſeſs uncommon ad- 


vantages, 
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vantages, fortune, title, vivacity; and we 
will look about us, Hendon, and not only 
divert, but diſpel this troubleſome paſ- 
ſion. Has not the gentle Romeo fre- 1 
quently excited our mirth ? the dying Va- vi 
zanees our ridicule? and ſhall we not | 
rally our modern Enamorato out of his 
languiſhments ? 

Thar there has been puppies in every 
century, is evident, no leſs from the light- 
eft, than the ſobereſt page. The witch- 
craft of love, was not at all times reſiſt- 
ible, even with heroes, ſenators, and 8 
great philoſophers—and yet I am very 
much inclined to believe, that none of vB 
your ladies, in ancient ſtory, ever „ 
my Le Fever. 1 
And are all her incomparable perfec- x 
tions to be beſtowed upon : | 
A diſtempered mind is a much worſe - 
diſeaſe, than a diſtempered brain—harſh 
and ſevere diſcipline will relieve the one, 
but enflames the other . 1 
Vol. II . «2 41D Hob 
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How ſhall we amuſe ourſelves your 
lady, I am told, is a rational being, and 
promotes her huſband's pleaſure, tho 
unconnected with her own. We will 
ramble to the utmoſt verge of your e- 
ſtate—ſraoke with the perſon, and drink 
with the hind. 

I muſt, now I recolle& naval ns 
lady Catharine of our common misfor- 
tune—misforrune did I ſay hom abſurd 
the comperiſon——ſhe, George, has only 
loſt the gratificatian of pride—whilſt 1-— 

I rejoice to think I am ſo far on my 


a way to your happy manſion— the ng 
the town is become a howling wilderneſs 


in my imagination —l have lown—but 
to what purpoſe from the ſhaft. of de- 
tpair, and the ſting of undying love, 

I have many things to tell you, that 


will aſtoniſh you my tranſgreſſions have 


mann m c 


My chaiſe is at the daor—we will read 


this wild epiſtle (for I fancy I ſball reach 


you 
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you pretty much at the fame time,) in 
one of your moſt gloomy ſhades I am 
incapable of remembering either what 1 
ought to write, or my written, except 


Sem 
&. 
Cina. 
ca Eb Dr OE ES RS 
LoarTTER Xt. 
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. HUS have 1 told you every par- 
ticular, my dear Polly, of the 
happy turn in my affairs. And I have 
only to add, that Mr. Leiceſter is now in 
actual poſſeſſion of his temporary cure— 
and has great reaſon to hope it will be ren- 
dered a permanent one. 

My Lord's generoſity has enabled him 
to be very importunate upon the ſubject 

* Mere repetition of letters, for which reaſon 
it is ſuppreſſed, | 
-D 2, [ hinted 
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I hinted to you; my mother and Mrs. 
Leeſon are entirely in his intereſt, and 


what may be the conſequence, is n 
ſible for me to ſay. 

I own, I think it would . a fngu- 
lar, if not an abſolute, encouraging ap- 
pearance with reſpect to Lord Clerage, 
if I was to decline an union, I have been 
fo bold as to acknowledge, my heart and 
ſoul to be ſet upon, when he himſelf has 
ſo ſtrongly recommended it, But it is an 
awful change, and was very foreign to 
my preſent intention—Mr. Leiceſter has, 
however, ſuffered ſo exceedingly upon 
my account, that I owe him every recom- 
pence—my mind is ſo agitated, that you 
muſt excuſe my ſaying any more—except 
to caution you not to be ſurpriſed, if the 
next news you receive, is, that I am no 
longer Kitty Le Fever, tho* as Da 
as ever | 


Your's, &c. 
C. Lz F EVER. 


LETTER 
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e e XII. | 
From the Same to the Same. 


Iran, 
ou R congratulations, my dear 
girl, were highly grateful to me. 

My ſpirits were ſo diſcompoſed by the 
important change in my condition, that 
my. mother kindly. offered her ſervice to 
make you acquainted with it“. 

Our parting. with the worthy Mrs. Lee- 
ſon, and Mrs. Stubbs, fat heavy upon my 
heart for ſome time; but the ſmiling ſa- 
tisfaction that ſhone forth in my mother's 
aſpect, ſo much ſuperior to all I could 
have expected, gradually harmoniſed my 
ſoul, and communicated the moſt flat- 
tering and delightful of hopes. She is 
deſirous, I do aſſure you, of an opportu- 
nity of preſenting her new and approved 
relation, to. his , old friend Miſs Winter 
I therefore. intreat you will let us ſee you 
Neither of which letters are inſerted. 5 
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as ſoon as poſſible, and that in the mean 
time, you will be abundantly careful of 
yourſelf for our fakes. | 

Your father's diſorder may continue for 
many months; to leave him, I own would 
be unnaturat; but ſhould any change 
take place, you ſurely would not think 
of living at fuch a cruel diftance from us. 
Our habitation is large and commo- 
dious—and its fituation to the laft degree 
unexceptionable. My mother is natu- 


rally chearful my hofband's diſpoſition 


vou are no ſtranger to; and when you 
add your fincere friend to the company, 
can you not conceive, that we might de- 
rive unfpeakable felicity from our union. 
J wilt not, however, enter into a de- 
ſeription of the conyeniency and advan- 
tages we are poſſeſſed of, leſt you ſhould 
be tempted to call my veracity in que- 
Kon; wo exaggerate beauties, and ag- 
gravatedeformities, is no uncommon prac- 
tice, where intereſt or prejudice governs 

ui 216 l d che 
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the pen; you ſhall vifit us, my girl, and 
judge for yourſelf. © 
Sometimes, indeed, when 1 look for. 
ward to the precariouſneſs of our preſent 
poſſeſſions, I am ſhocked and alarmed. 
But Mrs. Leeſon affures us of our fafery 
in ſuch poſitive terms, that Mr. Lei- 
ceſter and r . weg er ee un- 
doubting. | 
It is plain, my Polly, that this Lord 
Clerage is capable of both eruelty and in- 
juſtice, yet we muſt nevertheleſs acknow- 
ledge, that he is no ſtranger to generoſi- 
ty and humanity; great were the evils 
he brought upon us, but has he noe made 
us all poflible recompence. 
I own, when I reflect upon Lady Ca- 
tharine's conduct, His Lordſhip's loſes a 
large portion of its enormity in my eſti- 
mation: He had a gratification to ob- 
tain—her Ladyfhip's rigor' and inflexidi- 
lity—what could they proceed from; 
Did ſhe not conſign me to danger and 
fuffering, upon the ſlighteſt offence— 
D 4 her 
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her ſex alone might have taught her 2 


more tender leſſon. Had I renounced 
her protection for Mr. Leiceſter's ſake; 
had I proved ungrateful, or preſuming 


upon her indulgence, I ſhould have ac- 


quitted her of all blame - but 1 only 
ſought to relieve the miſery of ſo near 
and dear a relation, as not to have loved, 
compaſſionated, and aſſiſted, would have 
betrayed me, unworthy even of life it- 
ſelf, and devoid of all ſenſibility. 

This was my tranſgreſſion, and you are 
well acquainted with my puniſhment: 
yet this very woman ſo outrageous, ſo 
mercileſs in her reſentment, could, from 


pride, offer to beſtow upon this highly 


offending object, ſeven thouſand pounds 
to recommend her to nobility. Yes, 
ſeven thouſand pounds were ready to in- 
title her to a ſuperfluous ſettlement; but 
not one farthing to have preſerved her 
from vice or peaury. 

It is all paſt, however, and ſhould be 
forgotten; but the too retentive and feel- 
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ing ſoul will not always reſt and there 


are hours, in which the cruel ſcene of 


being driven out by her Ladyſhip, ſug- 


geſts itſelf ſo ſtrongly to my imagination, 


that I am unable to reſtrain all thoſe pats 
los, it firſt gave riſe to. 1 

What providence means to do with us, 
is an anxious, thoꝰ preſumptuous enquiry z 
Jam ſenſible every ſituation has its un- 
certainty, but the loſs of our proviſion 
is not only a very poſſible, but a very 
probable contingence. I know my own 
{trength of mind, but have reaſon to ap- 
prehend, that poor Mr. Leiceſter is not 
altogether ſo well ſuited to the exerciſe 
of adverſity—and what pangs ſhould I 
endure upon his, and my dear mother's 
account.—O Polly come, and ſave me 
from theſe embittering reflections. 

This is rather an uncommon ſtile for a 
bride—a happy bride, as I may moſt juſt- 
ly call myſelf; but there is ſuch a mix- 
ture of good and evil, of joy and grief, 

D 2195 & 30 tha 


a handſome piece of plate, and promiſes 
to favour us with her company in the 
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in my deſtiny, that I know not which 


ought to be moſt predominant. 
Lord Clerage left London, they tell 
me, in great diſcontent, (theſe young 
gentlemen—how ill they broke the ſlight- 
eſt diſappointment,) and profeſſes to ſuffer 
much more for my ſake, than I flatter 
myſelf is literally true. May he find 
that felicity in his future connexions, he 
has had the juſtice to beſtow on me. 
Mrs. Leeſon has made me a preſent of 


country, if the lives till next ſummer—a 
of life tho indeed, it is the caſe with 
reſpect to all human dependances, ex- 
cept where: the heart and affections are 


as ſtrongly united, mem 


ene and _ * 0 
C. U 


N.B. T hisletter ixfucceeded by anabridg- N 


ment of a whole two years correſpon- 
dence, 
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dence, as by the little variety and unin- 
tereſtingneſs ef the ſubjects, the reader 
would have derived but ſmall entertain- 
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LETTER XIII. 

Lord Clerac to Sir Grof HEN⁰ο. 
Orgive me, my ever valuable George, 
and you, my obliging Lady Hen- 
don, that I have made ſo unworthy a 
return for all your kindneſs, as to elope 
from your indulgent and hoſpitable roof ; 
madly to launch a ſecond time on that 
great ocean, the world. 310 

Had I followed the dictates either of 
right reaſon, or your frienilly adviſe, I 
ain ſenſible I ſhould ſtill have ſhunned the 
dangerous encounter; but let your ap- 
prehenſions, your tender concern for ine, 
wholly ſubſide, and be aſſured I am ut- 
rerly unworthy both of the one and the 


* r 


. I will 


1 
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I will tear off the maſk, for it is become 

beyond meaſure intolerable, and diſcloſe 
ſome blameable particulars which I have 
had the mean artifice, even in my hours 
of confeſſion, to conceal from your know- 
ledge. 
Lou may remember, that when my 
diſappointments drove me from Lon- 
don, I ſent you word from St. Alban's, 
that I intended to make your houſe my 
happy aſſy lum. 

At that period, Sir e 1 rather 
deceived myſelf, than you: it was my 
intention, it was my reſolution—but I 
had no ſooner.diſpatched my unmeaning, 
incoherent letter, than all the fury I had 


ſo long endeavoured to ſuppreſs, burſt 


forth, and I became bur « one remove from 


an abſolute lunatic. 
What have I done, cried L his, 


ed my laſt, my deareſt hopes—it cannot 


be—1 will indeed, never more call in a vil- 
lain to my aſſiſtance - but I cannot leave 


her ſo abruptly, I will diſguiſe myſelf —I 
, | will 
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will watch all their motions—ſhall 1 pa- 
tiently endure the racks and tortures of a 
wounded fpirit, whilſt they are revelling 
in the exceſs of felicity. No, this head 
of hair (viewing myſelf in the glaſs,) ſhall 
no longer diſtinguiſh me from the moſt 
ſober race of mortals—a wig will favour 
my wiſhes, conſequently is a moſt defir- 
able acquiſition. | 
I immediately ſought out a miſerable 
barber—underwent the operation - pur- 
chaſed a little demure bob—and without 
the leaſt precaution to prevent my taking 
cold, returned in a few hours to London. 
I wrote to you with diſſembled com- 
poſure; in order to amuſe you with a 
notion, that I had called at Clark's, (our 
old ſchool-fellow,) and told you, I would 
be with you within the fortnight. 
I had formed a variety of ſchemes, to 
introduce myſelf at Mrs. Leeſon's, nor 
do I know what miſchief I might have 
effected, if I had been permitted to carry 
any one of them into execution. But the 
loſs 
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loſs of my hair gave me ſo ſevere a cold, 
that I verily believed I ſhould have loſt 
my eyes it, however, ſoon ſhewed itſelf 
to be a St, Anthony's fire, and _ on 
one ſide of my face. els 
When I found it xceſlary 11 
ſelf under the care of ſome experienced 
_ perſon, I ſent for Dr. Broadwater, with 
whom I recollected your worthy and ſe- 
date countryman, Bann, was then a 
Porn. | 
He gave me good attention, treated 
my diſorder judiciouſly, but the redneſs 
on my cheek did not wear off for ſome 
time after I arrived at your ſeat—1 for- 
ee eee I then aſſigned for 
it. | 
Forte myiFts the defer for a de- 
cent private man, of ſome little proper- 
ty; and contrived to have frequent con- 
verſations on various ſubjects with Free- 
man, in the courſe of which I diſcovered, 
that he was poſſeſſed of uri #7005 t 
* | 
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I. at length, took an opportunity of 
enquiring into his circumſtances, and 
found them limited and unpromiſing to. 
my heart's content. For he had no view, 
beyond engaging himſelf as an aſſiſtant 
to ſame; one of the faculty in the army or 
navy. I caſt about for many days, yet 
was unable to hit upon any plauſible me- 
me hen it ſtruck my whamſical fancy, 
that to fix him at Brickley, in his own pro- 
feſſian of nnn might be a 8. 
article. . 

- vould gladiy have given myſelf to 
him as a partner, and, let me tell you, 
many partnerſhips have been patched up 
on no better foundation I the money, 
. he the ſkill, but was afraid of detection. 
Nor is there a more convenient charac- 
ter under the ſun, for running in and out 
a. houſe unqueſtioned, than the phyſi- 
cian, ſurgeon, or apothecary. The firlt, 


IJ was moſt ſenſible, was a ſtroke or two 


too high for Brickley, and the ſecond. 2 
. le 
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leſs ſuperior to the abilities I was maſter 
of; for to aſſume a conſequential look, 
and ſet a broken bone, is not REEF" 


practicable. 
The humble Sica was a ſphere, 
1 think; I ſhould have ventured to have 
moved in, if my knowledge of your coun- 
try cuſtoms, had not convinced me of 
the neceſſity of uniting the ſeveral branch- 
es, when at a diftance from the metro · 
polis. I therefore wiſely determined he 
ſhould embark alone, and that I would 
viſit him at ſome future period, as a 
friend, boarder, or whatever would wear 
the beſt face of probability. 
I 6accordingly obſerved to him one 
day, what a pity it was, he ſhould leave 
England; and, as if by accident, deſcrib- 
ed the many advantages that would ac- 
crue from his ſettling in ſome little town 
and having mentioned two or three places, 
with the addreſs you know I am capable 
of, dwelt boldly upon Brickley, as the 
moſt eligible—offered ta. be his friend 
BY 2 | and 
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and ſent him down at my on expence 
to reconnoitre. 

Every thing foocended to my wi 
reputable perſon of the faculty was great 
ly wanted, as the man who at that peri- 
od, from neceſſity was their every thing, 
was little better than a horſe doctor. 

I advanced him five hundred pounds 
upon his own bond—a houſe was taken 
the modeſt furniture ſoon conveyed into 
their reſpective places, and Freeman, with 
a moſt grateful and honeſt heart, ſtrutting 
behind his counter. * 

As the fellow I have juſt WER at's 
was the only apothecary within ſeveral 
miles of Brickley, he was pleaſed to add, 
to his other perfections, all that inſolent, 
low conſequence, ſuch a circumſtance. 
naturally communicates to your narrow 
ſouls—1o that you find our Freeman ſet 
off with a very favourable proſpect - nor 
did I ſcruple to pronounce, that - if his 
foft addreſs, agreeable perſon, tender ap-. 
plication, and indefatigable induſtry, fail-, 

| ed 
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ed to recommend and eſtabliſn him, (ſup- 
ported, as I reſolved he ſhould be by 
me, in that eſſential particular, money) 
he muſt be Am 178 N. o roger of 25 
ings. 


When this matter was perfectly ac- 
 compliſhed, I arrived at your ſeat, where 
F muſt acknowledge, I have with diffi- 
culty detamed myſelf, (notwithſtanding 
the goodneſs of both Lady Hendon and 
yourſelf,) for two whole years, during 
which time, Freeman and I have We . 
conſtant correſpondents. 
He informed me of repeated additions 
to Mrs. Leiceſter's family, a boy and 
girl; that Mrs. Leeſon had ſtood in per- 
ſon to the former, (who it ſeems is my 
name ſake) to the latter by proxy only. 
He has been fucceſsful even beyond 
my utmoſt expectations; for within theſe 
ſix weeks, Miſs Winter, (the Lady whoſe | 
letter f intercepted, and ſent my baſe en- 
gine a copy of, at the breaking out of 


* — and who, upon the. 
death 
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death of an old croſs father, came to re- 
* fide intirely with her friend, Mrs. Lei- 

ceſter,) has thought proper to beſtow her 
hand upon him, with a fortune of nine 
thoufand pounds. 
The ſmall fam 1 lent him, has been 
repaid with the utmoſt gratitude, and 1 
have received repeated invitations, both 
from himſelf and wife, (by the name of 
Clayton, and the dire&ion of the letter 
being left at your poſt-houſe till called 
for,) to favour them with my company 
an invitation, I have had the grace, till 
within theſe few days, to decline. 

But what is now become of all my 
reſolution and have I at laſt moſt fa- 
tally retracted my renunciation of this 
charming woman ? Ihave, George, heard 
ſuch particulars, as muſt juſtify the flame 
that has been awakened in my foul,” and 
pleat my ham hand "ny ene bee 
ceeding. nh 
Tou muſt allow, Sir George Hendon, 


| ow if Mifs Le Fever was under no obli- 


gations 
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gations to me, I was not in any degree o- 
bliged to Miſs Le Fever; but what can. 
be ſaid for a wretch who having receiv- 
ed the moſt precious of gifts — can be 
unkind to the giver and entertain the 
groſſeſt ſuſpicions of her, that is little in- 
ferior to the angels ee, in purity 
and virtue. 

Why, why would this reptile teach 
ſuch a wife an evil leſſon againſt him- 
ſelf—and will ſhe not attend to it—ſhe 
indeed ſpurned me, when J offered ta 
raiſe her to the higheſt dignities - but 
may ſne not be rouſed by ill treatment, 
to make me the inſtrument of her re- 
venge —it is at leaſt worth the experi- 
ment, and ſhall be carried into cut 
tion. 
Have patience with me, my friend, and 
do not compel me to ſeek a leſs worthy 
confidant— will write you every thought 
of my heart, however odious or reprov- 
able, and ſubmit to your chaſtiſement 
n ee. Be ſatisfied that baſe- 


neſs, 
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neſs, that guilt dwells only on my pen, 
ſo long as 1 continue to correſpond with 
you. Accept this as my final apology, 
and allow me to rattle on in the language 
of a knave, to ſecure me an honeſt man. 

A beautiful dejection, as Freeman ex- 
preſſes himſelf, is viſible in her aſpect, 
which his wife aſſures him is wholly ow- 
ing to little unaccountable flights 'and 
mean inſults, he is frequently prone to 
commit; tho' he has the addreſs to con- 
fine them to their private hours, and ſhe 
has too nice a ſenſe of duty to reveal -was 
this poiſon to he reſiſted it run through 
my veins - and you have been ae to 
its effects in the firſt inſtance. 

Upon this ſlight foundation alone, 90 
I once more become a rambler, and in 


order the more effectually to conceal my- 
ſelf, I intend to ſtain that fide of my face 
that was affected by my diſtemper, and 
aſſume the humble bob wig in which 1 
appeared, when Freeman was perſonally 
acquainted with me. Theſe articles, to- 

gether 
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9 with the heavy langour my eyes 
ve contracted, my ſharpened features 
and common abſences of thought, can- 
not. fail to give me the air of a. man of 
cloſe ſpeculation, and me bid * 
to detection. nb 

I . hejney will not meet 
with your approbation. Domeſticated 
by an irreſiſtible charm, and confirmed 
in every worthy principle, by being out 
of the reach of temptation, you look upon 
it as the eaſieſt thing in life, to walk ſo- 
berly and righteouſly ; but believe me, 
my happy friend, that had you been ex- 
erciſed in the diſappointments that have 
fallen to my lot, you would have found 


your heart beyond meaſure refractory. 


Hlave you not the ſame degree of fire 
in your temper as myſeif? have you not 
an equal ſhare ot vanity, and is not your 


ambition quite as unbounded but you, 


indeed, direct your ſpirit to innocent and 


| profitable purſuits you are vain only in 
nnn due power over your own 


inclina- 
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- inclinations, and ambitious where the 

cauſe is virtue. | 

I feel, I acknowledge myſelf the rale 
and moſt whimſical of beings, I can en- 
ter into all your rational, your benevolent 
gratifications; I. eſteem, nay wiſh, to 
emulate your prudence, your modera- 
tion but there is a. reſtleſs ſomething 
which informs my breaſt, that is ſuperier 
to the convictions of ſenſe, and the ad- 
monitians of reaſon—it will—it muſt be 
obeyed—mix. pity, therefore, with con- 
demnation; and whilſt you deſpiſe the 
action, gently cenſure the man. 

You mentioned ſomething to me once 
concerning education —it has been the 
bane of many ſuch wretches as myſelf. 
} never was taught the neeeſſity of ſelf- 
denial, nor heard the leaſt mention of the 
advantages of patience and reſignation. 

No one was fo gracious, as to prepare me 

to encounter mortification or difficulties, 

no. more than if they had not had exiſt- 


ence yet you find 1 have been called 
to 
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to the practical knowledge of thoſe moſt be 


trying evils; and my. diſqualification to 


ſuſtain them, has occaſioned all the errors 


and iniquities I have been guilty of. 
May your life continue as ſerene as 


| your conduct is juſtifiable ; may your 


ſoft, your endearing companion be inca- 


pable of deviating from the excellent rules 


ſhe has hitherto obſerved—and may nei- 
ther of you ever know the miſery and 
wild confuſion (tho? but for a moment, 
that the loſs of a beloved object can pro- 
duce, where there is ſtrong ſuſceptibility. 


I am, &. 


CLERAGE, 


= = 


LeTTER XIV. * 
Sir GORE Henpon 10 Lord CLERAGE. 


O 


! Clerage, Clerage, will you, in one 
. unlucky hour, undo all that two 


whole years ſeemed to have accompliſh- 
| ed — 
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ed vill you again reſume the trammel 
of vice, and ſubmit your lately retrieved 
neck to the hateful yoke of baſe diſſimu- 
lation. Return once more, my friend, 
to thoſe ſcenes of peace and innocence, 
which you have ſo recently guided, and 
we will redouble our endeavours, to ren- 


der them delightful to you and reflect 


before the unavailing period reaches you 
that the very tears of virtue, are of far 
greater value than the broadeſt mirth, that 
vicious pleaſure has in ſtore. 

' If I had never loved you, never had 
any other connexion with you, than dur- 
ing theſe laſt two years, your ſudden de- 
parture, and unwarrantable purpoſes, 
would grieve and alarm me; judge then 
what I muſt now feel; when, after having 


had you reſtored to me, from the very 


ſhip-wreck of honour and integrity, to 
know you a ſecond time PRES info ne 
unfathomable deep. . 

My wife embed laments che de- 


ception you have practiſed both upon us 
Vor. II. E and 


— — — — — 2 — — — —— — 
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and yourſelf; and intreats me to omit no 

dne argument, to ſave you from yielding 

ypourſelf a miſerable flave, to the crimi- 
| nal dictetes W the maſt 8 Mn _ 


15. 118 


1 111 


a8 pu; it: PATH Py quid of 
eee as ti become a mere 
ſenſualiſt? Where is your pride What, 
have you no idea of the dignity the du- 
ties of a rational being? — our form is 
erect, your intellectual faculties unimpair - 
ed: can you then deſcend to herd with 
the beaſts of the field, that are incapable 
of the gratifioations, for which LIT are 
Ne ee ee 
Abeba injuſtice of the e 
you uniformly: purſue the walk aſſigned 
ye the voice of inſtinct ought to be o- 
beyed—you have no appetites that are 
unlawful, no deſies that are winjuſtifi- 
able - yet when this :hing, that calls him - 
ſelf your Lord, abuſes the endowments 
by — and * n to re- 
nounce 
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nounce his glorious hopes of a happy im- 
mortality; When the checks of con- 


ſcience, and the ſtings of reflection, are 
inſufficient to eſtrain him from the groſ- 
ſeſt of exceſſes we then proclaim him 
brutal, e de Thould Rite him infer. 
nal. Uns n 511 07 n 

Lou poſe ae for Mrs. Leiceſtet 
incites you to throw yourſelf again in her 
way; but you are pace. deceive — 
it is revenge. 

Tou vas refuſed by her, when yout 
pirpolth were what you called honour- 
able, (tho' ſhe was even then engaged to 
her preſent hufband,) from a humility, 
an integrity that few females have equal- 
led. Fou cannot, you have not, my 
Lord, digeſted the mortifying ſtroke. 

But how comes it, that her choice 
might not be us voluntary as your? 
Tour deſigns were of the baſeſt nature; 

on your firſt acquaintance with her—her 
virtue was too pure thr your corrupt 
light—it gave her too teat ſuperiority 

„ over 
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over you—and her reduction to a ſuitable 
ſtandard, to your own, the grand point 
you had in view. Lou ſoon, however, 
diſcovered the folly of your attempt; 
Captain Le Fever's bravery, was perpe+ 
tuated in his daughter's chaſtity, and you 
was reduced to the neceſſity of afſumings 
at leaſt, the face of that nee ſhe we 
evidently loved. 31 | 
Tou ſtill failed of gerne had 
met with a young fellow, that. poſſeſſed 
the requiſite qualiſications to recommend 
himſelf to her ene him ſhe 
accepted. 

I will ſpare you the recollection of an 
action, that repentance had almoſt obli- 
terated. She married him from too 
great ſenſibility the much favoured huſ- 
band is betrayed into error —all exceſſes 
are productive of mortification and un- 
eaſineſs and none more acute or hard to 
ſuſtain, than from exceſs of love. But 
Mrs. Sw has too much Amen 

to 
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to miſtake the cauſe, and too much can- 
dour not to excuſe and pity the effect. 

Her mother's mild affection— ber in- 
fant's ſmiling innocence will make her the 
utmoſt amends: for the unfortunate ten- 
derneſs of her huſband—and as every be- 
ing muſt have difficulties to cope with, 
perhaps none would be more light or 
eligible to her, than what ſhe is called to 
Encounter. 

Let you, my Lord, on another foun- 
dation, than hearing that her huſband is 
not (what no mortal ever--was, and you 
yourſelf, you muſt be ſenſible, are very 
foreign to) perfection; you are ſetting 
out in order, if poſſible, to work that in- 
to miſery and — that is at * 
ſent only a trifling allay. 
Forego the baſe, the cruel defi; and 
let good a ſecond time refult from evil, 
by leaving the worthy Freeman, to en- 
joy the felicity he has derived — ger 
n 29 29 104 
| r aon 3 


* 
* 
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It is needleſs to. trouble you to read; 
or my; ſelf. to write, any further diſſua · 
ſiyes; for if what I have already offered 
are inſufficient to warn you of your dan · 
ger, or induce you to make a timely: re- 
treat, you muſt take the conſequenee of 
your obduracy, and I * remain you? 
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ow can you my nh George; 
prevail upon yourſelf. to. write in 

fach harſh and grating terme, to ſo mi+ 
ſerable a wretchy, as you are ſenſible, Cler · 
age has long been. Am I not ſubdued 
by diſappointment? Does not the hand 
of mortification ſufficiently depreſs me, 
that 
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that you thus unite n endeavours to 
cruſh me to the duſt? 69100 
My journey to Brickley wil; in all 
probability, prove no other than an in- 
nocent amuſement I muſt ſee her—l 
muſt de an eye · witneſs of the treatment 
ſhe ſuſtains, but her peace ſhall not in 
any degree be interrupted, or her repu- 
tation ever ſo lightly wounded. 
l believe, I ſubſcribe to the juſtice, the 
truth of all your arguments but what- 
ever doubts you may entertain of my 
principles, you can have none of hers—l 
am no ruffian myſelf, nor ſhall any con- 
ſideration incite me to employ a ſecond in 
my ſervice, and for compliance was ſhe 
not Miſs Le Fever. If indulging. my- 
ſelf with a little converſation with her 
if bebolding her lovely face, or breathing 
the fame air—can leſſen the weight of 
what ! endure,. 0 b 22 Why ben 
r e 
I have moſt faithfully ban her . 

nacder, in the courſe of our correſpon · 

5 E 4 dence. 
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dence. Was ſhe not immoveable in po- 
verty, conſtant in love, and irreſiſtibly 
pathetic in calamity ? Did not the anguiſh 
of her countenance, the energy of her 
language, warp me from my moſt de- 
termined purpoſe, even when 1 had a 
bad genius, to ſpirit me on to the final 
accompliſhment of it? — What then may 
you not rehy upon, when all my 
thoughts ſhall be communicated for cor- 
rection — every action ſu bmitted to yur 
cenſure. . 
I commenced villain, it is true, moſt 
daringly commenced it—but ſhew me 
the man that would have ſo ſoon retract- 
ed—] am evidently too much in her power 
for her ever to be in mine, and I only 
catch at the moſt extravagant and pre- 
poſterous of hopes, to ſnatch myſelf for 
4 moment from the depths of deſpair ; 
but ſhall I confeſs the undiſguiſed truth 
to you, Sir George —I have a pride, an 
unſpeakable ſatisfaction in this woman's 
virtue —and i it will be for the honour of 
| | her 
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her ſex, as well as the tranquility of my 
poor ſoul, that I ſhould be convinced the 
is equal to every trial. The bare inſinu- 
ation, the half formed ſhadow of error 
or impropriety in that nature, that I have 
ſo long perſuaded - myfelf, is the pureſt 
that ever dwelt on earth is beyond mea- 
ſure inſupportable and I muſt have an 
opportunity of viewing her in every new 
light in'which ſhe may be placed. The 
ſuſpected wife, the mother—they afford 
a large field of obſervation and action, 
and I ſhall forget my own cares in my at- 
tention, my cbncern for hers. Weigh 
well what I have now wrote in the honeſt 
ſimplicity of my heart—and en me 
if you can. 

Conſent, therefore, to let me write to 
you—vouchſafe to be privy to my 
tranſactions, and if J do not acquit my 
ſelf as much to your good liking on this 
as ſome former dcciidine-—ihe pour forth 
your molt ſtabbing reproaches, and finiſh. 

E 5 an 


80 Bun His rox op 


an exiſtence, that under ſuch circumſtan- 
ces would be odious, even to its profeſſor. 
L could not forbear making Mrs. Lec- 
ä ſon a viſit it would have been both cruel 
and ungrateful to have neglected her, 
when. within my reach. Though it will 
not be in my power to contribute much 
(as my ſtay in London will be ſo ſhort,) 
to enliven, what age muſt have rendered 
tedious the gloomy hours; yet this 
worthy creature, juſt on the verge of the 
grave, has a thouſand reſources in her- 
ſelf, that I ſhall never attain - true good- 
neſs of heart, my friend, is a ſupport 
that never fails. 

Our meeting was both tender and a- 
greeable. The faithful Jenny, was ready 
to cry for joy at my return how many 
fond and tormenting ideas was revived 
in my breaſt - but as I was impatient to 
proceed to Brickley, 1 ſoon took my 
leave, under pretence c of urgent buſineſs 
that had called me through town, but. 


would not permit me to continue in it. 
Perhaps 


them. I ſhall affect 
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Perhaps I may be ſo much delighted 
with the joys of friendſhip. and the inno- 
cence of a country life in this my new ex- 
pedition, as to be unwilling to renounce 
great reſerve my 
viſits at the parſon's — not be frequent, 
nor of long duration — but as a rich cor- 
dial, a ſupporting, a reviving cordial, 
taſted with judgment and moderation. 
Ihe little boy - what, Leiceſter's boy ? 
No, my Le Fever's had they called him 


Le Fever, my whole foul ſhould have 


been devoted to him—but if he has his 
mother's features, can my attachment be 
withheld? | 

1 forgot to mention, that Mrs. Lee- 
ſon, in the few moments we were toge- 
ther, did not fail to recommend the inte- 
reſt of this family to my peculiar care 
and conſideration, and that in ſuch 
ſtrong terms, that I reſolved to have an 
immediate interview with young Wed- 


bore, reſpecting the living. I found, on 


converling with him, that he had a turn 
E 6 for 
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for a court chaiſe, rather than the church, 
and therefore introduced him to his grace, 
of—my particular friend, who has pro- 


miſed to provide for him agreeable to 


his wiſhes, and the living Is to FRE Lei- 


ceſter”s for life. | 
1 ſhall not, however, communicate its 
good news too abruptly, but examine 
both the huſband and wife's conduct, be- 
fore 1 ſet them at the height of their wiſh- 
es if he is a barbarous wretch, and ſhe 
has any gratitude - never bounce, George, 
you cannot ſeriouſly apprehend either 
the one, or the other, | | 
I ſhould have avoided all the iniquity 
and ſufferings this ſweet girl has occaſion- 
ed me, if it had not been your fault— 
you are ſurpriſed— but, thus I make it 


appear. 


Invite a man down into the country, 


when you are convinced he is incapable 


of quitting London — was that the time, 


Hendon — no: you 8. have taken him 
| down 


MISS LE FEVER. 8; 
down with y you, and then you would have 


been ſure of him. 

Did you not perceive the e there 
was for reſtraining my heedleſs ſteps, even 

before we left the Abbey? Had I not 

drank deep of the intoxication of beau- 


ty? Did I not vow an indefatigable pur- 


ſuit? And did. you once exert yourſelf as 


you ought to have done, in diſſuading me 
from that my declared reſolution. 
But you was yourſelf in love at that 


period to have engaged my company, 


would have been in ſome degree, to in- 
terrupt your own happineſsrecollect this 
article, and bluſh—bluſh, ' Sir George 
Hendon, at the double guilt of neglect 
and ſelfiſhneſs. 

I ſhall leave London to-morrow morn- 
ing—it is but one day's journey—and in 
the evening my eyes will behold—at leaſt; 
the houſe. 5 

You ſhall receive all the e e 
and ſhould your curioſity at laſt be in- 


ferior to your honeſt rage, and you will 
not 
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not deign ta peruſe them—it will be no 
affair of mine —and I ſhall reſt perfectly 
fatisfied-in the conſciouſneſs, that L am 
18 agrecable to the character of 


Tour's, &c. reformed © 15 


Cisgaer. 
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LETTER XVI. 0 3. 
Mrs. FREEMAN to Miſe Ginson. 


ow aukward an undertaking, to 

inform my dear Penelope, that I 
am at length become the wife of honeſt 
Freeman the murder is, however, hap- 
pily out and as we have actually been 
married theſe five weeks —we will let the 
wonder ceaſe, and chat over the wedding 
with the ſame compoſure, as 1 it had * 


pened months ago. 
I bad, without doubt, ſufficiently ex- 


plained myſelf upon the ſubject, to pre- 


pare 
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pare you for the otherwiſe aſtoniſhing 6- 
vent—but it is the very purpoſe, my 
dear, for which we all ſo ſmartly look a- 
hou wh eee end % our crea- 
tion. 5 

My hiſtory, I hope you will 1 was 
very ſoon wound up, by my accepting the 
very firſt man that ever ſerioully aſked me 
the queſtion — but we girls of a common 
ſtamp, mult not expect to have it in our 
power to cut the flouriſhes your beauties 
Claes: 

To be ſure, upon the whole, L am 4 
very decentiſh figure—but it is not every 
male mortal, that might have made the 
diſcovery, and Freeman is the beſt- na- 
tured, grateful, obliging ſoul you ever 
met with, 

A country apothecary, worth nine thou- 
ſand pounds, I grant you is rather unuſal— 
but then he has inſiſted upon ſecuring ſo 
large a portion of it to my own uſe, that 
I yerily think he deſerves the reſt—tho' 

mh 


3 Taz Hi $T oxy or 

he was even to ay it it aff out in fine Paint 
ech gallipots. 0 

No wife was ever more notable, than 1 

intend to prove myſelf to be, (I have in- 
tirely left the fine Lady at the parſon's,) 
knitting, ſpinning, and every ſpecies of 
induſtry, ſhall be carried on under my 
roof, as an example for my more idle and 
leſs fortunate neighbours. Four poorer 
order of gentry, who with the utmoſt 
ſtraining and difficulty, can barely make 
both ends meet, as the phraſe is, are a- 
ſhamed of many acts of economy, as ap- 
prehending them to be tokens of mean- 
neſs, or indication of poverty but it 
ſhall be my endeavour to render pro- 
priety faſhionable—and to teach theſe 
mis-judging females, that nothing is diſ- 
commendable that is conſiſtent with rea- 
ſon and probity ; ; Or a reflection upon the 
head, heart or circumſtances, that | is wor- 
chy to be pertormed. | 

It is aftoniſhing to me, that the gene- 


I rality of the world ſhould be ſo weak, as 
| ro 
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to live rather in conformity to the humour 
of their acquaintance, than their on for- 
tunes or inclinations. What would it be 
to me, if I was eſteemed a degree or two 
leſs rich or valuable than I knew myſelf to 
be——ſhould I not have the happy teſti- 
mony of my own conſcience would not 
my family equally rejoice in my good ma- 
nagement or induſtry, and reap the ſame 
benefit from my example, as if my ex- 
cellences and perfections were ſounded 
upon the houſe- top. | f 
1 could ſay a vaſt deal more, quite as 
much to the purpoſe as what I have now 
preſented you; but 1 ſuppoſe news in- 
ſtead of reflections would be your choice 
you are a very fooliſh girl—and utterly 
unacquainted with your real advantage. 
I have, however, a reckoning to ad- 
juſt with vou, Mrs. Penelope, therefore 
we will quit ſentiment, | and deſcend to 
wrangling. 1 : 
I muſt beg leave to make you ſenſible 
of the folly and abſurdity of your mount- 
0 ing. 
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ing the great horſe, ſome two months. 
= on my informing you, that I had no 
| objection to fixing myſelf for life, on the 

fame fpot with my friend Mrs. Leiceſter. 
T thought you had underſtood, that that 
43 was the very purport of my viſit—in- 
| deed i never once dreamt of the gentle 


ſome equally gentle forain, to have an- 
ſwered the intention, if he had been out 
of the queſtion. _ . 

Need I tell you, that ſhe was the ac- 
quaintance, the friend of my infancy; 
and that each revolving year added 
treble increaſe to our tender affection: 
nay, was it not from your liſtening with 
ſo much patience to, my converſation, 
when ſhe was the ſubject, the original 
recommendation to my fayour and con- 
fidence. Your heart, | allow, is very 
prettily turned for every ſoft and gene- 
rous ſenſation, but you muſt not, like 
Leiceſter, feel too ſtrangly—1 hate every 
ado of ſelfiſhneſs, 


3 
42 1 


A propos 
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Apropos ta Leiceſter, could yau ever 


have conceavel it poſſibſe, thut he ſhould 
have contracted ſuch ſhocking humours. 

You know him well, modeſty, polite . 
neſs, cafe and .mgenuauſhneſs, were wont 
to be the only viſible: actuators of his 
conduct and convetſation; but I perceiv- 
ed, the very hour I arrived, that he was 
greatly and alarminghy changed, 
- His cyes have a wildneſs and impa- 
tience, and he is to the laſt degree in- 
quiſitive and attentive, on the moſt trifling 
occaſions which was too plain an indi- 
cation of the paſſion, to which ſome con- 
ſtitutions are particularly able, for me 
to/ be deceived; to behold: an object with 
too much partiality, is a misfortune —as 
we are mighty apt to meaſure out neigh- 
bours feelings by our on: and conclude, 
that What we ſo abundantly dread to loſe, 
is fought to AN tac Wa n . 
But novvichitanding k ber . bork 
an eye and an car-witneſs' of many mali- 
AK cious 
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cious abſurdities the ſubject is of too 
tender a nature for me to ſtart to a wife, 
that apparently ſeeks to elude every op- 
portunity of falling upon it - nor have I 
once ſpoke my ſentiments, except to my 
good man and yourſelf. What a bleſſed 
thing it is, that he has nothing of the 
kind in his compoſition. I conſider it as 
a diſtemper or lunacy of the ſoul, and 
when once attacked, for ever mcurable. 
Indeed, Where a woman's conduct is 
in any degree blameable, or When a no- 
torious villain ſeeks too many occaſions to 
entertain her, I think it far from unnatu- 
ral, that a delicate and fond huſband 
ſhould be diſturbed: but when neither 
the one nor the other is the caſe, and he 
is wholly indiſcriminate in his apprehen- 
ſions, I deſpiſe both him and them. 
Mrs. Leiceſter, as I have frequently 
told you, 1s that very wife every woman 
ought, but few or none are capable of 
becoming, ſhe lives but to oblige him; 
_ 3 ſhe can diſpenſe with his infire 
£14072 mity, 
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mity, or childiſhneſs of temper, I have not 
the leaſt idea; there is one article ſhe has 
had the addreſs to execute, that I think 
is a maſter - piece in more reſpects than 
one — her huſband. has no ſuſpicion of her 
lutely for his own dear ſake 7 ſhew me 
the female, my girl, beſides herſelf, chat 
would not loudly have boaſted of her 
conſtancy, her diſintereſtedneſs—and by 
over-parading the matter, have-given him 
reaſon to ſuſpect ſhe repented her heroiſm. 
But what is greater than all the reſt, 
is, that Mrs. Le Fever remains perfectly 
ſatisfied with her ſon-in-law : nay, looks 
upon him as the moſt valuable of huſ- 
bands. There is an amazing ſubtilty in 
his conduct in this reſpect, almoſt bor- 
dering upon the ſubtilty of madneſs 
for I have ſeen him treat her with the 
higheſt reſpect, even at the very period 
that he has been rendering her daughter 
the moſt miſerable of women — by a thou- 
land new invented arts of tormenting— 

ſuch 
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fuch as inſulting her for Tome chearful- 
neſt he -has obſerved in her behaviour, 
and to which he has himſelf incited her 
ſome rivility ſhe has ſhewn to thoſe he 
bas called his |friends—or ſome -expref: 
ſians of approbation he has extorted from 
her for any new acquaintance yer this fit 
once over, and never was man more ten- 
def or affectionate for ry part, I could 
as ſoon fly as endure ſuch perplexed eir- 
cumſtances—ill- nature may be ſupport- 
ed, but theſe” unreaſonable tranſitions, 
from diſſatisfaction to dotage, who could 
comply with them. 4 . 
Tho' it is, my Penelope, a wayward 
unſteady ſex at beſt: and perhaps Free- 
man, all-inſinuating as he now appears, 
would be tempted to-exerciſe his power, 
if he was but as ſure of his ſubject. 
I he was to take it into his wiſe head, 
ta make the experiment from conceiving, 
that the favoured companion of ſuch a 
woman as Mrs. Leiceſter, muſt neceſſa- 
— 110] 10 @1 nm e. rily 
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rity follow her exam ple, how would he 
find himſelf deceived. 

Inſtead of tamely perſiſting in in an ap- 

pearance of eaſe and happineſs (as the 
ſo ſucceſsfully afſumes, as almoſt to im- 
poſe upon me in fpite of the evidences of 
my own ſenſes) I would proclaim my re- 
ſentment far and near, all the town ſhould 
not only know when I was in the pouts, 
but I would cuff the cauſe over and. over 
in whatever company I might happen to 
be caſt in what pity that, with ſo fine a 
ſpirit—there is ſo little proſpett, from the 
diſpoſition of my worthy ſpouſe, of my 
having many e | of . 
ing it. 
But trifler that I am to negle& thole 
neceffary preparations, for the reception 
of my huſband's firſt friend, that I am 
fenfible-would be a greater reflection up- 
on my breeding and underſtanding, than 
the moſt ſervile ſubmiſſion to the rational 
in junctions of an honeſt gootha atured 
_ and maſter, 


Mr. 


ö 
ö 
| 
| 
| 
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Mr. Clayton is hourly. expected, my 


dear, and ſhould he anſwer the deſcrip- 


tion I have received of him, I have a 


: ſcheme for adding your Ladyſhip to the 
happy ſociety of your friend, and Jour 


friends friends at Brickley. vob 5 
Tun be. nt 6 


£5 f "#. 
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O W. George, you are once more 
my friend, the healer of my peace, 
and guardian of my honour; nor will 1 
ever abuſe your generous, your humane, 
toleration. 

I reached this town of Akin pretty 
early in the evening. 
Freeman was from home, at the par- 
ſon's truly —his wife and him almoſt live 
ind F reeman——but beware 


young 
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young man- the dangerous connection, 
notwithſtanding your union with an amia- 
ble woman, and moſt valuable principles, 
may coſt you dear—Mrs. Leiceſter cannot 
be beheld with too much caution. 
Freeman, the moment he heard I was 
arrived, hurried over to receive and con- 
gratulate me—and Leiceſter, from abun- 
dant civility, following cloſe at his heels, 
inſiſted on my ſupping with his family. 
I pleaded fatigue, diſhabille — but he 
would have no denial. No ceremony was 
to ſubſiſt between us: his fire- ſide knew 
not what it meant and he had quitted i it 
with a promiſe to introduce me there. 
I had objections, I had palpitations, 
but what could I ſay—there is no reſiſt- 
ing ſome people's perſualion—in a word, 
I ſuffered myſelf to be conducted to a 
ſcene my heart panted after, cho it was f 
has. unfit to-encounter it. ' 
We entered the parlour, 
On one fide the chimney, in an eaſy 


Chair (for I found ſhe had been a little 
Vol. II. F indi- 


| 
| 
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indiſpoſed) ſat the agreeable Mrs, Le Fe- 
ver; and oppoſite ta her, on an humble 
ſeat, for the-convenience of performing 


the nurſe's part, one of the faireſt mothers 


in the creation. 
A little cherub,, the 1 image ** hestelf, 


fat ſmiling on her Knee]; telling her all 


thoſe intereſting (though unintelligible) 


tales, peculiar to its tender and endear- 


ing age: whilſt ſhe beheld it wich che 


beautiful tranſports of maternal affection. 


| Freeman's wife, with a lively and inge-- 
nuous aſpect, was ſtanding before her, 
increaſing and participating her delight, 
by repeatedly calling. forth a innocent 
raptures of the darling box. 
Leiceſter, with, no ill — preſented 


me to his mother and our new neighbour, 
Madam, laid he, is, 1 hope, future friend 
y dear, addrefling Mrs. Leiceſter 
Mr. Freeman's much yalued Mr. Clay ton. 
I bowed upon her. hand, but a not 
venture to ſalute her. 10 1 


« 1 fl 1 
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Mrs. Freeman is extremely agreeable, 
and ſaid many obliging and ſprightly 
things, to the viſible latisfaction of her 
huſband, and all the company, | 

I ſtole a view, at every convenient pe- 
riod, at a face that I once —it is over, 
George, and cannot be recalled — the 
bloom is rather faded, and the vivacity 
leſs ftriking—but I flatter myſelf, it is 
merely owing to the nature of the offices 
ſhe is at preſent engaged infor it is im- 
poſſible to be a raſcal to ſuch a woman. 

We had a genteel, though frugal ſup- 
per; ſerved up with a propriety and de- 
corum that ſurprized me but ſhe was 
certainly intended for a perſon of quali- 
ty or rather was formed to adorn, what- 
ſoever ſphere ſhe might be caſt in. 

It is wonderful that pleaſure can ſo 
intoxicate us—l forgot my. fatigue—l 
loſt my ſenſe of every lorrow except 
now and then that my eyes would unfor-. 
tunately meet the happy Leiceſter's, when 
F 2 —but 


— — 
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to ſpeak my feelings. 
We took our leave at eleven o clock, 


that I awaked with regret, and aroſe with 
mortification. J 


. * 
* 


— 
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but ĩt is not in the power of language 


and I was viſited with ſo flatteringadream, 


2 — 


LETTER XVIII. 


From the Same to the Same. 


— * 


Ober exclaim, that they have 
two ſouls, as your unhappy friend. 


on this angel of a woman: yet when the 
bad one gains the aſcendency, my de- 
fires, my wiſhes, my reſolutions, are al- 
W e infernal. | 


c 


Hendon, who can with ſo much 


When the good one predominates, how 
do I abhor every unworthy attempt up- 


But 


| 


r e 
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But do not conceive, that I am a jot 
more culpable for beholding and converſ- 
ing with her—for if there is a remedy on 
earth for my diſtemper, it is to be alone 
derived from that very circumſtance— 
I might be deceived with falſe hopes, and 
falſe expectations, when at a diſtance— 
but to ſee her, is to be convinced, how 
vain and injurious every idea of Mrs. 
Leiceſter's, that is inconſiſtent with Mrs. 
Leiceſter's honour or purity. _ 
I am an amazing favourite with the 
whole family at the parſon' kgs +4 
Mrs. Le Fever finds ſomething in' my 
converſation and ſentiments, that | is ex. | 
tremely agreeable to her.. 
Leiceſter, from thinking himſelf ce 
In my friendſhip, over-whelms me with 
civilities—ſo unſightly a figure I own has 
no very dangerous or threatening, an ap- 
pearance—but he that judges from the 
outſide alone will eyer be liable to the 
groſſeſt errors. 


' 
* 


F 3 And 
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And the dear woman, Sir George, 
om being relieved, in her connexion 
with me, from all that mortifying re- 
ſtraint, the peculiarity ot her huſband's 
temper, generally lays her under, ac- 
knowledges that ſhe is much pleaſed with 
my company. She leans upon my arm, 
| when conduct her home of an evening 
from her fricnds—prattles to me with ſuch 
ſweet, ſuch enchanting familiarity, that I 
am afraid 1 ſhall betray myſelf in a mo- 
ment, when J leaſt intend it, and that 
may prove the moſt unpropitious. 

She has both a ſon and a daughter; the 
little Philip is an engaging child - the 

other quite an infant. There would de 
no reſiſting the flattery of his being my 
name · falke, if the prieſt himſelf could 
not boaſt the ſame advantage—his tender 
careſſes have nevertheleſs an unſpeakablg 
harm for me—and when I tell you, that 
I frequently receive him from his mo- 
ther's arms—all warm, and glowing with 


her cearments ou cannot wonder, 
FY 1 9. that 
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that Leiceſter's intereſt in him ſhould be 
forgot—and that I confider rn as whol- 
* bers. | 

| Mrs. Freeman has an arch and pene- 
trating pair of eyes—it may be only con- 
ſcious guilt— ſhe often terrifies me. 

As her huſband's friend, I ſtand high 
in her eſteem but ſhonld ſhe once ſuſ- 
pect me of defigns upon her beloved 
Mrs, Leiceſter, 1 ſhould de r r | 
up. 

I was at church veftirdey—in order to 
feaſt my fight, rather than to attend to 
the miſerable paſtor. Tho' in all events 
1 eonld not have avoided the ceremony, 
on the grand holidiy' of the week, as 
Mrs. Leiceſter calls it, without TE 
_—_ an abſolute heathen. 

In London, Mrs Le Fever took occa- 
va to obſerve, nothing is fo frequent as 
thin congregations—the inhabitants of 
that city, have a thouſand diſſipations un- 
known to our nymphs and ſwains—for 
en reaſon, continued ſhe, they are un- 

| F 4 able 
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able to diveſt themſelves of the weak idea 
that praiſe and adoration is due to an all- 
creating, and all-preſerving Being—nor 
could they with-hold them without fear 
and crembling. 1. an 
I was too callous to 2 98 affeed 
by this ſtroke - but ſhall I confeſs. to 
you, how wonderfully I was agitated by 
the amiable example of that fair' idol, to 
whom alone I imagined all my de votion 
would have been directed. - 44% 
1 fat in Leiceſter's pew. ans 1 
|. To hear that beſt of women confeling 
her ſins made me ſhudder at the con- 
viction of my own unworthineſs.— To 
find her pouring out her pious ſoul in 
thankſgiving ſuggeſted the recollection 
of the bleſſings I had abuſed. To 
ſee that fair creature humbly intreat- 
ing protection, (that I could almoſt 
have been ſo prophane as to imagine, 
was the peculiar care of ſome bright ſpi- 
rit,) gave me a ſhocking idea of the dan- 
gers I might incur, But when ſhe audi- 
| | bly 
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bly joined in the reſponſes, and. did not 
heſitate to beſeech the Lord of Hfè to de- 
liver her from adultery, my heart re- 
proached me, as if I had actually dared 
to entertain- the baſe hope of reducing 
her to ſuch circumſtances, as muſt have 
infallibly cloſed her lips for ever upon. 
that ſubje&, and with ſcorpion teeth have 
preyed upon her peace. I felt myſelf. at 
that moment ſo perfectly in love with re- 
ligion and virtue, that I reſolved to be- 
come quite a new being and by-cheriſh- 
ing the piety I had reſpired from her 
breath, render my ſelf as remarkable for 
the ſobriety and integrity of my manners, 
as ever I had been for the other extream. 
And could this really have proved the, 
caſe, George, how ſhould we have re- 


joiced in the execution of that very 
{cheme; that fo lately appeared intirely 
iehgible?...- f * noel) IM to 
But, alas! alas! Error and incon- 
ſiſtency, will ever creep into the human, 

| F 5 heart; 


therefore, eng eder Gg NN 
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heart; and I can only aſſure you, am n 


your unfortunate 
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© Mrs. Fazeman to Miſs GI 
lope; 1 have told him all your per- 
fections, both perſonal and mental 


you, and away: 

I Freeman was one of your jealous- 
pated fellows, what a fine time I ſhould 
have of it; left as I am, whole hours to 
my own inventions —or what is ſtill 
worſe to the company and converſation 
of Mr. Clayton. But he, good ſoul, has 
not only a very high opinion of me, but 
what is quite as eſſential, a very decent 

r one 


comprehend me, tho for never was 
being farther from confidence, or nearer 
humility but he has no idea of a wo- 
man's prefering him one day to all the 
world, and the next wandering after new 
connexions if he had ſufficient merit to 
engage, why not to retain their affec- 
tions In ſhort, I believe he is almoſt 
ſo harmleſs, as to think no wife capable 
of becoming a worſe proſtitute, than any 
that walk the ſtreets of London. They, 
poor wretches, perſiſt in their profligacy, 
to procure themſelves a bitter ſubſiſ- 
tence——but what ſhall we ſay for the 
woman that degenerates into vice; when 
the facred ties of faith the tendereſt 
of conneziens, the higheſt indulgence, 
and an eaſy fortune, ought to teach her the 
moſt lively and heart-felt ſentiments, of 
gratitude and thankſgiving, 
Congratulate me, my girl, upon my 
uncommon felicity. 
EG, I fall 
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one of himſelf I ſhall hardly make you | 


— — - — 
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I ſhall never love this Leiceſter, there is 
ſomething ſo mean and illiterate, in tak- 
ing advantage of the ſweetneſs and ſenſi- | 
bility of his wife's nature, that I cannot 
bear to think of it—ſhe certainly is, tho 
the will not acknowledge it, my dear; a 
very unhappy woman. If ſhe was one of 
the weak complaining beings, I ſhould 
not have half the apprehenſions for her 
— but the people, who, from generoſity, 
a a ſenſe of duty, or worthy pride, take 
afflict ion to their breaſts, and there make 
the moſt of it, are the very people that 
fall a ſacrifice to its pernicious operations, 
And ſhall this lovely, this moſt unex- 
ceptionable of creatures, be ſo cruelly 
deſtroyed there is no remedy—yet is re- 
ſignation almoſt an impracticable virtue. 
The fond tyrant talks of going to Lon- 
don, to meet ſome relations, for a week 
or ten days, but I e wn the- happy 
period's ever arriving. 
Mr. Clayton has, . introduce 


ed both life and Joy amongſt us, and Mrs. 
Lei- 
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Leiceſter is tolerated in the utmoſt” 901 


probation of him. 
Freeman (but who could forbear v. 


ing the truly good - natured harmleſs mor- 
tal) is a very great favourite with his 
wife's: friend, for which reaſon I have 
frequently ſeen him coolly received by 
the- narrow-ſouled- Leiceſter. Yet Clay- 
ton, whatever is the meaning of it, bears 
all — him, and we only want the ad- 
dition of your company, to be as com- 
pleatly happy as we can reaſonably ex- 
pect to be for has not every onde 


its allay. 
We tbe EPI an invitation to 1 


with Hilton our ſquire: I hope it will 
be ſome entertainment to Mr. Clayton; 
but, for my part, as Leiceſter will not 
permit his wife to viſit there, it will be 


very little pleaſure to me. 

I will neither ſend you an account of 
that day's expedition, nor, upon recollec- 
tion, make the leaſt addition to the length- 
of this letter—for have I received any 

anſwer 
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anſwer to my laſtſettle chat point, if 


you pleaſe, in a proper * or "op 


will 2 me as ufual 8 
vg —— e © Your, Kc. — N 
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\RE EN A Wegratitude-ia unbound- 


ed—he perfectly makes a ſhew of 
me. When I walk out, I frequently 
over- hear the hinds ſay there goes the 
emmen that made Dr. Freeman's fortune. 
1 would have choſe to have been leſs po- 
pular, but his meaning is 009 g20d 19 be 
in any degree offenſive. _ | -/ 
l am to dine to-morrow at the Wes : 
Leiceſter neither viſits him, nor ſuffers 
him to viſit at his houſe, from ſuſpecting, 
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as I am informed, that he beholds his 
wife with too favourable an exe. 

He is a compleat ſportſman I find 
poſſeſſes a good eſtate, an uninformed 
heart, and a boiſterous diſpoſition — 1 
cannot therefore promiſe myſelf any hap- 
pineſs in the acquaintance—but it was 
not avoidable without too great . 
larity. 

I can write no more at preſent, I am 
not in an eaſy vein: perhaps to-morrow 
entertainment may chaſe away the kind of 


ipleen that now hangs upon me. 


Freeman, his wife, and your friend 
Clayton, arrived at the *ſquire's about two, 
and met with a warm tho” ruſtic recep- 
tion : dogs, horſes, and the glories of the 
chaſe, filling up the whole preceding 
ſpace, to the ſmoking and ſubſtantial meal. 

The glaſs was afterwards puſhed with 
much vigour and alacrity Mrs. Free- 
man, 8 an elderly maiden, ſiſter of the 
quire's, very prudently took the _ 

an 
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and retired from converſation that was 
in danger of becoming too noiſy and ro- 
buſt for their participation. 

When a variety of jovial ſongs, and 
the” frequent clearing away of empty 
bottles, had proclaimed the good humour 
and ſociability of the company, we were 
called upon by the maſter of the feaſt for 
our favourite toaſts. 

I myſelf, ſaid he, will ſet you the ex- 
ie none but friends and men of ho- 
nour are preſent come, bumpers all— 
here is the faireſt woman in his Majeſty's 
| commons. | 

Sir, returned I, merely from judging it 
neceſſary to ſay ſomething, you muſt be 
more explicit: every man naturally be- 
lieves the epithet you have beſtowed up- 
on your miſtreſs, to be due to his own— 
nor do I know, or any other gentleman 
at the table, whether it may not be mine 
that you have now toaſted——we muſt 
therefore inſiſt upon the name.. 


; | Aye, 
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Aye, aye, exclaimed all the ruffians in 

a breath no encroachments on your 
ee territorĩes the name, the 
name, 

Neves let it tranſpire then, ſaid he; for 
the Lady's ſake ; Mrs. Leiceſter, you may 
depend upon it I was highly delighted. 

You have an elegant taſte, Sir, return- 
ed I, concealing my chagrin in the beſt 
manner I was-able—nor is this the firſt 
time that I have n her 2 uu * 
eſt of the far. n 1 vn 

Upon my foul, Sir, aid hed 1 look v up- 
on her as the moſt lovely of creatures: 
and would give half my eſtate to enjoy 
the ſame opportunities of» entertaining 
her, that you are bleſſed with: but the 
paultry ſcoundrel of a parſon keeps me at 
bay, conſcious, I ſuppoſe, that he has. 
diſqualified the lady, by his unkind treat- 
ment of her for ſtanding; along; ſiege.” 

Do you then imagine, Sir, cried I, that 
you ſhould. find her an eaſy conqueſt? 
What 
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What ſhould hinder it, returned he, 
with booriſh confidence, but that fellow's 
watchfulneſs : if I could but once ingra- 

tiate myſelf into his favour—the Lady I 
believe would not be very inacceſſible. 
And dare you advance ſo baſe an in- 
| — een „ e K 

all boundss. 

Nay, Sir, revartied he, calmly; reſtrain 
your warmth, I am no fighter—you ſpeak 
from experience, I preſume' what we have 
never attempted, we are apt to fancy 
may be eaſily accompliſhed, 
| Judge of the reſentment, George, by 
which I was agitated—to hear the pureſt 
and chaſteſt of her ſex mentioned fo un- 
worthily: but my conſideration for her 
reputation and repoſe was ſuperior with 
me to every other to have chaſtized the 
wretch, would have been only to have 
given à fanction to his black inuendo: 
ſcandal was never ſuppreſſed by violence, 
nor vanity ſubdued by the ſtrongeſt con- 
victions. 

t 
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It is my cuſtom, Sir, ſaid I, affecting 
to laugh (though without any viſible in- 
citement) to hold the virtue of my neigh- 
bour's wife too ſacred even for ſuſpicion. 
You apprehend yourſelf formidable with 
the gentleman, but is it either a juſt or 
natural inference,” that you muſt there- 
fore be irreſiſtible with the lady -I con- 
feſs myſelf ſo far from ſeeing the matter 
in the ſame light you do, that I viſh it 
was poſſible for me to introduce you to 
her acquaintance, to teach cither you or 
myſelf a more juſt opinion of her than 
we ſeem at preſent to entertain; 
Sir, your humble ſervant; cried he 
but, however, I might be obliged to you 
on that occaſion : your friend Leiceſter, 
would have but little to thank you for— 
ane month, I would aſk but one month 
to compleat the whole buſineſs. Was it 
not a dreadful circumſtance to be reſtrain» 
ed from cloſing ſo prophane a mouth 
Unhappy injured charming creature— 
do I live to hear thee traduced by the 


moſt 
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- moſt arovelling of his f pecies; but his 
preſumption and arrogance ſhall coſt him 


dear —he ſhall be convinced, that Mrs. 
Leiceſter is a woman without her ſex 
if breach of delicacy, faith, or virtue, 
can be luppoſed to be female Charac- 
teriſtics. + 
The reſt of the convicttition was as 
bann! as the company, and I returned 
home n ene and —— 
wounded. © 
Upon my . gallanery: is a moſt 
N profeſſion, ſince every two legged 
animal can conceive himſelf qualified for 
ſucceſs in it; nor ſhall I ever regret, that 
my 8 my un ſpirit, has 
forſaken me. 
Ho ſhall I contrive to e "REY 
4 to his viſits they ſhall meet at 
Freeman's, and we will wean him by de- 
grees from his too juſt antipathy. - 
That a fellow ſhould be ae of 
ſo unnatural and prepoſterous a ſuppo- 
ſition: that becauſe a huſband is curſed 
with 
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with abſurd fancies, the wife muſt run 
into his arms; yet I muſt with ſhame 
acknowledge, George, that he is infinite- 
ly more excuſable than your friend; he 
has never exchanged one ſingle ſyllable 
with Mrs. Leiceſter ; is utterly unac- 
quainted with all her amiable principles ; 
and as her eye. ſpeaks ſoftneſs and love, 
has talittle "refinement tos diſcover that 
diſcretion, with a ſcepter, "fits upon ber 
brow ; whilſt I, notwithſtanding all my, 
experience, my convictions was half in- 
clined to flatter myſelf, that the ſuſpi- 
cions of her huſband would render her. 
a very wife—l diſclaim—lI henceforth, 
diſclaim all ſuch vulgar eren and will 
ever remain 


Your's, &c. 
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5 eee baus XXI. 
From the Same to the tw. 


\ Breakfaſted with Leger this morn- 
ing, and have: diverted him net a 
little, with a deſcription of fuch part of 
the *(quire's humour, as was Proper for 
him to be made acquainted with. 

1 am furpriſed, ſaid I, in the courſe of 
our converſation, that you and him are 
not upon a good fooring—he has his 
foibles, but is Vikas) from ii-natured, and 
profeſſes himſelf well affected towards you 
and your family. * 

He made a very lame excuſe for the 
coolneſs he had practiſed ; and conſented 
to give him the meeting in a few days. at 
Freeman's—when the wretched ruſtic, 
will ſoon diſcover the folly, baſeneſs, and 
injuſtice of his wiſe conjectures, 

L have now been above two months in 


the country, lying in wait for ſome en- 


couraging moment, to ſurpriſe this long- 
loved 


Miss LE FEVER ug. 


loved woman into a private friendſhip- 
never ſtart, George indiſeretion is ſeve- 
ral removes from criminality you had 


had a clue to my deſigns, and might have 
recalled me in due time to ſave us both. 


But for your ſatisfaction, and my ſe- 
—— I muſt tell you, that her behavi- 
our is at all times ſo judicious, ſo per- 
fectly conformable to the ſtricteſt and 
niceſt rules of decorum and delicacy, 
that I find it impoſſible to commit the 
lighteſt breach of either the one or other, 
without being totally exploded. 

Thus, my friend, it is moſt evident, 
that virtue can render itſelf reſpectable 
and ſacred, tho* undefended by ill- man- 
ners, or auſterity, (a miſtake that ſome 
ladies are too apt to fall into,) for, when 
once it is apparent from the whole tenor 
of a woman's conduct, that her foul is 
pure, who can n Ber without re- 
vetence. 5 

Her chearfulneſs is the beſt inGeation 
of her mind's health, her language the 
emblem 
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emblem of her elegant conceptions, and 
her piety the ſtrongeſt teſtimony of her 
divine origin the beauty, the lovelineſs 
of her perſon, may for a moment inſpire 
ſuch wiſhes, as incited me to viſit Brick - 
ley - but they muſt receive an infallible 
check, or at leaſt be reduced to tender 
regard, by the genuine * wa ill 
ſuperior perfections. 

I have ſome diſtant-hopes of rendering 
this bold wretch ſerviceable to my own 
purpoſes. He ſhall have an opportunity 
of exerciſing his odious, clumſey arts, to 
allure her to his views—and I, as by ac- 
cident, will betray my knowledge of his 
proceedings — ſnhe will be terrified at the 
effect they would have upon her huſband's 
mind, if revealed to him—and I would 


not only adviſe her to preſerve them ſe- 


cret, but offer my beſt, aſſiſtance—ſhe— 
but you mult have an idea by this time, 
of the natural progreſſion of a growing, 
intimacy mand may nnn * far- 
tes ©. +6 | aim abe 


„ 
- 
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ther light; trace it t out to its final termi. 
It is very true, Sir ng your friend 
Clerage was an unſucceſsful fellow in 
moſt of his undertakings—the impetuo- 
ſity, the impatience of his diſpoſition n 
defeating his own purpoſes. 
But Clayton, with all that fire C betas is 
poſſeſſed of, has a happy ſedateneſs, a deep 
penetration, a quick apprehenſion, and 
an animated invention—you ſhall only 
hear what a pretty cats-paw he has made 
of his ruſtic acquaintance. 
Leiceſter, his wife and eg no 
ſooner ſaw the ſquire's coach ſtop at Free- 
man's, than they hurried over, _ ant. 
ſhould make them wait dinner. 
Freeman introduced them to the over- 
bearing wretch—which piece of ſtrained: 
civility, hurt poor Clayton not a little 
Mrs. Leiceſter's lips were never r formed 
for ſuch barbarous ſalutationsss. 
The paitor was obliged to attend a fa 
neral in the afternoon—ic was a lucky 


Vol. II. 8 inci- 


m_ : : 
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incident — nor did the *ſquire fail to avail 
himſelf of it—and by pouring forth a vol- 
ley of ſtupid compliments, and behaving 
with the maſt aukward particularity, oc- 
caſioned many ſignificant and diſcourag- 
ing changes, in Ne 8 n and 
lovely feature. 

Leiceſter, at length inning, che · quire 
became very tractable - but whiſpered me 
on his departure, (with an air of the high- 
eſt exultation,) that the game was now 
happily ſtarted, and he — do, 
but to run it down. 

One meeting in the country, as natu- 
rally begets another, as. but J will give 
you the ſimile, when I do not abaund with 
ſubje& matte. 

We were all n to the ſquire's, 
Mrs. Leiceſter laboured hard to be ex- 
cuſed going; but her huſband (ſupported 
| by my perſuaſions,) for that very reaſon, 
exerted his utmoſt authority, and ſhe was 
too dutiful to perſiſt in her refuſal, 


— 


As 
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As Clayton was helping her over a ſtile, 
at ſome little diſtance from the reſt of the 
company; I am forry, Madam, ſaid he, 
that we cannot be happy, but at your ex- 
pence; what can occaſion your averſion to 
this viſe. 

You muſt have too much diſcernment, 
Sir, returned ſhe, to miſtake the cauſe. 
Mr. Stilton's character is a moſt profli- 
gate one; his manners and converſation, 
very far from unexceptionable. I do 
not mean to inſinuate, that he has any 
other deſigns upon me, than he would en- 
tertain againſt any other female. But a 
married woman ought to be, beyond mea- 
ſure, nice in her connexions. Had 1 
been a man, I had been a Cæſar, with re- 
ſpect to my wife - nor would it have been 
ſufficient with me, that ſhe was really vir- 
tuous, but ſne muſt have been thought 
ſo; and who can anſwer for the conſe- 
quence of giving into an improper ac- 
quaintance—his rude breath, Sir, might 

G 2 deſtroy 
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deſtroy in one moment, more than a whole 
century could repair. 

There's for you—are we not coming 
to the very point my heart has been ſo 
long ſet upon — yes, my ſweet creature, 


you are yet deſtined to heal the wounds I 


have received and tho* wedded to ano- 
ther, your tendereſt affections ſhall at laſt 


be mine. 


Mrs. Freeman, by her agreeable 1 viva- 


- city, preſerved the harmony and good. 


underſtanding of the whole party and 
we returned well ſatisfied, and well pleaſ- 
ed, both with ourſelves and each other. 
Hitherto, my George, I have not taken 
one ſtep to offend even your rigid virtue— 
Mrs. Leiceſter has more than ever re- 
commended herſelf to my fondeſt appro- 
bation—I muſt admire, I mult doat upon 
her - but will find my conſolation in know- 
ing myſelf her fiiend, and friend of my 
faithful Hendon. 29990 
Jam, &c. 
CLERAGE, 
LETTER 
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LETTER XXII. 
From the Same to the Same. 


ASTE R, Whitſuntide, and Chriſt- 

mas, are the moſt convenient, as 
well as happieſt periods in the whole __ 
round of life. 

- Stilton, from a fond and prepoſterous 
- peeſitaſions that his frequently repeated 
aukwardneſs and aſſiduity had obtamed 
him ſome degree of unwarrantable inte- 
reſt, in the chaſteſt of human hearts, gave 
us all an invitation to his houſe, to cele- 3 
brate the Whitſun-feaſt. 

Great preparations, we were informed 
by-the-by, had been for ſome time car- 
ried on, in order to render the ſcene at 
once, marvellous and delightful, and as we 
were ſenſible his gardens, in Lord Chalk. 
ſtone's language, had very pretty capa- 
bilities, our expectations were raiſed to a 
oy decent pitch. 


* 3 Never 
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the beautiful ne 
city, and lovely benevolence, ſo * 


126 Tu HISTORY or 


Never did my lovely woman appear 
to greater advantage, than upon this oc- 
caſion, by Mrs. Freeman's management 
and aſſiſtance who inſiſted upon it, that 
her fair friend ſnould for once convince 
Mr. Clayton, that ſhe did not over-rate 


her perſonal perfections, in her deſcription 


of them, when unobſcured by her ma- 
tronly arts. 


Her hair was diſpoſed with the utmoſt 


grace, by the judicious hand of this af - 


fectionate Lady her gown, by the ſame 


election and authority, was a pale pink 


ſattin; her petticoat and ſhoes white, 
ditto, and her linen ſuch as ſne had wore 


in her day of elegance. 


How, did this agreeable and generous 
Mrs. Freeman then exult in the charms 
ſhe had drawn forth, utterly inſenſible to 


igence, pleaſing viva» 


in herſelf, 
The parſonage-houſe was in our way 
to the hall. Freeman and I were to join 
company 
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wich the prieſt and the ladies there. 
Leiceſter offered his arm to Mrs. Le 
Fever, whoſe eyes ſparkled with mater- 
nal complacence z and communicated an 
increaſe of ſatisfaction to every heart. To 
your care, Mr. Clayton, faid the deluded 
huſband, I commit my wife—Freeman 
will eſcort his—and thus we ſhall be ay 
comfortably paired. 

Ho unaccountable is prejudice ! How 
erroneous credulity ! Freeman, tho' mar- 
ried to the object of his choice—tho? his 
principles are pure, his conduct irre- 
proachable, and his conſtitution free from 
every vice, is more formidable in Lei- 
ceſter's fight, than an impoſture—a fly 
inſinuating villain and the deepeſt of 
deſigners. But here lies the ftumbling- 
block of his wiſe judgment —Freeman's 
perſon is pleafing, and his diſpoſition 
lively—whereas, famine and mortificas 
tion ſeem to have marked the OD 
Clayton for their own. | 
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We were uſhered immediately on our 
arrival at the ſquire's—into the gardens, 
A variety of objects ſeized our eyes. 
- Alcoves, Chineſe temples, falls of wa- 
ter, ſhady retreats, | wide extended lawns, 
and flowery borders, proclaimed at once 
the taſte and * of * wrong 3 
" owner. 
On the largeſt aber in ihpaible i 
tation of what you meet with at Rane- 
lagh, was a kind of pavilion, furniſhed 
with a band of the beſt muſicians that 
could be procured on a very ſhort'notice, 
(for. this ſublime ſtroke was not reſolved 
upon, until the very preceding day to its 
execution, ) who ſcraped here and there. 
a bit of Alexander's feaſt, to the inex- 
preſſible delight and entertainment of 
ſeveral of the principal farmers, their 
wives and children, in the em neigh- 
bourhood. ot lot 
Dinner was ſerved up it in a 3 al- 
cove; and liberal libations offered to 199 
— of health and feſtivity. 


Hilton 
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Hilton ſeldom or ever quitted Mrs. 
Leiceſter's ſide, his admiration,” his ſenſi- 
bility of the improvement in her appear- 
ance, could not be concealed. 

Her huſband ſeemed determined to riſe 
ſuperior to himſelf for that day at leaſt; 
and having repeated to me in a fort of 
careleſs jocoſe manner, as he paſſed us 
ſoon after dinner, 'that to my care he com- 
mitted his wife, and at my hands he ſhould 
require her, at the concluſion of the even- 
ing, left her entirely free from all inter- 
ruption. I could not but obſerve, how- 
ever, that he frequently turned his head 
towards us—when perceiving I was true 
to my truſt, he appeared content. I ſay 
appeared, George, for his heart could not 
be perfe&ly unagitated, from thenarure of 
his tenderneſs, and the invaluableneſs of 
the obje&t—for was it not Mrs. Leiceſter ? 
Some of the tenants daughters, in the 
- habits of ſhepherds and ſhepherdeſſes, 
preſented us with ſeveral ruſtic dances— 


and about ten o'clock at night an ill con- 
G5 ducted 
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Aeneas plant of; which 
was to be ſucceeded by a ball, in a large 


room illuminated for the purpoſe. 
After this laſt piece of folly had been 


Exhibited, we were directed to return to 
the houſe. Our numbers were greatly 
increaſed, and ſome little diſorder aroſe 
in the proceſſion, from ſeveral of the 

gentlemen” s being much elevated. 
I would have perſuaded Mrs. Leiceſ- 
ter to accept of my arm for her protec- 
tion, but ſhe politely declined it—and in 
the next inſtant, I had the mortification 
to find, ſhe had been hurried away by the 
croud quite out of my ſight. | 
It immediately occurred to me, that 
ſome villainous artifice had been prac- 
ticed—and I begun to accuſe myſelf as 
the indirect cauſe of whatever misfor- 
tune might be the conſequence. I was 
too well acquainted with her huſband's. 
diſpoſition, however, to venture to com- 
municate my apprehenſions, except at the 
laſt extremity: . breaking thro* 
the 
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the croud, reſolved. to ſeize the firft ſer- 
vant I met, and compel him to diſcover 
his maſter's:diabolical ſchemes. 

J had ſcarce reached the end of a ſhort 
walk, before I perceived a fellow I ſoon 
recognized, parading before a little flat 
lummer-houſe, that was almoſt buried in 
roſe-buſhes and lillies, as a ſpy or guard. 
I collared him. without farther ceremony. 
Mrs. Leiceſter cried, 1 (half-choaked 
with rage and apprehenſion) where has 
Mrs. Leiceſter been conyeyed to—the 
guilt, the felf-importance of your aſpect 
convinces me, that you are the prime a- 
gent in the baſe tranſaction. | 

He pointed to the ſymmer-houſe—my 
haxrar was inexpreſſible I dragged him” 
to the entrance, and obliged him to add - 
his ſtrength to mine to force the well-ſe- 
cured door. 

The moment the ſweet creature be- 
held me, ſhe flew to me for protection. 
I have been groſsly inſulted, cried ſhe— 


but let me leave the hateful ſpot, and if 
3 poſſible 
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poſſible forget the 3 breach 
of honour aid hoſpitality. * | 

I) be villain, all diſcompoſed in his dre, 
and ſinking with cowardly confuſion, 
would have made the moſt abject conceſ- 
fHons—but ſhe hid her lovely face with 
der hands and only repeated, let me leave 
the Place, and if you have ſo much hu- 
manity, as not to aggravate the injury, I 
will promiſe you ſhall never have an op- 
portunity of repeating i—my huſband's 
peace, next to preſerving my perſon from 
violation, is my deareſt conſideration 
but my good Mr. Clayton, added ſhe, 
do not delay the accompliſhment'of the 
bleſſed work you have began remove 
me from this ſcene—and by ſilence and 
ſecrecy, reſpecting the unhappy circum- 
ſtances from which you have delivered 
me, ſecure me from every otherwiſe con- 
ſequential evil. | W 

I will wait upon you in the morning, 
Sir, ſaid I, with a menacing air, to the 


deſpicable culprit—the lady's peace muſt 
"VE 
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be our firſt, our only care. Trembling 
and terrified, I then —— her almoſt 
in my arms into the houſe. n 

Suppoſe you complain ot — Ma- 
dam, ſaid T, I fear the complaint will 
but be too juſt —= but it is neceſſary 
you ſhould remain ſome time in Miſs 
Stillton's apartment, to recover yourſelf, 
and a reaſon muſt be aſſigned to the com- 
pany for the not joining them—T will 
ſend your friend, Mrs. eg to re- 
vive and chear you. 

I have obligations, Sir, reviiriend 1 
what indeed do I not owe you but I 
apprehend I ſhall never have the courage 
to do you the juſtice to reveal them to 
any one —if my poor huſband was ever to 
hear— | 

Let it never be hneinficnd; Nieden, 
this moment, this bleſſed moment, cri- 
ed I (prefling her cloſer in order to ren- 
der myſelf more uſeful) ſnall conſign the 
whole remembrance to oblivion. I have 


n_ aſſiſted you in the ſame degree I 
would 
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would any other injazed ſuffering perſon 
—and humanely receive, bus can confer 
no obligations. 

I conducted her to a 1 for 
Miſs Hilton, ang Mrs. an., 
ed and retired. 

The ſquire 8 regified the diſ- 
pare! in his appearance, ventured to en- 
ter the ball-room. -He had not the con- 
fidence, however, orice to encounter my 
eyes. His expreſſions, when he was com- 
pelled ro ſpeak, were wild and incohe- 
rent, and his behaviour abſurd and incon- 
ſiſtent : but as he had been obſerved to 
drink very freely, no one AY 
either by the one or the other. 

Leiceſter was not affected by the in- 
Sattnation of his wife's indiſpoſition, as 1 
had apprehended he would—he only 
imiled, and ſaid, he hoped ſhe would 
ſoon be better. I could not refrain from 
commenting upon his coolneſs to Free- 
man, who ſoon gave me to underſtand, 

that it 3 from his knowledge of 
BH the 
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the circumſtances: ſhe was then under, 
which ſubjected her to frequent, tho not 
dangerous, interruptions of health. _. 

This intimation had nevertheleſs a very 
different effect upon me, to which it was 
intended to produce—ſhould the conſe- 
quence be fatal to her life heaven, kind 
heaven, for once be propitious to a ſin- 
ner's prayer, and ſpare this ornament of 
her ſex (as you Hendon emphatically 
ſtiled her, in an epiſtle that was far from 
being duly honoured) a little longer, to 
enliven and inſtruct this lower world. 

We had the brute's coach to con- 
vey us home; and I paſſed a ſleepleſs 
night, from revolving the ſcenes I had 
been engaged in. 

Early next morning, — to ap- 
pointment, I waited upon this black 
clumſey ſcheemer (you ſee, George, your 
miſerable friend is not the only exiſting 
villain) and threw his little unworthy foul 
into fearful trepidations. 1 
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L acknowledge, ſaid he, Mr. Clayton, 
with ſhame and remorſe I acknowledge 
my error; Mrs. Leiceſter's virtue is in- 
vincible; ſhe is the faireſt and the 2 00 
elt woman T ever met witn. 
Wretch, cried I, and is that the beſt, 
the niceſt diſtinction, you are capable of 
making, between chaſtity, and its oppo- 
fite extreme. Tou, that was ſo confi- 
dent of ſucceſs—that had ſtarted your 
game but you ſhall be given up to the 
Juſt reſentment of an injured 'and we 
tenacious huſband. 
For Mrs. Leiceſter's ſake, returned he, 
for Mrs. Leiceſter's ſake, Sir, I beſeech 
you to forego this deſperate reſolution 
you cannot make me ſuffer alone. Con- 
ſider her preſent condition, remember 
the delicacy of her mind and body, 
1 could have ſhook him to atoms. 
Thou cloven-footed preacher, exclaim- 
ed I—and can the mention of mercy fall 
from ſuch unmerciful lips—Wherein did 
125 conſider her? Wherein did you ſpare 
her f 
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her? But you are ſo abject a mortal, that 
to parley with you, is to give you too 
much conſequence. I have, however, 
thought of a means of revenging this 
moſt atrocious attempt, without involv- 
ing the amiable Mrs. Leiceſter, in the 
ſmalleſt inconvenience. You ſhall this 
very day enter into a bond for your good 
behaviour for ſeven years to come. No 
hunting no one ſcene of revelling or 
debauchery, ſhall you engage in during 
that whole period; the church is greatly 
out of repair; your hunters ſhall be diſ- 
poſed of; your hounds turned a- drift; and 
your huntſman diſcharged; and the profits 
ariſing from the ſale of the former, and 
the reduced: expences of the latter, ſhall 
be equally appropriated to that uſe. You 
ſhall likewiſe beſtow a new gown and coat, 
and an annual dinner upon every poor 
pariſhioner, to celebrate your happy eſcape 
from at beſt a juſt proſecution; and above 
all the reſt, you ſhall erect a temple; in 
the moſt conſpicuous part of the village, 

43] to 
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to that pure goddeſs you have ſo egre- 
giouſly. dared to prophane; and as you 
have given a proof of a pretty romantic 
turn in the improvements of your gar- 
dens, and your entertainments of the te- 
nants. - you ſhall next year, inſtead of fire- 
works, [inſtitute little games for the 
younger part of the neighbourhood; with 
ſongs and devices, in honour and pro- 
motion of that moſt lovely of virtue's 
fair- eyed chaſtity z and, finally, you ſhall 
remove yourſelf from Brickley (having | 
given proper directions for all that I have | 
mentioned) until the grand anniverſary, | 
when you ſhall return to weave and pre- | 
ſent the firſt garland to the atoning ſhrine. 
What think you now; George, have I | 
not a very . Sw of poetic? | 


Brutality is ever in corjundtion. with 
cowardice—he gladly complied with the 
Leiceſter's wrath: and 1 fhall by this 
** him a future bleſſing, to 
01 35 
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the country, where he has hitherto deen : 
an abſolute peſt. 

I had the pleafure to a on calling 
in at Leiceſter's, that my charming wo- 
man was much better than could have 
been expected; and that her huſband and 
friends, were free from every ſuſpicion of 
the true cauſe of her diſorder. | 

I told them of the *fquire's intended 
decampment; and could ' perceive, that 
Mrs. Leiceſter had both ſufficient gene- 
rolity and underſtanding, to place it to 
the proper account—ſhe thanked me with 
her eyes—1 will follow her ſweet exam- 
ple with the niceſt punctuality nor un- 
leſs ſhe herſelf tells the tale before me, 
ever ſuffer one ſyllable of it to tranſpire 
her huſband's temper fo n, can ho 
be too cautious. | 

I find by Mrs. Freeman, that the un · 
certainty reſpecting the living, fits hea» 
vy at that heart whoſe peace is fo pecu- 
liarly dear to me - but it ſhall be relieved 
from its anxiety in = pat er 

the 
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the mean, the ſcandalous, the villainous 
purpoſe, for which J reſerved the diſ- 
covery, exiſts no longer, and to make 
her happy ſhall be my wh my chiefeſt 
care. 
1 ſuppoſe you Ne heard of a 
| J ohnſon's  misfortunes—ſucceſs- in evil, 
proves at laſt our bane — he is ſhut up in 
the Baſtile, in all probability for life— 
ſome amour, either of his own, or that 
he warmly abetted, with a married Lady, 
has at length reduced him to the circum- 
ſtances he has long ſince deſerved. 
I could almoſt become ſuperſtitious up- 
on the occaſion; and tremble for my own 
fate. But am I not puniſhed far beyond 
whatever fetters or confinement could 
prove ?—Do I not behold. the only wo- 
man I ever did or ever can love, in the 
poſſeſſion of another? Do 1 not daily 
diſcover” ſome new and enchanting per- 
fection in her ſoul,” to aggravate my mi- 
ſery? And have I the leaſt proſpect of 
its * mitigated? I may be calm, 
| George, 
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George, I may be tolerably compoſed — 
but to know all my hopes and happineſs 
blaſted in the very bloom of youth; to 
bear about the ſtings of remorſe, and to 
feel the conviction that my own vicious, 
narrow ſpirit has been the occaſion of 
all—is there any hell to exceed it? Had 
I made an honourable application on my 
firſt knowledge, that it was Le Fever's 
daughter, that had inſpired me with ſuch 
uncommon approbation, and promoted 
her felicity in the promotion of my own? 
How bleſſed ſhould I now have been 
Leiceſter would then have made his viſit- 
too late—but take notice, my friend, ſhe: 
never will be mine, (or Providence muſt 
deviate from every general rule,) we ſee 
many men obtain their wiſhes, to con- 
vince them of their vanity and emptt-' 
neſs many proſper in the way of vice, 
to augment their curſe - but to obtain 
Mrs. Leiceſter, would be to obtain the 
greateſt of rewards, and how little pre- 
tenſions 


142 Thin HIS Toa oP 


tenſions your Clerage has y thing 
of that fort, you are but too ſenſible. 


"CLERAGE. 
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row. Guts or never, is ben time 
to recommend myſelf; the ſurly 

keeper has forſook his charge, and left 

her ap eaſy prey. 

Such provocations—were I to 1 

them, would infallibly juſtify both her 


and me, even with ſo ſqueamiſh a fellow 


as yourſelf. —She is to be with us every 
days and who knows which may be moſt 
propitious. 

I can, I do perceive, that ſhe eſteems 
me does a woman eſteem her gallant, 


 George?—Eſteem and villainy, muſt be 


incom- 
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incompatible - and he is the vileſt of vil 
lains, ſay you, that is capable, either of 
ſeducing the innocent, or taking advan- 
tage of tlie . ** e ex fe- 
male 
I grant you, 118 ——— 
tray the young and unwary there can 
be no triumph, as I have frequently told 
you, where there is no victory and the 
ſimple, uninformed heart, is il qualified 
for the reſiſtance, that can alone 'gratify 
the proud and ſpirited lover. But with 
a woman of underſtanding, education, 
and experience, the caſe is quite other- 
wiſe—it is preference, it is choice, it is 
the moſt flattering of diſtinctions. What 
ſay you, to be à partaker with the adul- 
treſs, the inſtrument of her withered re- 
venge, and the cauſe of entailing diſgrace 
upon her tender, helpleſs -offspring ?— 
You are perpetually ftarting abfurdities, 
Sir George—who is obliged to look ſo 
far into conſequences and contingences— 
the * likes me, I like the Lad y—ſhe 
thinks 
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thinks her huſband ungrateful—I know 


him to be churliſh—and ſo we ö 


the buſineſs. 
But, for once I have — you was 
out a cauſe; no veſtal was ever held more 


ſacred by the moſt ſuperſtitious heathen, 


than Mrs. Leiceſter's chaſtity by me—I 
am convinced it is invincible, and no- 
thing is ſo foreign to my heart, as an in- 
tention to attack it. I will tell you Hen- 


don, when a woman is curſed with ſuch 


a huſband as Leiceſter; yet retain her 
chearfulneſs, or makes him the ſubject 
of either her ridicule or contempt there 
is ſufficient encouragement but when 
every inſtance of unk indneſs apparently 
ſinks deep, and the lovely ſufferer ſeeks 
no other conſolation, than what piety and 
reſignation can give, ſhe is, as it were, 
defended by ten thouſand ſhields, and we 


conſider her as in vulnerable. 


I am at preſent fo near happineſs, that 
if it was not for the evidences of Mrs, 
| Leiceſter's 
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Leiceſtet's uneaſineſs, I ſnould never with 
to change my ſituation. * 216-01 av: 
What erroneous; what unworthy im- 
preſſions do we receive of the women, by 
being acquainted with only the light, in- 
conſiderate part of the ſex. To ridicule; 
to ſtigmatize, to miſtrepreſent them, has 
been the common: place wit of every pet. 
ty author, and the practice of every age. 
But who can behold Mrs. Leiceſter, or 
Mrs, Freeman, and not venerate them 
the practical virtues of the one, and the 
heart-felt ones of the other are almoſt 
equally amiable — and have at leaſt been 
inſtrumental to making one nen — 
Happy. HY | i tt N 
Freeman and his fair nen 
moſt excellently ſuited; He has the ge- 
neroſity, the capacity, to diſtinguiſi and 
approve, thoſe perfections his wife has 
the judgment, the dexterity to diſplay. 
Her vivacity is exerciſed for his amuſe- 
ment, her converſation adapted to his 
taſte, and his felicity, the ſole object of 
Vor. II. H her 
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her tender attention. With Mrs. Lei- 
ceſter, ſhe is a ſoothing, with me an en- 
tertaining friend, and with Mrs. Le Fe- 
ver, a moſt diſcreet and affectionate viſi- 
tant. Happy, unenvied Freeman, your 
proſperity has indeed been built on my 
deſtruction or rather you have been per- 
mited to riſe up as an irreſiſtible con- 
viction, that rewards and - puniſhments 
are ſometimes dealt out even in this life. 
Io tell you how comfortably we have 
enjoyed ourſelves during Leiceſter's ab- 
ſence, is impoſſible content has reigned 
m every heart—and' friendſhip glowed in 
every countenance. - What are the plea- 
ſures, the purſuits of vice, to . ſuch 
2+period—it was indeed too bleſſed to be 
of long continuance, . Mrs. Leiceſter re- 
ceived a letter this morning from our 
common diſturber, acquainting her, that 
ſhe will ſee him in the evening, if he is 
able to perform the journey — for that he 
has been ſeized with a fever, and finds 
himſelf very indifferent. 4 »id Kit 
8 1 11 4 8 
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Hie loves to alarm, George, and I have 
neither hopes nor fears upon the occaſion. 
Mrs. Freeman. looks arch— be is mor- 
tal, ſaid ſhe, when her friend was gone 
tho? over- bearing and tyrannical. 
I ſhall wait his arrival, with the pa- 
tience of a philoſopher, and let whatever 
be the event, will act agreeable to the cha- 
racter you wiſh me to preſerve. 
But, O! my friend, how ſhall I con- 
feſs to you, that all the miſery this moſt 
valuable of women has endured, with re- 
ſpe& to her huſband's temper, has all 
been derived from me. The poor wretch- 
ed, injured Leiceſter—Freeman has diſ- 
covered, that he is actually flighty at times, 
I have employed a perſon to examine 
info his family—and am aſſured, no tinc- 
ture of it can be found—his brain was 
certainly ſhook by the diſtreſſes I heaped 
upon him ſave me, Hendon, O! ſave me 
from this moſt inſupportable of reflections. 
The ſecret mult be buried in our own 
| brealts—for what an object of horror 
H 2 ſhould 
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ſhould I become to the wife - what a feind 
to the children of ſuch. a eruelly- treated 
being; who was probably endowed with 
every requiſite qualification for happi- 
neſs.— But, if I dwell upon the deſperate 
deed, or moſt futal 1 1 * 
prong pre naar wy 20-9012 


4 


lam, Kc. n 


© CrxnaGe. 


: 4 \ 
1 1 


—_— 1 


7 lt. As. AM 
— 


— Wan ” La A664 4 At 9 — * ” 
- 4 2a * 4 3 * 5 * 


LETTER XXIV. 
From the Same lo the Same. __ 


OOR Leiceſter is indeed returned, 

and greatly mdifpoſed—a burning 
heat and ſtrong pulſe are ſufficient to in- 
form, even me, that a 3 is working 
upon him. 

His wife, norwithſtanding all her pro- 
vocations, has a tender and beautiful ſo- 
licitude in her countenance. Her pro- 
viſion is undoubtedly at ſtake - but ſhe is 

ſuperior 
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ſuperior to every ſelfiſti conſideration, thay 
feels for him alone. Henne f 

Freeman has been with "wy hot — 
he has every ſymptom of a malignant 
complaint, and that in all nn; 1 
willy adele ei eg 

: Two lovely children — in . 
ad a third not far diftant—what muſt 
her apprehenſions be - but was ſhe not too 
bigh-· minded to accept of the aſſiſtance 
of friendſhip? Do you not know a per- 
ſon that would rejoice! m ſheltering her 
from every inconvenience? Mrs. Le Fe- 
ver is terribly alarmed what will become 
of her dear child? How / will ſhe fupport 
her ſeparation from the beſt of huſbands? — 
it makes her recollect all ſhe herſelf has 
endured, and hoped her laſt comfort 
would haye been exempt from. 
Ab] thou worthy deceived creature 
had is as little deſerving of your regret as 
your daughter's affection but he is, alas, 
what 1 e him. 

—09- BF v If 


quire how matters go—if he ſhould 
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If he dies—ſhe ſhall bemine—her chil- 

dren my children her mother my mo- 

ther, and her afflictions but ſhe . ſhould 

loſe her ſenſe of them, in wh mum 

and aſſiduit y. „ 
Would ſhe yet perſiſt, is 105 "refaſal of 


| me; as Lord Clerage, think you? And 


hall I beſt ſucceed under my preſent ſo- 
ber appesrance? We will give the con- 
Scene due gong at 1 . ANT .of 
nod. 6 7 all 

Mrs. ee nn not left hom . 
ſince her huſband's arrival — every crea- 
ture in the place are intereſted in her 
happineſs—for, has ſhe not long promot- 
ed. theirs - ſhe has been a bleſſing to the 
eren Sal hereafter ms 
—even me. 

So violent a en muſt Gon ter- 
-minate one way or other that is a happy 
circumſtance the tortures a bene e are 
hard to enduree. 

Freeman is puffing overs] malt en- 


be 
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be better — well; would not that be a 
very comfortable piece of information 
but he is not a kind huſband, George — 
ceaſe villain, will you not ſtop one ſtep 
ſhort of the grave —he is the father of a 
family — which family, if he is called a- 
way, ſhall be mine — nor ſhall they feel 
his . tho? but for a ſingle moment. 


He is ak a 3 1 Mrs. Leiceſter 
begs to ſpeak with me. ff 26 
What can ſhe want with me—T cannot. 


reſtrain the progreſs of a raging diſtem- 
per—my. intereſt does not extend to the 


manſions of death—I am, however, pre- 
determined to comply with her requeſt, 
whatſoever it may be can ſhe demand 
any thing, I could refuſe to grant. 


She was in her parlor, George, her 
eyes betrayed the too n and ſtrong 

ſenſibility of her heart. 
I beg your pardon, Sir, ſaid ſhe, Ang 
on my entrance but 1 am encouraged 
H 4 by 
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by your general character, no leſs than 


my own! private knowledge of your dif- 
poſition, to entreat one great favour of 
you my mother, ſhe is my only com- 
fort==s'very unfit for melancholy ſcenes 
—will you, Sir, kindly perſuade her to 
go to Mrs. Freeman's houſe, until we 


| know the fate of the unhappy ſafferer— 


and exert your humanity to PR this 


moſt valoable part of me. 


I was ſtrangely let de by uſes dener 


of edis requeſi— for to render myſelf in 


any degree ſerviceable to Mrs. Le Fever, 
was bbhging myſelf rather than her—and 
I Had flattered myſelf, quite the reverſe 
would have been required of m. 
Fou could not have aſked any thing 
more agreeable to my inclination, Ma- 


dam, returned 1, than to ſupport Mrs. 


Le Feyer—where ſhall I find her, to en- 
gage her to favour me with her compa- 
ny—but who will take care 'of you, and 
rae . 

19 online! Ham 


1 q 
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I am not ſenſible to any at preſent, Sir, 
Aid ſhe Mrs. Freeman will be with me 
as much as poſſible, and I ſhall do very 

well, when I once know my mother is hap- 
pily ſicuated—here ſhe comes if you 

will employ your rhetoric 1 in 0 red a 
cauſe. 

1 found it mat taſk 5 Upon 
her to quit her child at ſo trying a 
period ut having remonſtrated to her, 
that ſhe had other children to demand her 
care it was at laſt ſettled, that they and 
their nurſe ſhould accompany her to our 
habitation. She had, it ſeems, with- 
ſtood the perſualion of every other perſon, 
bur my arguments were enforced with the 
complacence of a ſtranger, and the weight 
of ditintereſtedneſs—which was what Mrs. 
Leiceſter depended upon in her applica- 
tion to me. This point got over, I re- 
turned onee more to Mrs. Leiceſter's, in 
order to ſpeak with Mrs. Freeman. 

Conſider, my dear Madam, ſaid I, the 
alarming circumſtances your friend is un- 
H 5 der 


all one's happineſs is at ſtake. 
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F der—do not permit her to undergo more 


fatigue than her ſtrength can bear - and 


if poſſible ſave her from every ſuffering. 


I ſhall do every thing in my power, 


Sir, replied the lady, but Mrs. Leiceſter 
upon theſe occaſions changes her very 


nature. She is no longer the gentle, per- 


ſuadable creature, you and I have ever 
known her but obſtinate and immove- 


able - nor could you prevent her attend- 


ance upon her huſband, if even her own 


life was in danger. 

I know your affection for her, cried I, 
18 is equal to my own — yet I cannot help 
conjuring you, (but recollecting how un- 
befiting my warmth,) I am certain, added 
I, in a much lower key, you wall be very 
careful of her—for ſhe A a moſt amiable 
woman. 

She beheld me with vifile ſurpriſe, 


(we cannot be always upon our guard, ) 


eſpecially on theſe trying occaſions; when 
Do. 


Do you bie the vil ever be ar 
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E is dead, George—it \ was a folly 

ro trouble you with vain repetitions 

of apprehenſions and diſturbances. he 
departed this very morning. | 

Mrs. Leiceſter never quitted his bed- 

fide, until he had breathed his laſt - but 

bears the ſhock and fatigue with amazing 


fortitudle. 
I wrote an account of his illneſs to 


Mrs. Leeſon, who immediately ſent down 
a preſent of fifty pounds, to defray ex- 
tra expences, in caſe of the contingence 
that threatened, and has now taken place; 

Hs6 with 
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with the warmeſt afſurances of friendſhip, 


in caſe Mrs, Leiceſter ſhould become-a 
wido wp. 

Her cloſe confinement, and watching, 
have altered her prodigiouſſy. 

I would have perſuaded her to leave 
the houſe—but The fays, death has no 
terrors for her, nor will ſhe fly from it. 
She ſupported every turn of the unhappy 


ſufferer's temper without complaint, even 
to the cruel reproaches, that ſhe would 
rejoice in her ſurvival, and ou beſtow 
herſelf upon another. 
Nor ſhall the prophecy be unfulfilled. 
I have already applied to Lady Catha- 
ring, as from my proper {elf by letter, 
wherein I have informed her of Leiceſ- 
ter's death, and my unextinguiſned af- 
fection for his charming widow—l have 
likewiſe intreated her ladyfhip to conſi- 
der, that it is impoſſible for me to offer, 
or her to accept, of any affiſtance of 


mine, under her preſent circumſtances — 


but I have aſſured her, that the moment 
weak 25 decency 
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deceney will permit, I mean, to pro- 
poſe myſelf upon the ſame terms, ſne 
(Lady Catharine) once ſo much approv- 
ed: I therefore muſt hope, I add, that 
ſne will not let her be reduced to the ne- 
ceſſity (which muſt certainly otherwiſe 
be the caſe) of ſoliciting charity from 
any other quarter, by taking her under 
her protection particularly as an expen- 
ſive time is approaching, and ſhe has even 
now two children that muſt be provided 
. Her anſwer cannot but be propitious z 
tho? ſhe deſpiſed and ridiculed me for re- 
linguiſhing my pretenſions in favour of 
the deceaſed, and abhorred his very name 
— all animoſity, all diſeſteem, ought now 
to terminate —ſoft reſt his duſt, for he 
was my Le Fever's huſband ; be all his 
faults forgotten, for he was the father of 
her lovely children.—No, no, George, it is 
only cowards that- purſue beyond” the 
grave I am not one of thoſe curs, that 

| can 
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can delight in teazing a carcaſe, that death 
has rendered ſacred. 

I can ſcarce forbear truſting the onathy 
figs 3. Mrs. Freeman with all my ſchemes. 
But the ſureſt method not to be cenſured, 
is, to preſerve unrevealed what might w- 
cur it: I will therefore perſiſt in my ſe- 
crecy, until it can no longer avail me 
and will then break out in my own long 
neglected brightneſs, to captivate the fair 
Andromacha—ſhe, in the anguiſh of her 
ſoul, weeps over her tender infants - but 
the good time will come, when weeping 
ſhall be no more —and ſhe ſhall receive 
inconteſtible proofs of my repentance 
and love. 


Jam, &c. 1 
Crack. 


r 
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- Mrs. FREEMAN to Miſs G1B50x. 


OOR Leiceſter—well—all i is at an 
end with him, as I told you, in a 
few worils, by the laſt poſt, and his wife 
once 
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once more at clibery nn n her . 


tune. 

Lord 8 may —— his * pe- 
nelope; but he has diſplayed ſuch good- 
neſs of heart, ſuch, delicacy towards our 
friend, that they ought never more to be 
remembered. Some perſon it ſeems, in 
the neighbourhood, informed him of Mrs, 
Leiceſter's circumſtances. 

Hle inſtantly applied to that uafeeling 

Lady Catharine, in her favour ; and has 
obtained a hundred pounds. a. year for 
her, by way of annuity, fo long as ſhe 
remains a widow. - 
Had he offered his whole eſtate to >have | 
ſaved her from the laſt extremity, ſhe 
would not have accepted a ſingle ſhilling 
but from. the hands of Lady Catharine 
it cannot be refuſed ; and with the addi- 
tion of her mother's pittance, and Mrs. 
Leeſon's friendly compliments, ſhe may 
now provide for herſelf and family very 
comfortably in the country. 


But 
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But to ſhe you the ſhocking nature of 
that woman of quality, reproaches would 
intermix with benevolence. She broadly 
inſinuates, what ſhe might have been 
and concludes with hoping, that ſhe has 
ſmarted too {enfibly for her folly ever to re- 
peat it that ſuch men as Lord Clerage, 
are not every day to be met with, and in ge- 
neral when once repulſed, their friendſhip 
is utterly joſt but that he had worked ſo 
ſtrongly upon her tenderneſs (Lady Ca- 
+ tharine know any thing of tenderneſs, 
my dear) by his renewed eloqueace; as 
to make her recolle& all the ſoothings 
the ſoft perſuaſion Kitty Le Fever was 
once miſtreſs of—and in ſpite of all her 
reſolutions to the contrary, induced het 
ſo far to conſider her, as to fave her from 
ſtarving. She has a fine fortune—and for 
the poor children's ſake, mult be tole- 
rated in her inſolence —elſe who could 
endure it. 

I ſuppoſe we ſhall hear more of his 


Lordſhip 1 in due time; and if he had my 
voice 
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voice before, which ven ang ſenſihie ke f 


really had, it will now be doubled and 
redoubled in his intereſt. if 


Mrs. Leiceſteriscertainlya moſt charm- 


ing woman; but I would not wiſh, my 


Lord, to behold: her at /preſent—ſhe is 
not the ſame creature, except in diſpoſi- 


tion, where ſhe will ever remain un- 
changed. 

Nothing upon earth ed Rs 10 te 
fectually relieved her as this annuity; 1 
could idolize the firſt ſuggeſtor of it; the 
parſonage-houſe mult be quitted as ſoon 
as poſſible they are to live with us, 

at leaſt, for a year or ſo—and we ſhall 
all be one family, as we aer _—_ n 
one heart. | 

1 ſtrongly ſulpelt e is a e 
however, that muſt yet be unhappy, if 
my conjectures, reſpecting Lord Clerage's 
intentions, are juſt - and that is the va- 
luable Clayton. I am convinced he loves 
her, better ee than he himſelf may 

have 
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have been aware of; and would ſoon be 
perking up his ears to ſolicit a return. 
Well, ſurely Freeman and myſelf are 
patterns of conjugal felicity: nor can 1 
wonder at Mr. Clayton's wiſhing to fol- 
low fo happy an example. I do not re- 
member that he has ever once attempted 
to oppoſe my inclination, or contradict 
my will—] may, therefore, with great 
propriety declare, I have never diſobey- 
ed him. I ſometimes examine my glaſs, 
and now and then look into my mind, to 
diſcover, if poſſible, the charm that fo 
aſtoniſhingly faſcinates him—it lies not, 
my friend, within my depth, I do aſſure 
you. I am neither old, ugly, nor an ab- 
ſolute driveller but certainly never me- 
rited the happy fate that has awaited me; 
nor could there be the leaſt probability of 
my fixing ſo excellent a heart. I dare be- 
eve (nay he has told me fo himſelf, as 
Sir Harry Seycamore ſays) that he (poor 
ſoul) ckinks me in every degree equal to 
the incomparable Mrs. Leiceſter. 


There 
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There is no accounting for it but the 


very extraordinary people of each ſex, are 

in general the moſt unfortunate; had 
Mrs. Leiceſter's merit been of a common 
ſize, ſhe had perttaps avoided all the mi- 
ſery ſhe has experienced—but then the 
would never have been Lady Clerage— 
there I am moſt effectually filenced—for 


to be a Lady, who would not endure a 


long Hure a enen | 


e 


M. FRE EIRTAN. 


Lare XXVII. 


From the Same to the Same. | 


A AN ſo aſtoniſhed, my kebelepe- 
that I know not when 1 ſhall recover 
myſelf; this worthy Mr. Clayton, my 
huſband's great benefactor, the friend of 
every heart, and the extraordinary favou- 
ar. rite 
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rite of the poor, deceived Leicelter's, is 
no other. than that very Lord Clerage 
von have ſo frequently heard me men- 
tion: the manner I diſcovered it was this. 

Mrs. Leiceſter, is ſo indiſpoſed, that 
the {ſeldom quits her chamber. though | 
little more than the common conſequence 
of her preſent condition. Mrs. Le Fever 
paturally ſpends her whole time with her 
child, and we only. viſit them occaſional- 
ly. "ion, is obliged to be abſent ma- 
ny hours in the day with his patients 
and Mr. Clayton, as he was called, ge - 
nerally amuſed himſelf with reading or 
writing, when he could not have our com- 
pany, I have often wondered at the pe- 
culiarity of his humour. 

I had been up ſtairs with Mrs. Leiceſ- 
ter; and finding her ſpirits would not bear 
much converſation, I told Mr. Clayton, 
that if he pleaſed, we would drink our 
tea that afternoon in my parlour. 

He looked alarmed—is Mrs. Leiceſter 
worle, Madam, demanded he ? 
No, 


Miss LE FEVER. r6; 

No, Sir, not as to her health I believe; 

but ſhe ſeems very low, and I fear 'our | 
chat would be too much for her. 

Juſt as you pleaſe, Madam, returned 
he (though with viſible reluctance) nd 
the tea was brought in. 

No, thought I, as the eber . 
ſo fair, J wilt feel his pulſe a little, for T | 
had too much regard for him, not to be 
grieved at any Pogue of affliction to his 
heart. 

What an alteration; ſaid I, does a few 
years produce in ſome people - poor Mrs. 
Leiceſter ho, that knew Miſs Le Fe- 
ver, would conceive it poſſible. 

"Who indeed, returned he, haftily, yet 
is ſhe ſtill lovely but recollecting him- 
ſelf, he in ſome degree moderated the 
warmth of his accent; and added, I heard 
ſhe was a very fine young lady. * 

I looked at him, and could perceive, 
his countenance was much confuſed — im- 
puting it, however, to a wrong cauſe, I 
paſſed it over. She was indeed, Sir, 

ſaid 
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ſaid I, the moſt beautiful creature I-ever 
beheld; no wonder Lord Clerage was fo 
captivated—he ſighed, I fancy the im- 
preſſion is not yet totally obliterated. 

Obliterated, . cried he, a ſecond time, 
forgetting himſelf, impoſſible—1 fancy 
Mrs. Freeman (again reſtraining his feel - 
ings) the man that once loved Mrs. Lei- 
ceſter could not eaſily ſubdue his Tien 
for her, ©: is. 

I have a great notion, faid I, his lord- 
ſhip will renew: his application, ſo ſoon as 
circumſtances will permit—and. I greatly 
hope ſhe will be N ben to ac- 
cept of him. 

Ten thouſand bie he, but 
checking himſelf, he did not finiſh the 
ſentence; it will he very good of you, 
Madam, reſumed he, after a pauſe, to in- 
tereſt yourſelf in his behalf, as his con- 
ſtancy and perſeverance evince the ſtrength 
of his affe&tion.. | 

I believe he deſerves hs, ſaid 1, (ſill 
ſo ſtupid as to bein the dark, with reſpect 

to 


1 ” 


Miss LE, FEVER. 167 


to the real occaſion of his odd behaviour.) 
but you will excuſe me, Sir, if I tell you 
that I have obſerved ſome things in you, 
that beſpeak the tendereſt conſideration 
for her; and I would not promote an uni- 
on that might wound your peace. 

My peace, Madam, (not apprehend- 


ing me,) my peace, my happineſs, re- 


plied he, all depend upon my ſucceſs 
ſhe muſt not, ſhe ſhall not, refuſe my re- 
newed 
How, Sir, cried I, you deal in contra- 
dictions ſurely—yet your language, your 
countenance, are too intelligent for me 
to be deceived—1s it poſſible, that under 
this diſguiſe 1 behold Lord Clerage. _ 
Speak low I beſeech you, Madam—you 
have detected me - you have ſurpriſed me 
into a diſcovery, I but yeſterday reſolved 
againſt l am, indeed, that unhappy Cler- 
age—you know all my iniquities, my ſuf- 
terings—but to pity the miſerable is your 
every day's practice tho' as little deſerv- 


ing 
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ing of your kindneſs as the wretch now 
e ee 

J again repeat, cried I, it is impoſſ- 
wh to what end can you have proceeded 
in the manner you have done; (heaping 
favours upon a family, without their eveh 
ſuſpecting their benefactor was ſo. near— 
I can recall innumerable inftances to my 


remembrance of your humanity,” your de- 


licaey and generoſity, nor ſhall I ever fail 
to honour the 1 merits s of ſo note a diſpo- 
ſition. 

Hold, Mrs. Freeman, Taid he, you are 
groſsly deceived in your opinion of me. 
It is true, I have acted agreeable to all 
you mention, but ſince you have found 
me out in one reſpect, I will not conceal 
myſelf in another. I came down to this 
place for the moſt uhworthy, the baſeſt 
of putpoſes - but Mrs. Leiceſter's good- 
neſs and virtue awed me into repentance, 


and totally ſubdued the infernal principles 


by which I was actuated. I always held 
it for a rule, that when a man became 
jealous 
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jealous without a cauſe, a woman reſolved 
to juſtify his ſuſpicions and I hoped to 
have recommended myſelf to that kind- 
neſs I conceived the huſband had forteir- 
ed and by degrees have reduced your all 
amiable friend, to the mean level of the 
worſt of her ſex. You, my good Ma- 

dam, have nevertheleſs been an eye-wit- 
neſs of my conduct, formed even upon 
ſo deteſtable a plan. The bar to every 
honourable expectation is now removed; 
and if you can perſuade yourſelf, that J 
am capable of making Mrs. Leiceſter hap- 
py, employ your voice in my favour, 
otherwiſe I will forego my purſuit, and 
never once interrupt her. 

What a daring, and at the ſame time, 
what a great ſoul this man muſt poſſeſs. 
I aſſured him of my vote and utmoſt 
intereſt, begged him not to quit our fami- 
ly—and impatiently wiſhed for my huſ- 
band's return. 

IJ am concerned, aich he, to think how 
Freeman will be ſhocked at the diſcove- 

Vou. II. [ ry 
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ry— to loſe his friend, and find an im- 
poſtor in his houſe but I A e it can- 
not be avoided. 
Indeed, my Lord, replied I. I willn not 
_ © profeſs myſelf one of thoſe wives, that can 
"conceal much from their huſband's; e- 
- ſpecially from ſuch a huſband as I am bleſ- 
- Ted with—you can have nothing to fear 
from him—he knows human nature, Sir, 
and, however vain the obſervation, is no 
: ſtranger to the power of love—and the 
. extraordinary goodneſs and benevolence 
you have ſo long practiſed, ought per- 
fectly to eraſe every unpleaſing remem- 


© brance. 
Freeman returned, 'tho* much end 


vith riding, with his uſual good humour, 
I broke the matter to him, in the moſt 
prepared manner I was capable of - but 
I could perceive the loſs of his friend, (as 

- his Lordſhip foretold,) ſunk very deep. 
Lord Clerage was all condeſcenſion, ſelt- 
accuſation and -penitence—and who would 
not have forgiven ſuch an offender. . 
* . AL 687. i 


Miss LE FEVER. 151 


It was now agreed, that he ſhould men- 
tion an intention to leave Brickley—and 
withdraw himſelf without the knowledge 
of any one; and that Mrs. Leiceſter 
ſhould never be made acquainted with the 
particulars of his conduct, until ſne had 
been ſome time Lady Clerage. | 

His Lordſhip is either to build or pur- 
chaſe a houſe in our neighbourhood, and 
we ſhall all live, I hope, to bleſs the fer- 
tility and whimſicalneſs of his invention. 

L received a meſſage from Mrs. Lei- 
ceſter during our converſation, requeſt. 
ing my company; which I inſtantly com- 
plied with, and endeavoured to compoſe 
my features into their uſual gravity. _ 

But the thoughts of Lord and Lady 
g Clerage, communicated {| uch an irreſiſtible 
degree of riſibility to my whole aſpect, 
that my friends challenged me for the good 
news the moment they beheld me, which 
I had bound myſelf to keep ſecret. I 
contrived, however, to amuſe and trifle 
with them fo dexterouſly, that they at 
9 I 2 length 
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length loft their ſcent, wn 10 came off 
triumphant. 

he comforted, my gitl, you hall not 
loſe a huſband by the bargain—Clayton 
was a ſerious ſouk—we will find you ſome- 
thing n der n better ſuit your 
taſte. e 8 


b. _ &c. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 
Lord CIE AOE to Sir Gronck H Exo. 
N OW, my friendly George, am 1 
5 once more become a candidate for 


happineſs in my own proper perſon. 

The peace, the ſatisfaction I have ſo 
long enjoyed, in the friendſhip and ap- 
| probation of theſe worthy people at Brick- 
ley, is put upon the hazard, in order to 
recommend myſelf in a character of ſtill 
greater 
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greater importance in a word, Freeman 
and his wife know me for that wretched 
thing Clerage. 

But I have as yet no great cauſe for 
complaint; Mrs. Leiceſter: lives, and is 
at liberty - and muſt yield herſelf to the 
united importunities of thoſe perſons that 
condeſcend to eſpouſe my intereſt. | 

She has, its true, one alarming extremi- 
ty to paſs through; but why ſhould it be 
more fatal at this, than other preceding 
periods only to render me more com- 
pletely undone. 

Mrs. Freeman has kindly touched up- 
on Clerage's merits, to the mother and 
daughter; intimating, that ſhe | heard it 
was . intention wen man a n 
time. | 
Mrs. Leiceſter waved furprifed, but 
not diſogrecably; his Lordſhip, ſaid ſhe, 
muſt have too much delicacy, not to be 
ſenſible of the improptiety of viſiting me 
for ſome months at leaſt; for could 1 ſo 


ſoon 9 what is due to the memory 
I 3 of 


174 TE HISTORY OT 

of a huſband, it is impoſſible I ſhould: be- 
come unmindful of my duty to my chil- 
dren— nay children yet unborn. 

This reſtriction is unanſwerable. and I 
will pay all proper honour to it. My 
cauſe ſhall. be ſubmited to the intire ma- 
nagement of Freeman and his wife; they 
are friends to each party, and will do them a 
juſtice. 

My bob-wig ſhall” be * up as a 
eapliy of my victory; for I could by no 
other means on earth have been ſucceſs- 
ful; and I ſhall ever rejoice in the recol. | 
lection of my ſober character. 

Iwill tell you what I propoſe. I will 
apply to Lady Catharine for the ſeven 

thouſand pounds ſhe once offered me, and 
make Lady Clerage a ſettlement ſuitable 
ta her merit and my love; then imme- 
diately, by deed of gift, divide her fortune 
equally amongſt the little children; for 
they muſt not be expoſed, George, to 
the precarious de pendance on capricious | 
wills. 


19 


Yet 
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Vet fair and flattering as my preſent 
proſpects are, I cannot be the gay fel- 
low you once knew me; nor even the ac- 
tual obtaining Mrs. Leiceſter's hand can 
render me ſo. That baſe, that cruel ac- 
tion againſt her huſband, with all its hor- 
rid conſequences, perpetually haunts my 
breaſt; he might now have been alive, 
and beyond deſcription happy, if my vil- 
lainy had been unperpetrated—that way 
lies the moſt unſpeakable of horror—ah! , 
Hendon, let us fly it for ever.» . | 

In my private connexions, I have learn- 
ed what I greatly wanted —a proper 1dea ; 
of domeſtic felicity; there is nothing com- 
parable, my friend, to the union of two 
ſenſible and well cultivated. hearts —it is 
indeed friendſhip and it is ſomething 
more — what are all the pleaſures, the 
buſtles I have been accuſtomed to, when |; 
put in competition with one evening's ſo- 
lid and ſubſtantial ſatisfaction. 

1 ſhall henceforth become a very Gogu- 
re man of quality. No forms will be ob 

: I 4 ſerved. 
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ſerved hy me, but ſuch as tend to con- 


firm or promote the joys of ſociety. My 
houſe ſnhall ever be open to the worthy, 
(thoꝰ unfortunate) part of my ſpecies, nor 
ſhall the firſt peer in the realm meet with 
a more welcome reception. They ſhall 
have the privilege of enjoying all that 
affluence ean give, without my exact ing 
that ſervile and too general price the 
facrifice' of their ſincerity or veracity— 
they ſhall not, George, be obliged to 
laugh at my Lordſbip's jeſt, however bold 
or unmeaning. I will have no pins 
ſuck upon my ſleeve.” —The honeſt, the 
generous ſentiments they feel, ſhall be 


- communicated with all due confidence; 


nor ſhalt they ever remember my ſuperi- 
ority in the articles of title or fortune; 
but to reflect, how empty and contempti- 
ble thoſe poſſeſſions, unleſs in conjunc- 
tion with a noble and enlarged heart. | 

What woman ſo capable of entering 
into all my rational ſchemes, as Mrs. 
Leicefter z ſhe who was educated in all 

KP PO; | the 
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the ſplendor, the folly of nobility; expe- 
rienced all the pride and haughty reſent- 
ment that informs the over- grown ſoul; 
and has been ſo ſeverely diſciplined in 122 
ſchool of adverſiti x. 

Happy Clerage, to have withſtood the 
Sbcivations, the admonitions, of your 
friends; and not, in order to extirpate the 
ſenſe of diſappointment, incurred the great- 
eſt of misfortunes - an indiſſoluble bond - 
How lifeleſs and unſatisfactory ſhould 
I have found the converſation of any ather 
woman—and- by betraying the pre- en- 
gagement of my affections, the evil would 
only have been the more abundantly ag» 
gravated. 


I am, &c. 


Is ' LzTzEE 
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, LETTER XXX. 
_ Mrs. FeteMan to Miſs Ginsown. 


AM, my dear Penny, under the great- 
1 eſt apprehenſions upon Mrs. Lei- 
ceſter's account; ſhe is, indeed, ſafely 
delivered from her late unweildy ſtate, 
but-a cough, that has for ſome time hung 
upon her, is in no degree abated, and 
Freeman ſeems to think, there is a ſtrong 
probability of its ſtealing upon her lungs. 

Lord Clerage has not the leaſt idea of 
this alarming circumſtance—he conſiders 
her as now releaſed from every reſtraint, 
and looks forward with the * confi- 
dence. ä 
It would be a dreadful ſtroke | to Mrs. 
Le Fever, and an unfpeakable misfortune 
to the poor children pretty orphans— 
three of them, my girl—but they ſhall 
never want a protecting roof— I would 
endeavour to ſupply the loſs they would 
ſuſfain, Mrs. Leeſon will never forget 


\ her 
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her godſon—and my Lord ſhall give this 
laſt boy a claim to his conſideration and 
kindneſs—by the only means, perhaps, in in 


his power. 
He is to be chriſtened privately, and 


Mr. Clayton will make his- exit very ſoon 
afterwards. 
The village and dykes towns are 
appriſed of his intention, and deeply af- 
fected by it—Freeman had the care of 
their healths, indeed; but his Lordſhip, 
ever ſince his arrival, has been always 
ready to relieve their hearts from ſuffer- 
ing, either by his intereſt, bounty, or ad- 
Vice. 

1 knownot which 1 ought to grieve moſt 
at—my friend's death, or his Lordſhip 5 
diſappointment ;z ſhe would attain the final 
period of all her hopes, fears, and miſe- 
ry—but his future days muſt be embitter- 
ed, by this ſecond deprivation of her, 
now, that by long acquaintance, and the 
moſt amiable conduct, ſhe has ſo infinite- 


ly endeared herſelf to his affections. In 
R 
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his Tour of gaiety, the lovelineſs of her 
figure, and the ſtrength and improvement 


of her underſtanding, were the only ob- 


jects of. his admiratian ; but he has, dur- 
ing his reſidence amongſt us, had an op- 
portunity of obſerving the various opera- 
tions of her moſt excellent principles, 
and the uniform ſweetneſs of her diſpoſi- 
tion. | 
The air may, however, do much for 
her; and perhaps we may prevail upon 
her, to take a journey to Briſtol, 
She is eaſy in her proviſion, that is one 
grand ſpecific, furrounded by her friends, 
and may-continually amuſe herſelf with 


the moſt innocent and engaging of com- 


panions, her children, for whom the has 


the tendereſt feelings. 

She has no violent affliction to contend 
with; from humanity, from a ſenſe of 
her duty, and an inextinguiſhable ſome- 
thing of regard, that we cannot diveſt 
ourſelves of, for ſo near a relation as a 


huſband, ſhe left nothing undone, to pro- 
long 
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long or render his exiſtence comfortable; 
but now the tryal is paſt; it muſt be im- 
poſſible for her to wifh the fond ryrant 
reſtored ; nor does ſhe affect any abſurdi- 
ties. She will, hereafter, have no way- 
ward.humours to confult, no unneceffary 
mortifications to endure; but all will be 
ſo ſoothing and ſalutary, as (I flatter my- 
ſelf) will check the progreſs of this moſt 
fatal diſtemper. | 

My Lord has not yet ſeen 15 ſince 
ſhe began to fit up; and will be agree- 
ably, ſurpriſed when he does obtain that 
indulgence, at the amendment in her 
looks, notwithſtanding all her weakneſs ; 
her beauty triumphs over difeaſe, nay I 
believe death itſelf, in the firſt inſtance, 
will be incapable of ſubduing it. 

I wonder what ſhe will fay, when ſhe 

finds his Lordſhip is determined to make 
her an early viſit. Can ſhe be free from 
all that female vanity, you and J are fo 
much alive to? -O! how ſhould I exult 
in the power of my charms, that could 
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not-only have retained the attachment of 
a very fine young gentleman, for ſo ma- 
ny ſucceſſive years, but ſo perfectly era- 
dicated every tincture of impropriety from 
his compoſition. Can any thing be more 
fattering, than to behold a proſelyte of 


one's own making—a proſelyte to one's 


irreſiſtible merit had ſuch eclat awaited 
me, my whimſical brain would certainly 
have been overturned—and yet you will 
find this equal- minded woman will la- 
ment, and make ſuch an affliction of the 
matter, that I queſtion if it does not, for 
ſome time, retard the re-eſtabliſhment of 
her health. 

Freeman, as I have already told you, 
makes a moſt valuable huſband; I am 
not ſuch a- wretch, as either to wiſh to 
recall the confeſſion, or refuſe confirming 
it; he is a very decent figure—has an 
entertaining turn, and tells a ſtory with 
ſuch, good nature and drollery, that you 
would doat upon him: but when I re- 
flect that it was only aſk and have—nay, 
that 1 myſelf almoſt made the firſt ad- 


vances, 
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vances, or his humility would have kept 
him till this bleſſed moment, for ought I 
know, at aweful diſtance—I could half 
regret yielding myſelf ſo quietly, even to 
a ſituation, that I have ju/ ſenſe enough 
to prefer, to whatever I have ſeen or 
known fince the hour of my birth. 

I ſhould have played off a few airs at 
leaſt ; or ſuppoſe, in order to have wound 
up the amour with ſome ſpirit, I had, in 
the laſt month of his probation, given 
him a booby I had heartily deſpiſed as a 
rival; when, having harraſſed him ſome 
time, and expoſed him to the danger of 
a broken head (for your apothecaries are 
no ſwords- men) I might have condeſcend- 
ed to a reconciliation, laughed at his fol- 
ly, and patched up the wedding in à 
trice; the man, poor ſoul, would then 
naturally have concluded, that all his 
ſufferings were at an end, eſpecially, as I. 
on the firſt ſetting out, ſhould have aſ- 
| liſted the pleaſing deception, till I found 
him in that kind of ſecurity, that would, 
2515 214.T render 
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render him moſt ſenſible of a diſagreea- 
ble change—then rebelling all at once, 1 
ſhould have given him to underſtand, 
that ſuch ſupineneſs was never intended 
for him, I might have brought him to 
obey my nod, and ſubſeribe to my abſo- 


lute ſovereignty. __ 
Inftead of which, we are the verieſt 


turtles i in nature; my will undoubtedly is 


his law; but would you believe it, I am 
ſo mean, as to ſuit it to what I am con- 


- vinced is his private inclination: ſo that 


when he conforms to it with a ſhew of 
obliging me, he is in Wen uy obliging 
himſelf. 

But ſurely this ay is ill-timed, 
* my friends health is affected yet 
to anticipate, is to ſuffer a double, nay a 
treble portion of miſery. I muſt preſerve, 
1 muft exerciſe my ſpirits, for her ſake ; 
the time is now approaching, my Pene- 
lope; when. I may with propriety call 
forth her ſmiles, and re-animate a ſpark 
N. ar extant in her heart. | 


Leiceſter 
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Leiceſter has been dead above fix 
months; and many a lady has, in a much 
ſhorter period, not only been married to 
a ſecond huſband, but ſo heartily weary 
of him alſo, as to be equally impatient 
to rid herſelf of him, in an honeſt way. 
have only one piece of advice to give 
you, my dear, and ſhall then conclude. 
You can never be fo fooliſh as to fall 
in love with my idle flights; no, my good 
girl, if you can diſcover one decent fea- 
ture, in my real character, as a wife or 
friend, adopt it, if you pleaſe, for your 
rule of action but never ſuffer yourſelf 
to be miſled, by the vanities of even 
Tours, &c. 
M. FREEMA NW. 


LETTER XXXI. 
From the Same to the Same. 
ORD Clerage, as Mr. Clayton, my 
Penelope, has been admitted to viſit 


his fair miſtreſs, Freeman, and we all 
drank tea with her. A 


* 
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A warm room, and the converſation of 
triendſhip, will inſenſibly communicate a 
glow both to the complexion and heart. 

No face was ever fairer than Mrs. Lei- 
ceſter's, no eyes brighter, ſofter, or more 
intelligent. She appeared this afternoon | 
to uncommon advantage; a bluſh, more 
lovely than any thing I ever ſaw in na- 
ture, adorned her cheek—and her beau- 
tifully ſhading eye-laſhes, could not be 
diſregarded, her mouth, her teeth, her 
hair, are juſt ſuch as madam Diana is 
ſuppoſed to be diſtinguiſhed with; her 
hand and arm (I always wear gloves when 
ſeated near them, to prevent mine from 
being intirely out of countenance)—but 
my Lord ſhall one day deſcribe them to 
you, with very many other ſtriking graces 
both of perſon and mind. : 

But her-ugly cough would frequently 
check our admiration, by awakening us 
to the alarming conſciouſneſs, that even 
that finiſhed creature was ſubje& to the ; 


common lor of mortality. 


She 
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She thanked us ell in the ſweeteſt 
terms, for our tender care and obliging 
aſſiduity towards her —obſerving how a 
few years had branched out mine in par- 
ticular, as ſhe had no doubt but her chil- 
dren would reap the benefit of my extra- 
ordinary partiality for their mother. Mrs. 
Le Fever, ſne added, would be eſteem- 
ed for her own ſake—butr her helpleſs in- 
nocents, could alone experience the of- 
fices of benevolence, in pity to their ten- 
der age, or from an extention of that 
friendſhip, which had been ſo liberally 
dealt our to their fond parent. To have 
them defended from the miſeries of life, 
and the contagion of ambition and vani- 
ty, was her laſt and moſt earneſt wiſh, 

We endeavoured to divert her thoughts 
from ſuch ſerious conſiderations—but ſhe 
frequently recurred to them, as if to give 
them their deſired I e upon our 

hearts. 
She muſt be ſenſible of her declining 


ſtate; tho' ſhe forbears the direct mention 
35 of 
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of it; * ſought in this moment to con- 
vey ſome diſtant preparation to us. 


But how prompt we are to fear where 


we ſo abundantly love. She is viſibly 


better, will get abroad next week, and 
muſt ſoon recover her uſual chearfulneſs. 

Mrs. Le Fever was not much affected 
by her converſation, by being accuſtomed 
to it, I ſuppoſe - but, my Lord, Freeman 
and myſelf, were ſearched to the quick 
by it— the afflicted lover, looked now on 
me, and then upon Mrs. Leiceſter, as if 
he intreated me to give him that hope, he 
could not find in his own breaſt, 

We told her, Mr. Clayton intended to 
leave us the latter end of the next week. 

She was much concerned at the news 
profeſſed: her gratitude. for the many fa- 
vours he had conferred upon her, and beſt 
wiſhes for his future happineſs. . 

1 ſhall be, glad when he is gone, ſince. 
it is neceſſary we ſhould be ſeparated for 
ſame little time, for | I; ſuſpect we ſhall 
have fine work. in the farewell ſcene—if 


We 


«a \,/ 
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we may judge from what his voice and 
countenance betrayed in the bare contem- 
plation of it but I ſhall adviſe him to flip 
away without any tender ceremony. 

I do not ſuppoſe, that ever man had a 
truer aſfection for 9 and oy” muſt 
be happy. 

The little fellow has been called Au- 
guſtus, (theſe great men, have always 
half- a- dozen great names) after his Lord- 
ſnip - tho' Mrs. Leiceſter is far from con- 
ceiving the reaſon - ſo Philip by accident, 
and Auguſtus by intention, will have e- 
qual recommendations to his favour. 

We had ſome difficulty to reconcile the 
humble mother to ſo noble an appellation; 
the very name, faid ſhe, will fill his infant 
mind with thoſe lofty (ſentiments, from 
which I am ſo anxious to ſecure him. 

We rallied her upon the only weakneſs 
we had ever diſcovered her capable of; 
and begged her to recollect, that both Cæ- 
fers and Alexanders followed the plough 
in her very neighbourhood; and ſhe could 


not 
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not ſurely wiſh the fate of Auguſtus to be 
inferior to theirs; beſides, we added, it 
, was Mr. Clayton's requeſt, who begged 
the would allow him to be one of the 
2 e and could not be refuſed. 
This laſt plea overcame her, and ſhe 
can now boaſt a Philip, an Auguſtus, 
and a Mary (there: have been queens of 
the name, Madam, though perhaps not 
in ITHaca) in her tender progeny. 

* * * * * * r 

Lord Clerage has left us left us in 

the utmoſt diſconſolation. 

Mrs. Le Fever had ſo much eſteem for 
him, that her regret is heart-felt ; I wiſh 
it was convenient to let her into his ſecret 
- hiſtory—bur to tell her, would be to tell 
her daughter (for they can keep nothing 

| Hu each other but misfortunes) which 

- would be bounding infinitely beyond what 
is conſiſtent with our preſent views and 
* 
Me now begin once more to live. Mrs. 
Le Fever, and Mrs. Leiceſter, have filled 


7 up 
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up every vacancy at our happy table (ex- 
cept one little place reſer ved for his lord- 
ſhip,) whom I expect to hear from every 
day on a new account, and cannot help 
being alarmed for the conſequence. Yet 
it cannot ſurely be a grievance, to have 
the proſpect of being a woman of qua- 
lity; her nature is ſuſceptible of every 
natural impreſſion, and this can never be | 
reſiſted if ſhe is human. 
Poor Freeman has but an uneaſy time 
of it; I am inceſſantly buzzing, either 
my hopes or my fears, in his honeſt ears, 
from the inſtant he enters the doors, till 
the moment he quits them: he ſmiles. 
moſt pleaſingly at the one, and patheti- 
cally ſhakes his head at the other. 
It is well you live at ſome diſtance; 
for I am ſatisfied you would ſo approve 
him for his humanity, his good humour, 
and twenty other perfections, that, in the 
end, you would wiſh your friend fairly 
out of the way, to give yourſelf an op- 
portunity 
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portunity of ſetting Fur cap at ſo much 
merit. 12 
But you ſimple girl you, do you con- 
ſider, that an attachment like ours, could 
not be diſſolved without much buſtle. Ihe 
long · drawn face, the impending hat- band, 
ho / would you encounter them ꝭ to have 
days and weeks, and months paſs away, 
yet the remembrance of his Polly unob- 
literated; could you perſevere in ſpread- 
ing the repeatedly. ſucceſsleſs bait— no, 
no, believe me, ſo much trouble would 
attend the attempt, that you had better 
pray ſor the continuance of Mrs. Free- 
man's life, and direct all your allurements 
to ſome other quarter. 
I have ran my eye over what I have 
written, and find ſo little in it either to 
entertain or inſtruct, and you know I am 
pPaſſionately fond of both, that I will de- 
fer ſending it in till I can add an account 
of his Lordſhip's proceedings; and leſt 
they ſhould require a large ſpace of pa- 
per, 
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per, I will break off uren, 0e and * 
ſue my avocations. 

It is as I tn ; Mrs. Leiceſter 
is thrown into. the greateſt conſternation, 
dilemma and affliftion, imaginable, by 
Lord Clerage's declaring, * a 0 10 * 
intention to viſit her. 

I undertook his labia e 

My dear Kitty, ſaid I, conſider what i is 
due to yourſelf and family; how preca- 
rious your dependence upon the haughty 
and capricious Lady Catharine; and how 
much my Lord has already done for vou; 
you cannot, you ought not to perſiſt in 
your refuſal of him. 

O my mother, O my children, exclaim- 
ed ſhe, your intereſt and happineſs will 
ever be my leading ſpring of action 
but a ſecond marriage is contrkry to all 
my reſolutions, my principles; and eſpe - 
cially. with a man that once ſo outrage- 
ouſly nenen and 1 N me. 


F You 
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Tou do not, my dear, returned I, act, 
upon this occaſion, agreeable to your cha- 

racter can you be ſo uorelenting, as to 


accept of no humiliation? No 
My much valued friend, cried ſhe, in- 


| Fl ie me, you muſt not eſpouſe ſo 


improper a cauſe ; when Lord Clerage 
was pleaſed to honour me with his ad- 
dreſſes, I-was-not-the woman I now am. 
Youth, and unimpaired health, were at 


leaſt mine, and the intereſting incum- 


brances of domeſtic life, not only fo- 
reign to my. poſſeſſion, but ſtrangers to 
my heart. Let at that very period, only 
newly reduced from affluence, and un- 
practiſed in the inconveniences of pover- 
ty; with much latent vanity, and an in- 
finite portion of pride, I pronounced him 
not the man I could make choice of; 
and ſhall I now betray myſelf into fo un- 

equal an union. Shall I endeavour to 
Pc His a ſpark of ambition, where no 
materials have been lodged; it is im- 
poſſible.; he is ſtill young and gay, how 
101 | . unfit 
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unfit a wife muſt I then be for him; my 
conſtitution has received ' ſome ſhocks, 
that will expoſe me to an early old age, 
and my vivacity is wholly extinguiſhed , 
is there no way of ſaving my children, 
but by ſacrificing myſelf; of making my 
mother happy, but at the price of my 
own peace; or of ſatisfying my friends, 
but by delivering up myſelf to what my 
very ſoul abhors—yet I will ſuffer him to 
behold me, reſumed ſhe, after a ſhort 
pauſe wan and drooping as I am, it 
muſt reſtore him to his reaſon—he ſhall 
viſit us, my Freeman, and if we cannot 
accompliſh, we will ſubdue his wiſhes, 

I was obliged to let her enjoy this flats 
teriag hope; it has, my dear, intirely- 
poſſeſſed her; and I could perceive, that 
ſhe actually exulted in her faded charms, 
as ſhe viewed herſelf tranſiently in the. 
glaſs, from conſidering it as the only 
means of ſecuring her, from what ſhe is 
ſo extremely averſe to. | 


K 2 But 
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But 4 have been told, Mrs. Penelope, 
that there is a wide difference between 
refuſing} an overture of this nature, in 
the firſt and ſecond perſon my Lord 
has rhetoric, my Lord has reſolution; 
„ eee eee n 


" Yours, &c. 


M. FRE Max. 
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Lord CLE RACE to Sir GrornGs Hzvpox. 
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4 
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"| 


OW. egregiouſly we deceive. our- 
4 ſelves, George; my vivacity ſeem- 
ed indeed to be totally ſubdued, but a 
ſingle ray of complacence from that ſoft 
power that held it in bondage, has now 
called it forth to new life and vigour, | 
I arrived at Brickley about 12 o'clock, 
and ſent my compliments to the family of 
families. 


H Freeman 


P 
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Freeman immediately waited upon me, 
and with all the worthy rapture, ſuch 
ſouls as his are only capable of, wel- 
comed me to the Place J had fo oY 
quitted, _ _ 

J enquired after his wife Mrs. Le Fe- 
ver, but above all, my Mrs. Leiceſter; 
he looked a little diſcouraging ; T would 
not however imbibe the mortifying inti- 
mation, but determined to judge for my- 
ſelf by the reception I met with. » 

J found Mrs. Le Fever, Mrs. Free- 
man, Philip, Polly, and their beloved 
mother, all afſembled | in the well. roc 
parlour. 

Without doubt, ſhe had endeavoured 
to prepare herſelf for the ren-counter, 
but her countenance heverthelefs evinced, 
that her heart was not wholly unagitated. 
Philip, tho" little turned of three years 
old, ſoon learned to careſs me; and if 
the mother's eyes were unpropitious to 
her lover, 'fhe beheld his love for her 
children, with vifible approbation. 


We 
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Me dined together ſhe behaved with 
all that eaſe and dignity,” I fo much ad- 
mired on my firſt acquaintance with her. 
The afternoon declined, yet no proſpect 
of exchanging one intereſting ſyllable. 

I gave Freeman an item he commu- 
nicated it to his wife, but not ſo dexte- 
rouſly, as to eſcape Mrs. Leiceſter's ob- 
ſervation. 

My Lord, ſaid ſhe, the reſerves. that 
are amiable at one age, are abſurd at 
another; this company and myſelf are well 
apprized of your generous intention; and 
beg we may give the matter a fair diſ- 
cuſſion in the circle of friendſhip. 

So far from being under the leaſt dif. 
— by complying with my re- 
queſt your cauſe will be ſtrengthened; 
you have gained the whole party, by 
your unexampled conſtancy, , and other 

merits, which 1 will not now enter upon, 
1 only beg to be allowed to paint things 
as they ſtrike me, and if you can prove 


my objections t: 0 be frivolous or inſig- 
nificant, 


, 
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nificant, I will ſubmit to the general de- 
ciſion. 5 

We yeilded the point; tho? n 
W to be unconvinced. 

It is now ſome years, my Lord, reſum- 
ed ſne, ſince you made me the ſame noble 
offer you now condeſcend to repeat. At 
that period, my youth, education, and the 
recent ſufferings of my father, in the cauſe 
of his country, might in ſome degree have 
excuſed the warmth of your attachment, 
and reconciled the world to ſo unſuitable 
an union. I was then, however, not only 
pre engaged in my affections, but ſtrong- 
ly prejudiced againſt ſome part of your 
character. I refuſed you, my Lord give 
me leave to awaken your pride, by re- 
peating the indigent Kitty Le Fever, 
haughtily refuſed you, and married the, 
man of her acknowledged preference. 
You ſurely muſt recollect all the rage and 
indignation this treatment occaſioned you 
to feel. That man is now uo more, but 
notwithſtanding his body is lodged in the 

K 4 grave, 
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grave, his memory lives, and will ever 
continue to live in his wife's heart three 
children have ſurvived him, poor unpor- 
tioned children; at this moment depend- 
ant on the bounty of a woman that has 
flipulated to withdraw it, if their mother 
renounces her widowhood. You muſt re- 
member Kitty Le Fever's perſon— Mrs. 
Leiceſter hardly bears any reſemblance 
of her her ſpirits are depreſſed, her mind 
ſtrongly, ſtrongly diſinclined to change 
her condition, and incapable of loving 
even your Lordſhip; ought you then to 
advance ſuch a being to the participation 
of your rank and fortune. Nay, this is 
not all; the has a mother, whoſe happi- 
neſs is dearer to her than her own, from 
whom ſhe is reſolved never to be ſeparat- 
ed. what a houſeful of beggars, my 
Lord, might you boaſt, it you was to 
perſiſt in your evidently not well. confi- 
dered reſolution. Diſguſted by che cold 
behaviour of your wife, and diſtracted with 


the e confuſion of ber, Leiceſter's 
1 > 4 children, 
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children, your home would become hate - 
ful to you; and the ridicule of your 
friends would feſtrum you from going a- 
broad; thus would your life become n 
burthen, and you would not fail to curſe 
the hour chat had been witneſs to your 
obtaining ſo prepoſterous a wiſh, as unit- 
ing yourſelf to the inconveniences I have 
defcribed=you ſeem impatient, my Lord, 
to reply, but weigh wen your determi- 
nation, for your future en abſo- 
lutely depends upon it. 

My dear Mrs. Leiceſter, erted l. have | 
I not heard you to the utmoſt, without 
even attempting to interrupt you? Only 
allow me the fame privilege, and I have 
little more to aſk, My anfwer, indeed, 
will not long detain you; I have never 
taſted felicity ſince your refuſal (words 
have no terrors for me, it was the deed 
that ſtabbed me to the heart,) of me, nor 
have I any other proſpect of being reſtor- 
ed to it, than by your acceptance of me. 


I love Mrs. Le Fever, your children are 
K 5 dear 
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dear to me; my fortune is ſufficient for 
us all. Tour ſerious converſation will 
delight me beyond all the giddy ſallies on 

 _ «earth, and 1 will never ceaſe my ſolicita- 
tions, until you conſent to be mine. 
Her features fell in that peculiar man- 
ner that denotes diſappointment. 
I cannot contend, my Lord, ſaid ſhe, 
it is not for me to fight againſt my own 
intereſt. For my mother and childrens 
fake alone, I wiſh my days to be prolong- 
ed, and what is it that for their ſakes I 
would not endure ?—But the conceſſion 
is unworthy your acceptance, and I ſhall 
think meanly of you, if after what 1 have 
ſaid, you can reſolve to make the fortune 
of even my own deareſt relations, —I will 
retire, and hope to hear you have renoun- 


$59 ſo ignoble a purpoſe. 
She left us, and you may gueſs the re- 


ful 
In about half l time, ſhe re- 
earned, unſent for, no affectation, no. 


preſumption, I am grieved to perceive 
ä what 
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what I cannot but admire, for is it not the 
ſtrongeſt mark of cold indifference.: - : 1 
Freeman was diſappointed, that I would 
not take up my reſidence under his roof, 
(it would not have been the firſt time, 
George,) but ſenſible of Mrs. Leiceſter's 
delicate fancies, I had guarded againſt 
every diſguſting contingence, by borrow- 
ing a friend's houſe at about four miles 
diſtance, during * continuance in Hp 
country. i 
I departed at * 8 have 1 
of nothing but my approaching happi- 
neſs, until this very moment, that I am 
ſotting out to . with my 470 Pr 
wears friends. 


Jam, &c. 
CLERAGE. © 
; x AO 
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Mrs. FREEMAN Zo MI G1 8508. A 
HE grand tryal, my Penelope, is 
cover, and ſhe has tacitly conſented 


to favour Lord Clerage's renewed ſuit. 
K 6 She 
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She infiſts upon it, that one year and 
one month of her widowhood ſhall e- 
lapfe, before the is entertained on the 
ſubject of a ſecond love. She kindly pro- 
Miſes to do all ſhe can to join inclination 
to duty, and grows leſs and leſs averſe to 
the tate formidable man. 

But, my dear, even whitft ſhe ſo agree 
ably amuſes us, we cannot be inſenſible that 
the is ſtealing from us, and will too proba · 
bly be ſoon beyond our utmoſt reach. We 
confulted a phyſician yeſterday, who is of 
opinion. that the is in a deep decay. 

Two months are yet unexpired of the 
time, the. requires to be miſtreſs of her- 
ſelf—but ſhe can never be ſo near her fi- 
nal difſolution'; her frame, her complexi- 
on are ſo delicate, that they deceive every 
beholder—and are more durable than we 
imagine, ver will het ou 5 be left 
deſtiturre. 

l My Lordi is with us W Not a 
word of love but friendſhip, the moſt 


exalted Friendſhip is his darling theme, 
= g Mrs, 
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Mrs. Le Fever bleſſes the day that her 


daughter became acquainted with him, 
and will more abundantly bleſs the one 
that gives him to her for a ſon. Dtn 
Preparations are already carried on, 
(tho* without Mrs. Leiceſter's knowledge) 
Lady Catherine has already been applied 
to; and the declates herſelf not only in 
the ſame mind with reſpect to the ſeven 
thouſand pounds, but offers to make it 
ten, and ſettlements are to be drawn ac- 
cordingly. Death, all- tremendous deaths 
forbear to interrupt ſo noble a wor. 
Poor Freeman— hall 1 tell you how 
fond he is grown of a little quality bindinꝝ, 
my Lord, and your Lordſhip, is perpe- 
tually falling from his lips; and Tſhrewd- 
ly ſuſpect, he enjoyed leſs fatisfaction, (an 
ungrateful wretch) in the contemplation 
of his own great day, than PT 

in that of his Lordſhip's. | 
I wiſh he may not have reaſon to repent 
the notions I ſhall imbibe upon the occa- 
ſion. To be ſo courted, who would not 
be 
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be a widow? To be ſo provided for, 
who would not be a ſecond time diſpoſed 
of?—Yet he may as well live — inferior 
and imperfect as he is, in compariſon of 
his great benefactor for you know, Pe- 
nelope, as I am not a Mrs. Leiceſter, I 
might too probably ſigh out the remain- 
der of my exiſtence in ſolitary diſcontent, 
My Lord propoſes, if her Ladyſhip 
(my heart dances at the found,) can un- 
dertake the journey, to carry her to the 
German ſpaw—the Bantlings and Mrs, 
Le Fever to remain at Brickley. 

Her Ladyſhip muſt have a companion 
of her own ſex, to render the expedition 
pleafing—many a female would be glad 
of ſuch an opportunity of ſeeing the world, 
and but one, my dear, can be fo happy as 
to enjoy it can you not gueſs who that 
one may be—even honeſt Freeman's wife, 
if he can prevail upon himſelf to ſupport 
her abſence for ſo long a period. But he 
11 en made a point of preferring her 
Tor ee happineſs 
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happineſs, to his own, ſhe has therefore 
nothing to fear from that quarter. 

I could never have been convinced of 
the Power of dreſs, but from ocular de- 
monſtration. Mr. Clayton had the ut- 
molt a appearance of a ſober, worthy gentle- 
man — but Lord Clerage is quite the a- 
greeable man of quality that ever my 
friend could refuſe him and make choice 
of there is no accounting for fancy, and 
I ought to be ſilent. 


Mrs, 1 cicelter has juſt left me, ſhe is 
weak and low-ſpirited ; I felt the ſhock, 
and ſeverely cenſured myſelf for the folly 
I had been practiſing; and to add to my 
mortification, ſhe expreſſed a deſire to 
read what I had written. 

Lou know my diſpoſition, ſaid I, I was 
all hope in the moment I , exerciſed my 
pen, and my ſtile is conſiſtent with its 
dictates. But your paleneſs and dejection 
have given ſuch a new turn to my thoughts, 


that I myſelf could not bear to run it o- 
ver, 
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ver, Judge then How unfit it muſt be for 
your peruſal. 
| My dear Freeman, tied ne, why will 
you ſuffer yourſelf to be fo gtoſsly miſled 
by idle deluſions; it is not my wedding, 
d my funeral, you will be called to at- 
tend. I feel myſelf die dalty, tho I would 
ſpare you as thuch as poſſible, if I did not 
fear the ſtroke would be the heavier by 
your being unprepared for it. I cannot 
have many weeks longer to continue with 
you; yet you leave me to perforni the 
taſk of refigning myſelf to the awful 
change alone and unaſſiſted. You will 
behold death as ah enemy, and fly the 
idea of him with horror; but there is a 
method to diſarm him of his terrors, and 
teach us to welcome him as our tendeteſt 
friend. I will fit down with you, and for 
once ſpeak all that is in my heart. Lou 
have been an eye-withels of the inconve- 
niences, the fond affection of poor Lei- 
ceſter, frequently expoſed me to; they 
could not always be concealed, You may 
remember 
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remember how wiſely I thought I bad 
choſen—and how I hugged the dear de- 
ceirful expectation of a long ſueceſſion of 
happineſs. You was likewiſe privy, in 
ſome meaſure, to my diſappointment z 
Mr. Leiceſter was not proof againſt the 
only infirmity of his nature, jealouſy, and 
that was the ſource of every error—he 
was taken away, however—and 1 am left 
to accomplith my laft great work with- 
out interruption; nor ſhould 1 find it dif- 
ficult, if you did not all conſpire againſt 
me—you are affected ah! this is ever the 
caſe and I muſt die in ſilence, and love 
you comfortleſs, dd 
Freeman came in at this juncture; bis 
wife's tears were too precious to be diſre- 
garded by him but when he heard the 
cauſe he could have joined his own and 
to avoid that ſtrongeſt evidence of humane 
ſenſibility, he hurried, out of the * 
ment. 
What will be he event of all theſe 
threatening appearances, heaven only 
knows ! 
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knows! She does not grow better, and 
muſt be conſcious of her own ſufferings— 
but how ſhall I ſupport—the thought, the 
thought alone is beyond meaſure * 
gay | | 


I am, &c. 
M. FREEMAN. 
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From the Same to the Same. 


E can no longer reſiſt the evi- 

- dence of our own ſenſes— Mrs. 

Leicefter is unable to quit her _ and 
wil ſoon be no more. 

Lord Clerage—how would you Ore 
paſſionate him ? is utterly hopeleſs—yet 
has he the reſolution to preſerve an out- 
ward.compoſure ; he ſeldom indeed ſpeaks 
but with his eyes—and they are abundant- 
* anxious 1 ag ere | 

e n a che 


k 
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She is ſubject to violent faintings, in 
one of which F reeman 8 ſhe will 
g0 off. 
And can 1 not  obly: write, bor behold 
ſuch heart wounding characters I am 
callous, my dear, at preſent, but depend 
upon it the laſt ſtroke will not be unfelt. 
1 no longer wonder at all the clegies» 
the beautiful complaints your poets, whoſe 
ſouls have been touched, have laid before 
us. I myſelf could for ever dwelt upon 
the excellencies, the merits of my ſweet 
departing friend. But let me not rob her 
of one moment's due attendance - I can 
write to you, Pt * 18 dC 
my utmoſt care. 
Tet ! will give zou the Age the 
operations of this cruel undermining, in- 
curable diſorder, as opportunity offers. 
 T have much to engage my tender at- 
tention. Lord Clerage, Mrs. Le Fever, 
my huſband—but who ſhall ſooth my 
woes, or from whence can they derive the 
| Mlighteſt 
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lighteſt mitigation—the power alone that 
inflicts them, can relieve them. 
She is dying at this very period, in that 
flow peculiar manner of conſumptions, 
tho' not yet confined to her bed; nor will 
ſhe be prevailed upon to deny herſelf the 
ſight of her children, 

She has had a ſevere fit this very morn- 
ing we all imagined it would have been 


her laſt but ſhe fell into a gentle fleep, 
from which 1 1 ſhe will awake * 
ed. 


She ſends for me- will not treſpaſs 
an inſtant upon that patience, that is ſuf+ 
ficremly executed by ſuſſtring. 
Let me, let me, Penny, endeavour to 
defcribe ſuch a ſoene to you, as ſure no 
mortal was ever before a ſpectator of. 
I entered Mrs. Leiceſter's apartment 
trembling perhaps, thought I, I am on- 
Iy called to behold her laſt agonies - but 
1 found her feated in her eaſy chair, with 
a chearfulneſs of aſpect, I could little 
have expected. 
My 
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My Freeman, ſaid ſhe, with a quick 
(and for her ſtrong) voice, where is Lord 
Clerage; I muſt ſee him this inſtant; tell 
him I intreat-it as a particular favour, and 
J am certain he will oblige me. ; 
I foon brought him, * to her 
deſire. | 
My Lord, faid ſhe, I am perfiided'i it 
was your intention to have made my life 
happy, you will not then, I hope, heſitate 
to render my death fo. It is not proper 
you ſhould now ſolicit me—and the cir- 
cumſtances I am under, ſets me above all 
form—I may furpriſe you—but I now 
earneſtly intreat you to accept that hand 
you-have hitherto been refuſed. Was I 
not intirely convinced of your merit, even 
at this late hour, I would diſdain the uni- 
on—but you deſerve my thanks, you de- 
ſerve my prayers. Tell me then, will 
you conſent to relieve my mind from its 
extremeſt anxiety I ſee your Lordfhip's 
diſtreſs, your tears, Freeman, greatly diſ- 
turb me; nor ſhall I have the ſtrength to 
beſtow 
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beſtow my poor weak hand, if I am hap- 
pily ſucceſsful in my application, unleſs 
you can reſolve to aſſiſt and ſupport me. 
My Lord took her hand as it was drop- 
ping upon the arm of the chair kiſſed it 
eagerly; and I could perceive, ſned ſome 
tokens of affection upon it, that could not, 
fail to be grateful. 

It is too much, my Lord, too much 
my friend, ſaid ſhe—but you muſt be ex- 
peditious; let the licence be procured, 
let the ſettlements be ſigned ; whoever 
expected I ſhould quicken your Lordſhip 
in ſuch acauſe—but we will not ſpend that 
time in expectations, that ought to be em- 
ployed to a much better purpoſe. The 
worthy Freeman ſhall give me away —my 
mother, all my friends ſhall he preſent— 
nor will the ceremony be long in perform- 
ing, when once the neceſſary nen 
are accompliſned. 

She hurried us away; me to inform 
F reeman, and Mrs. Le Fever of what 

1 f | was 
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was to happen, and his r to i 
the licence. 

He preſſed my hand as we went FI 
A will ſupport it, ſaid he — bitter 
as the trial is, it ſhall be ſuſtained -I fan- 
cy I can gueſs her motives—ſhe is an an- 
gel- have not deſerved her—wretch that 
1am—but I will not complain. 

We returned; ſhe eagerly enquized if 
every thing was ready. 


My moſt precious woman, ſaid his 


Lordſhip, do ſpare yourſelf this violent 
exertion of your ſpirits—all is as you could 
wiſh—the parchments ready for agning, 
and—he could not ſpeak the reſt. 

There muſt be no delays, faid ſhe, let 
them be duly executed, and we will then 
proceed to the other ceremony. 

The lawyer was immediately intro- 
duced, and that buſineſs being ſpeedily, 
tho* ſolemnly diſpatched—his Lordſhip 
produced a private bond or inſtrument, 


which he begged of me to witneſs, and the 
gentle- 
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ſame, but I am ignorant of the contents. 
Mrs. Leiceſter | deſired ſome drops — 
my treacherous ſpirits, cried ſhe, are be- 
ginning to forſake me; they muſt bea flift- 
ed, or 1 will at laſt be my 
portion. 
1 eee dd n gebn 
ed her former earneſtneſs the clergy- 
man we all aſſembled but ſuch a mar- 
riage was hardly ever performed before 
every one but the bride was in the 
deepeſt diſtreſs however, her reſolution 
continued unſhaken until all was over, 
and every form n to render the 
union valid. 

My Lord Kkiſſed her hand again and 
again, in the anguiſh of deſpair and her 
mother retired to give vent to her long 
reſtrained affliftion, f 
She now dropped near to fainting; my 
hufband and his Lordſhip would have 
withdrawn—but ſhe beſought them to let 


her 
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her finiſh her work, as ſhe could not ex. 
pect to enjoy many more opportunities. 
Tour Lordſhip, ſaid ſhe, when ſhe had 
ſomewhat. recovered. herſelf, cannot but 
penetrate my motives for the extraordi- 
nary ſteps I have taken. Lady Catharine 
conſented to buy me a title, but ſhe will 
purchaſe me the ſweeteſt of conſolations. 
The deception 1s not only innocent, but 
juſtifiable ; I have conformed to her terms, 
and ſhe cannot refuſe the reward. My 


mother, my children will never preſume 


to claim, an alliance, which you, Sir, will 
be too generous ever to forget; and by 
ſecuring ſuch a friend to them, I die per- 
fectly ſatisfied, and will thank you for 
your goodneſs and condeſcenſion, even 
with my lateſt breath. 
My lovely creature, cried his Lordſh p. 
you may ſpare yourſelf all farther expli- 
cation. Your deſign, your view, was too 
obvious to be miſtaken . and it muſt be 


you have ſo greatly honoured, as to chooſe 
Vol.. II. L. for 


a ſatisfaction to you to find, that the man 
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for the protector of your children, has pu 
it out of his power to abandon them in 
what the world deems the moſt eſſential 
article — Mrs. Freeman, added he, be 
pleaſed to read the contents of this paper, 
(the one I had ſigned, my dear,) and we 
will cloſe this moſt intereſting ſcene. ' 

Freeman obeyed this command, and I 
had the pleaſure to find, that his Lordſhip 
beſtowed the ten thouſand pounds, he was 
do receive from Lady Catharine, W el 

| — the pretty orphans. 

It is compleated, my Lord, cried the 

delighted Mrs. Leiceſter, (laying her 

Feeble hand upon his in a grateful preſ- 
ſure,) you have accompliſhed my every 
wiſh. Now all the difficulty is over—and 
another day or two, and I ſhall be—but 
you will vouchſafe to write to her Lady- 
ſhip, and 1 could be glad to Know the 
money was ſafely depoſited. act 

What a happineſs, that the writings 

had been prepared, (a circumſtance which 


Mrs, Leiceſter drew out of me only the 
; » preceding 
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preceding evening) cannot add one; 
thing more after what L have now writ- 
ten, it is impoſſible, except that 


1 115 &c. 


M. a 
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From the Same to the Same. 


OUR days have paſſed away, yet 
Lis this lovely, glimmering lamp un- 
extinguiſhed. My Lord ſeldom quits her 
apartment in the day-time; he reads to 
her; he adminiſters her medicines, and is 
to receive the ſacrament with her, ſo ſoon 
as the meſſenger returns from Lady Ca- 
tharine. | 

She expreſſes ſome little impatience, 
now and then, at her Ladyſhip's delay— 
ſhe is, indeed, unacquainted with the an- 
guiſh of her preſent condition, ſhe knows 


e of maternal anxiety - but ſurely 
L 2 her 


—— — — — — 
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her politeneſs to Lord Clerage, ſhould 
have induced her to be expeditious in her 
congratulations—ſhe cannot depart until 
her anſwer is received. 

The meſſenger is at laſt arrived, with a 
particular draught upon her Ladyſhip's 


banker for the promifed ſum; and now, as 


my friend expreſſes it, ſhe has nothing to 
do, but to die. | 

She has performed all that ſhe intend- 
ed—has taken leave of her children, and 
his Lordſhip received every one from her 
as his own—ſhe has charged me to re- 
member her mother—but what will be- 
come eo me, when forget myſelf? 

I am, &c. 
M. FREEMAN. 


% 


LETTER XXXVI. 
Mr. Freeman fo Miſs GIBSON. 


Madam, 
AM enjoined, by my wife, to a 


you of thoſe particulars ſhe is une 
qual . Mrs, 
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Mrs. Leiceſter, or rather Lady Cler- 
age, has juſt breathed her laſt, She waz 
dying laſt night, tho' perfectly in her ſen- 
ſes ; and about fix o'clock in the morning 
ſhe expreſſed a deſire to ſee my Lord. 

She intreated him to be comforted ; and 
to endeavour to ſupport her dear mother 
under her affliction | 

Mrs. Le Fever would have entered the 
room, as alſo my wife; but ſhe ordered 
the nurſe to admit no other perſon than 
his Lordſhip and me. 

My Lord, ſaid ſhe, in a very low voice, 
perhaps you never ſaw. any one die; did 
you not expect the ſcene to be much more 
dreadful than you find it. You are ſtill 
a very young gentleman, and may hve to 
loſe the remembrance of what even now 
ſo ſtrangely affects you—but I owe you 
I owe you, reſumed ſhe after ſome mo- 
ments ſtruggling, a proper - impreſſion of 
this inevitable change. Thoſe that for- 
get they are to die, will never live as they 


_ ought $0.do—you will not only retain, 
L 3 | bur 
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but communicate the leſſon to my. poor 
children. Do not be diſcouraged from 
the practice of virtue, becauſe all her vo- 
taries are not ſo happy as might be ex- 
pected, I myſelf fell a victim in the firſt 
inſtance to filial affection - but does not 
that very conſciouſneſs at this moment 
{ſmooth my bed of languiſhment, and cheer 
my pœor drooping ſpirits would we have 
the joys of mortality, and the bleſſed re- 
wards of eternity to be ours - preſumptu- 
ous, and unreaſonable wretches! I could 
never have been uſeful to you in life, ad- 
ded ſhe, after another interval of ſuffering, 
but reap all the benefit of my departure, 
and let both your heart and foul be re- 
formed, 

She lay for half an hour without ſpeaks 
ing, and I prevailed upon his Lordſhip to 
retire, left the ſight of him ſhould diſturb 

her, if ſhe did once more recover her ſen- 
Ability. 
She did again lift up her eyes, my mo- 


ther, my children, ** God, pronoun- 
ced 
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ced ſhe, very imperfectly — when falling 
into a ſucceſſioni of her faintings, ſhe was 
at length ſubdued, never more to be re- 
ſtored to us. | 


You will kindly excuſe my n 
upon ſo melancholy a ſubject. Never was 


there a more afflicted family, or indeed! 


own, for ſhe is univerſally lamented. 

I am to acquaint his Lordſhip's friend, 
Sir George Hendon, of his circumſtan- 
ces he has for ſome time been incapable 
of writing himſelf - but I hope his conſti- 
tution will not yield to the violence of his 


grief. 
Mrs. Leeſon ſends us word he will 


come down, attended by her faithful Jen- 
ny, and paſs the remainder of her days 
with us, and exerciſe her beſt endeayours 
to conſole us all. 


Can we, my dear Madam, prove un- 
mindful of ſuch a memento—could pray- 
ers or tears, or friends or fortune have 
prevailed, Mrs, Leicelier had obtained a 

happy 
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happy bir! from this awful ſcene - but 
we may learn this piece of home philoſo- 
phy, from her being torn ſo fatally from 
us—how inſufficient and vain all human 
attempts, to avert the inevitable ate of 


all created beings. 


I am, &c. 


— 


C. FREEMAN. 
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clesfield, to a poor woman, to be bred up as 
her own ſon ; came to the knowledge of his 
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entertaining novels. Tranſlated from the ori- 
ginal Spaniſh by a lady. Never before pub- 
liſhed in Engliſh or French. Price 25. 6d. 

IV. Memoirs of a man of quality. Writ- 
ten by himſelf, after his retirement from the 
world, In two vols. 12mo. Price 6s.. 

V. The Academy of Play; containing a 
full deſcription of, and the Laws of Play, now 
obſeryed in the ſeveral Academies of Paris, re- 
lative to the following games, viz. Piquet, 

Quadrille, 
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M. D. The fourth edition; 


BOOKS printed for F. NEW BERT. 
Quadrille, Ombre, Quintill, Piquemdrill, 
Imperial, the Reverſe, Papillion, L'Ambigu, 
Commerce, Tontine, Lottery, Ma Commere, 
La Mariee, Triomphe, Tue Beaſt, La Mouche, 
Man D' Auvergne, the Farm, the game of Hoc, 


| L'*Emprunt, Le Poque, Romeſt. Sizette, Guin- 


guette, Le Sixte, Vingt Quatre, La Belle, Gillet, 
Cul Bas. The Cuckoo, Bruſquembille, the Co- 
met, from the French of the Abbey Bellecour. 
Price 3s. bound. | 
VI. Memoirs of St. George the Engliſh pa- 
tron; and of the moſt noble order of the gar- 
ter. Being an introduction to an intended hiſ- 
tory of the antiquities of the caſtle and borough 
of M indſor, with the parts adjacent. By Tho- 
mas Dawſon, D. D. Price 3s. 
VII. The natural hiſtory of Mount Veſuvius, 
with the explanation of the various phenomena 
that uſually attend the eruptions of that cele- 
brated Volcano. Tranſlated from the original 
Italian, compoſed by the royal academy of ſci- 
ences at Naples, by order of the King of the 
Two Sicilies. Price 25. ſtitch'd. 
VIII. The entire works of Dr. T homas Syden- 
ham, newly made Engliſh from the originals ; 


wherein the hiſtory of acute and chronic diſ- 


eaſes, and the ſafeſt and moſt effectual methods 
of treating them, are faithfully, clearly and ac- 
curately delivered. Illuſtrated with explanato- 
ry and practical notes, from the beſt medicinal] 
writers. To which is annexed, the author's 
life, and a copious index. 1 Swar, 

rice bound 
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